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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST JULY 16, 2017   9:30 A.M.  

 

REFLECTION FOR WORSHIP PREPARATION  
“Anger is most useful as a diagnostic tool. When anger erupts in us, it is a signal 
that something is wrong.  What anger fails to do, though, is tell us whether the 
wrong is outside or inside us. We usually begin by assuming that the wrong is 
outside us—our spouse or our child or our God has done something wrong and 
we are angry.  But when we track the anger carefully, we often find it leads to a 
wrong within us—wrong information, inadequate understanding, underdeveloped 
heart.”  

Eugene Peterson, Under the Unpredictable Plant 
 

WE GATHER TOGETHER TO WORSHIP ALMIGHTY GOD 
 

PRELUDE Dorothy Fine 
                                  Chorale prelude on "Vater Unser im Himmelreich"               J.S. Bach 
                                    

*PRAYER OF ADORATION Riley Kay 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (adapted from Psalm 139)  

Lord, you have searched me and you know everything about me.  

You know when I sit down or stand up. You know my every thought 

when far away.  
I can never escape your Spirit! I can never get away from your presence!  

If I ride the wings of the morning, if I dwell by the farthest oceans, 

even there your hand will guide me and your strength support me.  
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too great for me to know.  

Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my 

thoughts. Point out everything in me that offends you.  
Lead us along the paths of everlasting life. Come, let us worship God!   

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 475 NETTLETON 
          Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 

*THE PROFESSION OF OUR FAITH (From a Brief Statement of Faith)   

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God 

created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image 

male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community. 

But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. Ignoring God’s 

commandments, we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, 

accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the 

planet entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s condemnation. 



Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. In everlasting love, 

the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people 

to bless all families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the 

children of Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us still, God makes us 

heirs with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her 

nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, 

God is faithful still. Amen.  

 

WE SEEK GOD’S PARDON AND OFFER PARDON 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION Michelle Summerson  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (offered in unison)  

God of love, in the wrongs we have done and in the good we have not done 

we have failed to be your people. We have sinned because we don’t know 

better, we have sinned because we are weak, and we have sinned because 

we are completely responsible for our words, our actions, our thoughts and 

our attitudes. We are very sorry. We want to turn away from our wrongs and 

turn back to you. Forgive us, Lord God, and renew our lives through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, we pray. Amen.  

Silence for personal prayer.  

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Take comfort in the assurance that even those things that are hidden from memory, 
or are too deep for our words, are not beyond God’s forgiving love.  

God, who knows us completely, freely gives pardon and peace. Amen.  
 

*GLORIA PATRI NO. 581 GLORIA PATRI (Greatorex) 
   Glory Be to the Father 
 
THE GREETING 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  
And also with you.  
 

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC   Grant Farmer and Elizabeth Perry 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON   Jonah 4: 1 – 11 (p. 859-860)      
 
SERMON “The Angry Young Man”  Stuart Spencer 

Summer Sermon Series – Life in the Minor Key 
 



*CHORUS OF PRAISE HYMN NO. 435      IN BABILONE 
    There is a Wildness in God’s Mercy 
 

WE RESPOND WITH OUR OFFERING AND PRAYER  
 
THE WORK OF GOD’S PEOPLE Bailey Heckman 
 
THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OUR LIVES 
 
OFFERTORY Dorothy Fine 
                                                                  Adagio  Alexandre Guilmant 
                                                                      

*DOXOLOGY  (HYMN NO. 606) OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 
SHARING OF WOW! MOMENTS FROM THE PHILADELPHIA MISSION TEAM 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER Stuart Spencer  

 
*SENDING HYMN NO. 8     MELITA 
     Eternal Father, Strong to Save 
 

*BENEDICTION  
 
*POSTLUDE Dorothy Fine 
                                               Prelude and Fugue in D Major           George Frideric Handel 
 

*Those who are able, please stand. 
SUMMER SERMON SERIES – LIFE IN A MINOR KEY 

 
This summer Pastors Spencer and Heckman preach a series of sermons on the Minor 
Hebrew prophets. Some parts of the Bible tend to get all the spotlight—the gospels, Paul’s 
letters, the psalms, Genesis, Isaiah. But it’s rare that we hear the names of Nahum, 
Habakkuk, or Obadiah on Sunday morning. The 12 books known as “the minor prophets” 
are often left out of the worship rotation because of the harsh nature of the words and 
ideas they contain. Israel is being devastated by war and is in the grip of idolatry. God 
sends the prophets to plead with Israel so they will denounce evil and turn back toward 
God. Amid the sorrow we find God’s great grace: an unconditional love for his people and 
a desire to save them from their own wickedness and the wickedness of the world around 
them. In preparation for each Sunday, read through the prophet of the morning. Next 
Sunday: Micah.  For a helpful online resource see https://thebibleproject.com/ for a 
summary of each minor prophet.  

 

https://thebibleproject.com/

