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FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT MARCH 5, 2017   8:30 A.M. 
 

WE GATHER IN GOD’S LOVING PRESENCE 

SILENT REFLECTION 
“We never find out the strength of the evil impulse inside us until we try to fight it: 
and Christ, because he was the only man who never yielded to temptation, is also 
the only man who knows to the full what temptation means.” 

C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 
 

READING OF GOD’S LAW:  THE TEN COMMANDMENTS Jean Wilkinson  
 

PRELUDE                              Improvisation on De Profundis                         Colton Martin 
“From the depths I have cried out to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice.” 

                  

*THE CALL AND INVITATION TO WORSHIP  Jean Wilkinson   
 Happy are those whose sins are forgiven.  

 Happy are those to whom God attributes no wrong,  

 those in whose heart there is no deceit.  
 When we seek your truth, O God,  

 and acknowledge our sin, we experience your forgiveness.  

 Let all people reach out to you in prayer, O God,  

 and know your protection and strength.  
 Surrounded by your grace-filled presence  
 and filled with your undeserved forgiveness,  
 we sing your praise; we shout for joy. 

 Come, let us worship our Lord of mercy. 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE NO.  166   ST. FLAVIAN 
 Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days  

 

WE ARE RENEWED THROUGH GOD’S GRACE 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Kelly LePenske 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Gracious and merciful God, we confess to you our reluctance to enter 

the wilderness places where we are confronted with our true selves.  The 

places where we are tempted to put worldly values before our desire for 

you, and when our hunger for power and wealth is greater than our hunger 

for seeking and doing your will: Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust 

in you. When we are tempted to use the gifts you give us to benefit 

ourselves at the expense of serving others: Forgive us, O God, and 



increase our trust in you. When we are tempted to manipulate you, O God, 

to satisfy our own needs: Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in you. 

Amen.  
(Time for our personal prayers of confession before God.) 

  
*KYRIE NO. 579   KYRIE ELEISON (Orthodox) 
 Lord, Have Mercy  
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

As the Apostle Paul wrote:“...if you confess with your lips that Jesus Christ is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved.” (Romans 10:9) These words contain the good news that in Jesus Christ 
we are forgiven. 

 As we worship today, with the word on our lips and in our hearts, 

 we experience the salvation of God for all manner of things in our 

 lives. Amen.  
 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 And also with you.  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  Kelly LePenske 
  

    GOD SPEAKS TO US FROM THE WORD 

ANTHEM                               With One Voice Choir 
 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days  Walter L. Pelz 
 
SCRIPTURE  READING                    Matthew 4:1-11 

 
SERMON       “Is There Another Exit?”                      Bailey Heckman 

   Lenten Sermon Series:  Crucial Questions 
  

    WE RESPOND WITH OUR DEDICATION 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (p. 35, front section of your hymnal)   
Apostles’ Creed 

*CHORUS OF PRAISE NO. 175 LAFFERTY 
 Seek Ye First  
 
THE WORK OF GOD’S PEOPLE   Bailey Heckman 
 
OFFERTORY  Colton Martin 

                            “Aus tiefer Not schrei ich zu dir” (Op. 57)  Karl Hoyer 

 



WE GATHER AT THE LORD’S TABLE 

*HYMN OF PREPARATION NO. 494   QUEBEC 
 Thou Joy of Loving Hearts 
 
THE INVITATION TO THE TABLE Jean Wilkinson  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   

 We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Almighty God, creator of Heaven and Earth. You brought all things into 
being and called them good. From the dust of the earth you formed us into your 
image and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away, and our 
love failed, your love remained steadfast. When rain fell upon the earth for forty 
days and forty nights, you bore up the ark on the waters, saved Noah and his 
family, and made covenant with every living creature on earth.  When you led 
your people to Mount Sinai for forty days and forty nights, you gave us your 
commandments and made us your covenant people.  When your people forsook 
your covenant, your prophet Elijah fasted for forty days and forty nights; and on 
your holy mountain, he heard your still small voice.  And so, with your people on 
earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and Earth 

are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND PRAYER OF CONSECRATION Bailey Heckman 
 
THE GIFTS OF BREAD AND CUP 
 

*THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 

  WE LEAVE TO CONTINUE OUR JOURNEY TOWARD THE CROSS 

*BENEDICTION                                                                                     

 

 *Those who are able, please stand. 


