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SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST JULY 23, 2017   9:30 A.M.  

 

REFLECTION FOR WORSHIP PREPARATION  

Blessed is the one who considers the poor! (Psalm 41:1) 
“A certain lively compassion is built into the verb ‘consider.’ It goes beyond 
looking or noticing. It means ‘to look at closely’ or ‘observe.’ Some linguists 
link it to an old English word meaning ‘to stretch or extend,’ which would 
imply that when we consider others, we extend ourselves toward them, 
reaching out with our energies, intentions, arms ready to lift the weary and 
carry them a while . . . The compassionate gaze of one who considers the 
poor lingers, takes in their situation, their stories, the social context in which 
their poverty is rooted, their particular, immediate needs.”  

Marilyn Chandler McEntyre, What’s in a Phrase? 
 

WE GATHER TOGETHER TO WORSHIP ALMIGHTY GOD 

 
PRELUDE Dorothy Fine 
                                                    Intermezzo, Op. 76, No. 4 Johannes Brahms 
                                    

*PRAYER OF ADORATION Alyssa Capel 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP   

Lord, open our lips.  

And our mouths shall proclaim your praise.  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
The mercy of the Lord is everlasting. Come, let us adore him.  

Come, let us love, obey and honor God—now and forever!  
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 649 AMAZING GRACE 
          Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 
 

*THE PROFESSION OF OUR FAITH (adapted from Our World Belongs to God)  

We rejoice in the goodness of God, renounce the works of darkness, 

and dedicate ourselves to holy living. As covenant partners, set free for 

joyful obedience, we offer our hearts and lives to do God’s work in the 

world. With tempered impatience, eager to see injustice ended, we 

expect the Day of the Lord. We are confident that the light which shines 

in the present darkness will fill the earth when Christ appears. Come, 

Lord Jesus. Our world, our lives, and this church belongs to you. 

Amen. 

 



WE SEEK GOD’S PARDON AND OFFER PARDON 

CALL TO CONFESSION Steve Miller  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (offered in unison)  
Lord God, we freely admit that we don’t always think about what you 
want for our lives. Instead, we make choices that we think are good for 
us. But we are only here because you take care of us. We forget that we 
need you all the time. We confess that we hold tightly to garbage 
thoughts, garbage attitudes and garbage actions. Holy God, we are 
sorry for our sin. Help us to do what you want us to do and make us 
open and ready for new beginnings you create from your love. Amen.  
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
May God the Father, who does not despise the broken spirit, give us contrite 
hearts. May Jesus Christ, who bore our sins in his body on the tree, heal us 
by his wounds.   

May the Holy Spirit, who leads us into all truth, speak words of 

pardon and peace for us. Amen.  
 

*GLORIA PATRI NO. 581 GLORIA PATRI (Greatorex) 
   Glory Be to the Father 
 
THE GREETING 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  
And also with you.  
 

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 
 

SHARING THE JOY OF VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL          Bailey Heckman 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC   Leigh Ferro 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON    Micah 6: 1 – 8  (p. 861-862)     
 
SERMON “Your Day in Court”  Stuart Spencer 

Summer Sermon Series – Life in the Minor Key 
 

*CHORUS OF PRAISE HYMN NO. 729     I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN 
    Lord, I Want to Be a Christian 
 

WE RESPOND WITH OUR OFFERING AND PRAYER  
 
THE WORK OF GOD’S PEOPLE Stuart Spencer 
 



THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OUR LIVES 
 
OFFERTORY Dorothy Fine 
                                                  Prelude in F Major, WTC, Bk II                     J.S. Bach 
 

*DOXOLOGY  (HYMN NO. 606) OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 
SHARING OF WOW! MOMENTS 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER Bailey Heckman  

 
*SENDING HYMN NO. 739     CAITHNESS 
     O for a Closer Walk with God 
 
*BENEDICTION  
 
*POSTLUDE    Dorothy Fine 
                               Variations on "Liebster Jesu, Wir Sind Hier"   Johann Gottfried Walther 
  

*Those who are able, please stand. 
 
 
 
 

 
SUMMER SERMON SERIES – LIFE IN A MINOR KEY 

 
This summer Pastors Spencer and Heckman preach a series of sermons on the Minor 
Hebrew prophets. Some parts of the Bible tend to get all the spotlight—the gospels, Paul’s 
letters, the psalms, Genesis, Isaiah. But it’s rare that we hear the names of Nahum, 
Habakkuk, or Obadiah on Sunday morning. The 12 books known as “the minor prophets” 
are often left out of the worship rotation because of the harsh nature of the words and 
ideas they contain. Israel is being devastated by war and is in the grip of idolatry. God 
sends the prophets to plead with Israel so they will denounce evil and turn back toward 
God. Amid the sorrow we find God’s great grace: an unconditional love for his people and 
a desire to save them from their own wickedness and the wickedness of the world around 
them. In preparation for each Sunday, read through the prophet of the morning.   For a 
helpful online resource see https://thebibleproject.com/ for a summary of each minor 
prophet.   Next Sunday: Nahum 
 

 

https://thebibleproject.com/

