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                             Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church 

                                       Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
                                              

                                                      July 30, 2017 
                            9:30 a.m. 

 

 

Where the understanding is outraged, where human nature rebels, where our piety keeps 

a nervous distance: there, precisely there, God loves to be; there he baffles the wisdom of 

the wise; there he vexes our nature, our religious instincts. There he wants to be, and no 

one can prevent him. Only the humble believe him and rejoice that God is so free and 

grand, that he works wonders where man loses heart, that he makes splendid what is 

slight and lowly. Indeed, this is the wonder of wonders, that God loves the lowly.’ God 

has regarded the low estate of his handmaiden.’ God in lowliness —that is the 

revolutionary, the passionate word of Advent. 

—From a sermon preached by Dietrich Bonhoeffer on the 3rd Sunday of Advent in 1933 

 

  WE GATHER TOGETHER TO WORSHIP ALMIGHTY GOD 

  PRELUDE          Dorothy Fine 

                    Intermezzo, OP. 76, No. 3            Johannes Brahms 

 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION              Tre Foster  

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                

Let us praise the Lord today. How good it is to sing praises to Almighty! How delightful and right 

it is for us to do so.      

 The Lord is rebuilding broken people and broken places. God is working  

 actively to bring people home to him.   

God heals the brokenhearted, binding up their wounds.   

 God counts the stars and calls them all by name.    

How great is our Lord! His power is absolute! His understanding is beyond understanding!    

 The Lord supports the humble, but he brings the wicked and the proud down 

 into the dust.  

Let us praise the Lord today. Glory be to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever!     
                        

 *HYMN OF PRAISE  (Please turn to p. 3.)                                                                                  HENDON 

                                                                       Take My Life                 

  

 *AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (adapted from Our Word Belongs to God)       Allison Abbey 

Our hope for a new creation is not tied to what humans can do, for we believe that one day 

every challenge to God’s rule will be crushed. His kingdom will fully come, and the Lord 

will rule. Come, Lord Jesus, come.  On that day we will see our Savior face to face, 

sacrificed Lamb and triumphant King, just and gracious. He will set all things right, judge 

evil, and condemn the wicked. We face that day without fear, for the Judge is our Savior, 

whose shed blood declares us righteous. We live confidently, anticipating his coming, 

offering him our daily lives—our acts of kindness, our loyalty, and our love—knowing that 

he will weave even our sins and sorrows into his sovereign purpose. Come, Lord Jesus, 

come. Amen.  

 

WE SEEK GOD’S PARDON AND OFFER PARDON  
 

 CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                  Bailey Heckman 

 
 

 

O Father, 

my hope. O 

Son, my 

refuge. O 

Holy Spirit, 

my 

protection. 

Holy 

Trinity, 

glory to 

Thee.  

 

Office of 

Compline, 

Eastern 

Orthodox 

Church  

Our World 

Belongs to 

God is a 

statement of 

faith created 

by the 

Christian 

Reformed 

Church in 

1986. It is 

meant to be 

understood as 

a “testimony” 

to our faith in 

Christ.  
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Creator God, our heavenly Father, breathing into our being, you gave us the gift of life. You 

placed us on this earth with its minerals and waters, flowers and fruits. Your world is full of 

grace and beauty! You gave us the task of caring for the earth. Today you call us: “Where are 

you; what have you done?” [Time of Silence for Personal Confession] We hide in utter shame, 

for we are naked and without excuse. We violate the earth and plunder it. We refuse to share the 

earth’s resources with those who have nothing; and we seek to own what is not ours, but yours.  

Forgive us, God of love, and reconcile us to yourself and to one another. 

Teach us that the earth and all its fullness are yours. Call us yet again to 

safeguard the gift of life, through Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON   

Our world, broken and scarred, still belongs to God. He holds it together and gives us 

hope. God does pardon our wrongs and restores us to him again.    

  We long for the day when God will be all in all, when righteousness   

  and peace will flourish, and when everything will be made new. Amen.  

