
 



GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 14, 2017    7:00 P.M. 
 

  GATHERING (in silence) 

THE SERVICE OF TENEBRAE 
Tenebrae means darkness or shadows, and the Service of Tenebrae has been 
practiced by the church since medieval times.  Once a service for the monastic 
community, Tenebrae later became an important part of the worship services 
during Holy Week.  This evening we join Christians down through the ages and 
throughout the world in using the liturgy of Tenebrae. Tenebrae is a prolonged 
meditation on Christ’s suffering.  Readings trace the story of Christ’s passion, 
music portrays His paths, and the power of silence and darkness suggests the 
drama of this momentous day.  We remember that God revealed His great love 
for us most fully in the cross of Jesus Christ. 

 
PRELUDE Colton Martin 
                                    Vere languores                                         T.L. Victoria 

Truly, our failings he has taken upon himself and our sorrows he has borne By his 
wounds we have been saved. 

 
O sweet wood, O sweet nails that bore this sweet burden which alone were worthy to 

support the King of heaven and Lord. 
 
 
WELCOME  Stuart Spencer 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                        
Today the Carpenter’s hands are nailed to a cross, the King of kings is crowned 
with thorns and wears the purple robe of mockery.  

Today He sets us free, Himself imprisoned on a tree.  
Today is God’s Friday. 

For “He was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our 

iniquities; upon Him was the punishment that made us whole, 

and by His bruises we are healed.” 
We come in worship.   
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 216   ST. CHRISTOPHER 
    Beneath the Cross of Jesus 

 

             WE SEEK GOD’S MERCY 

CALL TO CONFESSION Kelly LePenske  
 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Loving God, we know that you love us, so we confess that we have failed 
you.  Every day we betray you, deny you, misunderstand you, crucify you. 
We betray you when we are selfish or unkind.  We deny you when we do 
not speak out for justice or speak up for the truth.  We misunderstand you 
when we justify our actions by misquoting or twisting your teaching.  We 
are truly sorry, and we wait for your Word of truth, your Word of love. 
Through Jesus Christ, our crucified Lord, we pray.  Amen.  
 

(Silence for our personal prayers of sorrow and lament.)  
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Hear, receive, and  trust the Gospel:  Jesus Himself bore our sins in His body on 
the cross, so that, free from sin, we might live for righteousness; by His wounds 
you have been healed. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  Jesus, bearer of our 
sins, have mercy on us.  Jesus, Redeemer of the world, grant us 
peace.  Amen. 

 
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

SCRIPTURE READING                   John 18:33-38                                      Jean Wilkinson 
 
SERMON “What is the Truth?”  Jean Wilkinson 
 

*HYMN NO. 212   MARTYRDOM 
 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed  
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

OFFERTORY  Colton Martin 
 Improvisation on Crux Fidelis   Colton Martin 

 
“O faithful Cross, incomparable Tree, the noblest of all; no forest hath ere put forth the 
likes of thine own leaves, thy flowers, thy fruits; Sweet the wood, sweet the nails, that 

bear so sweet a burden.” 

 

ANTHEM    With One Voice Choir and Friends 

                                                        Lament of the Cross Joseph M. Martin 

  

 THE SERVICE OF SHADOWS (TENEBRAE) 

Darkness of Betrayal  Zuline Wilkinson 
Reading:  Matthew 26:20-25 

 

 



HYMN NO. 224   ROCKINGHAM 

 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  

Darkness of Desertion  Jean Wilkinson 
Reading:  Matthew 26:31-35 
 
Darkness of Loneliness  Colton Martin  
Reading:  Matthew 26:36-46 
 
Darkness of Accusation  Kelly LePenske 
Reading:  Matthew 26:57-68 

 
HYMN NO. 211   CHARLESTOWN 
 Hear, O Lord, My Plea for Justice  
 
Darkness of Crucifixion  Stuart Spencer 
Reading:  Luke 23:32-43 
 
HYMN NO. 221   PASSION CHORALE 

  O Sacred Head, Now Wounded  
 
Darkness of Death  Heidi Biermann 
Reading:  Mark 15:33-39  
 
Darkness of the Grave Grant Farmer 
Reading:  John 19:38-42   

 
(SILENCE) 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                                                                                 Tricia Murphy 
                                                            Were You There? arr. Melva Costen 
  

(Please wait for the conclusion of the music, and then depart in silence.) 
 

*Those who are able, please stand. 
 

  EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES   

There will be three services on Easter Sunday to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord!  
6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service in the courtyard (weather permitting) 

8:30 a.m. Children’s Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School Easter Program (Sanctuary) 

11:00 a.m. Celebration Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Come to the Choir Room after each service for a joyous Coffee Hour! 


