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If you are a first-time visitor to Holy 

Cross, look for “Visits to the 

Monastery” and click on the “What to 

Expect” page: 

 

http://www.holycrossmonastery.com. 

 

Our retreat begins on Tuesday,  
May  31, 2016  at 5:00 p.m.  

and concludes on Friday,  June 3, 2016, 
following the noon meal. 

Located on a bluff about an hour north of New 

York City on the western bank of the Hudson 

River, Holy Cross Monastery is a Benedictine 

place of prayer of the Episcopal Church. The 

monks graciously welcome all who come. The 

monastery is a lovely setting with comfortable 

private rooms and simple yet exquisite meals. 

We join the monks in their five offices of prayer 

throughout the day. In the evening, starting at 

9:00 p.m., we are invited to participate in the 

Greater Silence, a time for quiet that continues 

until the Eucharist. 

  

Retreat Theme: 

What's in a Phrase? 

 Pausing Where Scripture Gives 

You Pause 
by Marilyn Chandler McEntyre 

 

The author offers brief reflections on 

more than fifty Scriptural phrases that 

prompt readers to pay attention and to 

pause where they sense a beckoning. 

Some of these select phrases are 

devotional, some speculative, some 

whimsical, and some edgy.  



What to bring? Pack comfortable clothes and 

shoes, toiletries, a Bible, pens, and a journal. 

The monastery provides bed linens, towels, 

and all meals.      
 

Registration (Complete & return) 
Cost:  $250 for three nights (Tuesday, 

Wednesday, and Thursday):  

Name: ______________________ 

Phone: ______________________ 

Email: ______________________ 
 

Please check one:  

___I will drive on my own.  

___I would like to carpool from Thompson 

      Church.  

___My spouse and I wish to share a room.  

 

Note: Participants are responsible for their 

own transportation to and from the 

monastery. If you would like to carpool, you 

can meet at noon in the parking lot of 

Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church on 

Tuesday, May 31.  We will plan to return to 

New Hope by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, June 3. 

Checks should be made out to “Thompson 
Memorial Presbyterian Church.”   On the 

memo line write:  Holy Cross Prayer Retreat.  
Online registration  and payment will be 

available on the Thompson Church website: 

http://tmpc.org/retreats/ 

Registration forms and fees  can also be 

submitted to the Thompson Church Office. 

All registration and payment must be received 

by Sunday, April 10, 2016.  

 

Scholarships are available. Please contact 

Stuart Spencer.  
 

If you need to cancel your plans after you register, 
the church may be unable to refund any or all of 

your funds. 

Join Us…Come and join a group of 

friends from a number of churches at 

Holy Cross, an Episcopalian, Benedictine 

monastery, for time away from the rush 

and crushing pace of life. This three- 

night, four-day retreat affords the time 

to step away from the regular demands 

of our lives and to enjoy a place of rest 

and welcome.  

Stuart Spencer will lead a study of 

Biblically-inspired and -shaped prayer. 

Our group will meet in the morning and 

evening of each day. Within these 

gatherings we learn, we share, and we 

pray. Most days are open for personal 

prayer, meditation, conversations, 

hiking, and relaxing.  

 

What's in a Phrase?   

Pausing Where Scripture 

Gives You Pause 
by Marilyn Chandler McEntyre 

 

Well-known, Biblical phrases -- "in the 

fullness of time," "fearfully and 

wonderfully made," "in the beauty of 

holiness," and others -- suggest and 

evoke and invite. In this book Marilyn 

Chandler McEntyre encourages us to see 

such "words within the Word" as 

invitations and, in doing so, to discover 

that they are places of divine encounter, 

epiphany, or unexpected guidance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The three sections of the book 

("Assurance," "Invitation," and 

"Surprise") organize the reflections by 

tone as well as theme. Rich with 

eloquence, wisdom, and wonder, these 

reflections will lead readers to enter the 

sacred spaces of Scripture, to play with 

the possibilities, and to connect the 

Biblical Word with the ordinary -- and 

extraordinary -- lives that we've been 

given to live. 
 
Copies of the book will be distributed on 
Tuesday, the first evening of our retreat. 
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