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SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT March 12, 2017   8:30 A.M. 

 
WE GATHER IN GOD’S LOVING PRESENCE 

“Since salvation is by grace alone, we are free from slavery to sin, free from slavery to 
self-help schemes, free from slavery to the opinions of others. We are free to lean on 
God with all our weight, giving ourselves over to a prayerful and joyful life.”  

Cornelius Plantinga Jr. Engaging God’s World 

 

READING OF GOD’S LAW:  THE TEN COMMANDMENTS Stuart Spencer 
 
PRELUDE Colton Martin 
                                              Improvisation on Attende Domine   
        “Look down, O Lord, and have mercy, for we have sinned against thee.” 
 

*THE CALL AND INVITATION TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 30)  John Davis   
Sing praises to the LORD,  

and give thanks to His holy name.  
For the LORD, our God, healed us and restored us 

when we cried for help and in times of deepest despair. 
The LORD has turned our sorrow into dancing, 

taken our sackcloth from us, and clothed us with joy. 
Sing to the LORD without end, 

and give thanks to the LORD forever. 
Come, let us worship the Lord. 

             
*HYMN OF PRAISE NO.  826   CRUCIFER 
 Lift High the Cross  

 

WE ARE RENEWED THROUGH GOD’S GRACE 

CALL TO CONFESSION  John Davis 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Most merciful Father, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have not 

done. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the 

sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us and forgive us, that 

we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

Name.  Amen.  
 (Time for our personal prayers of confession before God.) 



  
KYRIE NO. 579   KYRIE ELEISON (Orthodox) 
 Lord, Have Mercy  
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

You have turned our mourning into joyful dancing.  You have taken away our 
clothes of mourning and clothed us with joy.  So we will not be silent, but will sing 
praises to you. 

God, you are our God, and we will give you thanks forever. 
 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 And also with you.  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER   Stuart Spencer 
  

    GOD SPEAKS TO US FROM THE WORD 

ANTHEM   With One Voice Choir 
                                                    Wondrous Love  arr. by Alice Parker and Robert Shaw 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON John 3: 1 – 20 (p. 240)  
 
SERMON “Do I Have to be Born Again?” Stuart Spencer 

       Lenten Sermon Series:  Crucial Questions 

  

    WE RESPOND WITH OUR DEDICATION 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from 

the dead; He ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the 

dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen. 
 

*CHORUS OF PRAISE NO. 634 TO GOD BE THE GLORY 

To God Be the Glory  

 



THE WORK OF GOD’S PEOPLE  
OFFERTORY Colton Martin 

                                               Chorale prelude “Ein feste Burg” Johann Walther 

 

WE LEAVE TO CONTINUE OUR JOURNEY TOWARD THE CROSS 

*SENDING HYMN NO. 366 HYFRYDOL 

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

 
*BENEDICTION 

 
*Those who are able, please stand. 
 
 

Session Highlights 
February, 2017 

 
       Pastor Spencer reviewed the fourth chapter of the book Growing Young with the members of 
Session. He will be taking Study Leave from Tuesday, February 28 until Tuesday, March 3.  The 
Session Dinner and Retreat will be held on Friday, April 7, and Saturday, April 8.  Pastor Spencer 
reported that he has been asked to chair an Administrative Commission for the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia.  He informed members of the book of devotions celebrating the 300

th
 Anniversary of the 

founding of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, available on the Presbytery website. 
       Session approved the request for Baptism of Wyatt Osbeck, son of members Julie and Gregg 
Osbeck, during the 11:00 a.m. worship service on March 19, 2017.   
       Pastor Heckman spoke of “looking ahead” and planning for activities that will take place while she 
is on maternity leave.  This year’s Vacation Bible School will be held July 17 – 21, the theme being 
“Hero Central.”  
       The Photo Directory is being distributed.  Plans are underway for a “Kid’s Summer Program” from 
3:30 – 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday afternoons, beginning June 28.  
       If you or a member you know is in need of being served Communion at home, please speak to an 
Elder or one of the Pastors. 
       Pastors Spencer and Heckman shared their appreciation for the efforts and participation of 
members of the congregation in making the “Congregational Baby Shower” for Bailey and Peter such 
a joyful event. 
       On the Table of Well Wishing may be found a notebook containing the monthly Session Docket.  
In it are the minutes from the previous month’s meeting and reports from the Pastors, Deacons, and 
Committees.  You are invited to peruse the docket, but please leave it on the Table of Well Wishing to 
share with others.    
 
In His Service, 
 
Bob Auwarter, Clerk of Session 

 
 


