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Dear Friends, 

We are very blessed and excited to announce that the Reverend James Poinset will become 
our Interim Pastor.  Jim will begin his ministry with us on August 1, 2018 and we will hear his 
first sermon on August 5.  

Jim has special training and significant experience in the leadership 
skills required for an interim pastor.  He originally hails from Indiana 
and graduated from Ball State with a degree in journalism followed 
by an 11-year poli�cal career primarily as a lobbyist.  During that 
�me, Jim received training with the Ins�tute of Organiza�onal 
Management at Notre Dame, which develops execu�ve skills for 
nonprofit leaders. In 2002 Jim felt the call to go into ministry as a 
second career.  He atended Yale University Divinity School, 
gradua�ng with a Master of Divinity degree. 

While at Yale, Jim met his wife, Robin, and they lived in Connec�cut 
while he served as pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Mount Kisco 
for four years.  During that �me, Jim lost his wife to cancer. 

A�er a self-supported sabba�cal, Jim received interim training and served in Interim/Head of 
Staff posi�ons with the Presbytery of Philadelphia, nearby Newtown Presbyterian Church and St 
Mark Presbyterian Church in Ballwin, MO. 

As our teaching elder head of staff, Jim’s responsibili�es will include all the du�es to which we 
have become accustomed to in our pastor.  In addi�on, he will be responsible to prayerfully 
lead us through this �me of transi�on.  Among the items in Jim’s job descrip�on are:  

Assist the congrega�on in iden�fying its hopes and dreams for the future, crea�ng a 
Mission Study and developing a strategic plan for the next 3-5 years 

Rev. James Poinsett 



Facilitate inten�onal reflec�on on the cultural changes taking place in the world the 
church engages, and how it affects its current and future possibili�es for reaching out to 
its neighbors 

Maintain church life: balancing the energies required to pursue the new things God is 
calling the congrega�on to do while ensuring all programs produce posi�ve results and 
are aligned with the strategic vision and organiza�onal mission. 

Jim brings an enthusiasm to this ministry matched only by his profound faith and trust in God.  
In Jim’s own words: 

“My strength as a leader is the ability to convene people and help them identify and 
shape a compelling vision for a community. As I have grown in my ability to walk 
alongside congregations during periods of transition, I realize that I have a deep passion 
for partnering with a congregation to envision how to be a church in the 21st century 
and create a ministry that stands for something authentic and impactful.” 

This is a �me of hope and possibili�es as we look forward to welcoming Jim into our church 
family.  Please hold Jim and our congrega�on in your prayers as we embark on this period of 
transi�on. 

Yours in Christ,  

The Interim Pastor Search Commitee 

 



A Message to the Congregation of  
Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church  
from Reverend James Poinsett  
 
Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the company of the 
upright, in the congregation. Psalm 111:1 
 
To all God’s beloved at Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church: grace to you and peace from 
God and Jesus Christ. 
 
I am grateful and humbled by the Interim Pastor Search Committee’s and the Session’s 
invitation to serve as your Interim Pastor. What a privilege it is to walk alongside with you as we 
discover the new thing that God is doing in the life of TMPC. I look forward to becoming a part 
of this wonderful community in August, and becoming an integral part of your ministry in the 
months ahead. 
 
Over the past several weeks, I have learned that TMPC is a vibrant church with a committed, 
caring congregation. I am enthusiastic about joining you and together building on the many 
gifts of this congregation: the able pastoral and program leadership, the excellence in worship 
and music, the strength in education and mission, the warm arms of care for each other and the 
commitment to the community. I have prayed that I would be called to a congregation that is 
alive and passionate about being Christ’s disciples, that has a strong sense of community and 
purpose, and whose people seek to lead lives that matter. I believe that TMPC is just such a 
congregation. 
 
God is doing marvelous things in the world. As Christ’s disciples, we are invited and called to be 
part of God’s work. I am excited to personally engage your stories, ideas, and concerns so that 
together we can shape a hopeful future in which all are empowered to participate in God’s 
mission.   
 
The coming months will be very important in the life of TMPC. We have important work to do. I 
ask your support, your prayers, your gifts, and your presence on Sunday mornings as together 
we face the future with its hope and great promise.  
 
As we go forth together, I pray that God will lead us, that the God’s Word will call to us, and 
that God’s Spirit will bind us to each other – along with all who have gone before and all who 
will yet join with us. I look forward to getting to know each and every one of you. For now, let 
us give thanks to the Lord with our whole hearts in the congregation. Praise the Lord! 
 
In Christ, 
 
Rev. James K. Poinsett 
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