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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST SEPTEMBER 24, 2017  8:30 A.M. 
 

SILENT REFLECTION 
“[Self]-confident overachievers make up a very small proportion of this sad, 
pain-filled world of ours. If I pause and think about the people in my 
neighborhood, I encounter a whole catalog of human needs: a family 
devastated by a brain-damaged child . . . a diagnosis of terminal cancer, a 
sudden loss of a job. Those needs have reached the crisis level; every one of 
us must contend with the normal human conditions of loneliness, pride, 
occasional depression, fear, and alienation. Where can we take our minor 
scrapes and bruises, and our major fractures and gaping psychic wounds? We 
can go to church.” 

 Philip Yancey, Church: Why Bother? 
 

WE GATHER TOGETHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 

PRELUDE Dorothy Fine 
                                                                   Verset Alexandre-Pierre-Francois-Boëly 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Heidi Biermann    
 
Sing praises to God and declare the greatness of God’s wonderful name!  Sing 
loud and joyful praises to the One who rides above the clouds.  His name is the 
Lord—rejoice in his presence! 

Father to the fatherless, defender of widows—this is God, 
whose dwelling is holy.  

God places the lonely in families; God sets free those who are imprisoned and 
gives them joy.  

Praise the Lord; praise God our Savior!  For each day God 
carries us in his arms.  

God is awesome in His sanctuary.  God gives power and strength to His people. 
Praise be to God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!  Let us worship God!  

 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 14  DIX 
          For the Beauty of the Earth  
 

 

WE CONFESS OUR SINS AND RECEIVE GOD’S FORGIVENESS 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Bailey Heckman 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (offered in unison)  
 

Lord God, hear our prayer for we want to be honest and open before you. One of 
the hardest things to learn is that we’re all your children. Your Word is a light on 
our path and still we make our own rules about who can walk with us.  



We decide who can sit where.  
We make rules about who can worship and who can’t.  

We cater to the rich, the powerful, and the beautiful.  
We decide who’s guilty without the evidence.  

We have a tendency to follow the rules we like and ignore the 
rules we don’t.  

Don’t judge us, God.  
Don’t treat us the way we treat others, even though we deserve 
it.  Help us instead.  Lord, have mercy upon us.  

God, help us to be merciful.  Help us to live our lives as people who will be 
judged by how we treat others.  

Our clothes, cars, computers, and treasures will not count for 
much at the end.  

Lord, in your mercy, forgive us, even as we forgive others.  Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON 

 
Hear the good news! The saying is worth everything and is worthy of full 
acceptance today:  Jesus Christ came into this world to save sinners like us.  

He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might 
be dead to sin and alive to all that is good.  

I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Amen.   
 
SILENT PRAYER FOR THOSE WE HATE OR RESENT 

 
“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven…”  
 Luke 6:37 
 

*GLORIA PATRI (HYMN NO. 581)  GLORIA PATRI (Greatorex) 
   Glory Be to the Father 

 

*THE GREETING 
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 And also with you.  
 

CHORUS OF PRAISE NO. 318  ST. PETER 
    In Christ There Is No East or West 
 

 

WE OFFER OUR PRAYER AND OUR GIFTS 

 
TESTIMONY                           Heidi Biermann  
 
ANTHEM  Adult Bell Choir 
                                          There Shall Be Showers of Blessings Dan R. Edwards 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER                                 Stuart Spencer 

 
THE WORK OF GOD’S PEOPLE    

  
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY Dorothy Fine 
                                                 Adagio from "Toccata Undecima" Georg Muffat 

 
*DOXOLOGY (HYMN NO. 606) OLD HUNDREDTH 
  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 

 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON Ephesians 2: 11 – 22 (p. 190-191)                          
 
SERMON                           “No Fences Make Better Neighbors”                  Stuart Spencer 

Sermon Series: Purple Church 
 
PRAYER (attributed to St. Francis)  
  

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.  Where there is hatred, let me 

sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where 

there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is 

sadness; joy.  O Divine Master, grant that I may not seek so much to be 

consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand, to be loved as 

to love.  For it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are 

pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen. 
 

 

*SENDING HYMN  NO. 300   THEY’LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS 
  We Are One in the Spirit  

 
*BENEDICTION   Stuart Spencer 
    
*POSTLUDE   Dorothy Fine 
 Toccata in E minor   Johann Pachelbel  

 

 

 

*Those who are able, please stand. 