 

*GLORIA PATRI                                          GLORIA PATRI (Greatorex) 

 

*SHARING OF OUR PEACE  

  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 And also with you.   
  SPECIAL MUSIC                                                                           Come One Come All Choir 

                                                                Blessed Are They         Patricia Murphy 

         WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

 

  MOMENT FOR MISSION                 Allison Abbey and Tre Foster  
 
  SCRIPTURE LESSON  Nahum 1: 1 – 15  

  SERMON         Timber!             Stuart Spencer 

Summer Sermon Series—Life in the Minor Key 

CHORUS OF PRAISE  (p. 4)             At the Name of Jesus                 KING’S WESTON 

                  Patricia Murphy 

 

WE RESPOND WITH OUR OFFERING AND PRAYERS 

 

THE WORK OF GOD’S PEOPLE                                                   Stuart Spencer 

 

OFFERTORY                                                                                                                      Dorothy Fine 

                                                   How Dear to Me is Your Dwelling         Robert J. Powell

  

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                            OLD HUNDREDTH  

 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

  SHARING OF WOW MOMENTS 

 

  PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER             Stuart Spencer 

   

*SENDING HYMN  (see insert)                                                                       SONG 13 

Trust in God 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*POSTLUDE                                                                                                                        Dorothy Fine 

                                                     French Suite in G Major Gigue                                  J. S. Bach                 

 

*Those who are able, please stand. 

Lord Jesus 

Christ, Son 

of God, 

have mercy 

on me a 

sinner.  

 

Jesus Prayer 

Nahum’s 

name means 

“Comfort”. 

He probably 

spoke these 

words 

between 

663 and 612 

B.C.E. He 

spoke 

against the 

city of 

Nineveh, 

which Jonah 

preached 

against 150 

years 

earlier.  

“Lord God, 

help me to 

attempt 

great things 

for you, and 

to expect 

great things 

from you.”  

 

Based on a 

prayer by 

William 

Carey, 1761 

– 1834 
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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday through Thursday this week:  UrbanPromise Summer Camp (Trenton, New Jersey) 
 

Please note: the church office will be closed on Mondays during the summer from July 2 to Sept 4. 
 

 

Foglifters AA group meets daily, 7:00-8:00 a.m. (Monday-Friday in Fellowship Hall); (Saturday/Sunday in the Conference Rm). 

 
     

Sun 7/30 8:30 
9:30 

Come One Come All Choir Rehearsal 
Summer Worship Service 

Choir Room 
Fellowship Hall 

Mon  7/31 9:30 Women’s Bible Study,  “ Wired Words” 
  

Conference Room 

Mon-Thur  Urban Promise Camp, Monday—
Thursday; 12:30pm —4:30 pm 
 

St. Michaels Epis-
copal Church,  
Trenton, NJ 

Mon-Fri  Guitar Camp, Monday-Friday 
9:30 am—2:30 pm, Recital Friday 2:30 pm 

Choir Room 

Tues 8/1 9:00 Men’s Study Group Conference Room 

 9:30 Worship & Music Committee Meeting  Fellowship Hall 

 12:00 Staff Meeting Conference Room 

 7:00p Membership Meeting Conference Room 

Wed 8/2 5:30 Grey Sheeters Anonymous Meeting 
  

Room 115 

Thurs 8/3 12:00 
7:00p 

Urban Promise –NJ State Museum  
Men’s AA Meeting 
  

NJ  
Conference Room 

Fri 8/4 9:00 Fabulous Folders Conference Room 

Sat 8/5  No events  

Sun 8/6 9:20 
9:30 

Hymn Sing 
Summer Worship Service 

 
Fellowship Hall 
 

  
Disciples:  All Members of the Congregation 

Teaching Elder/Pastor (Sabbath:  Monday)…………………………….…...………..Stuart H. Spencer 
Teaching Elder/Associate Pastor (Sabbath:  Friday)…………………..……..…….Bailey A. Heckman 
Youth and Family Ministries Director……………………………….…...….………...…Stephen Scovell 
Administration……………………………………..…………………………..…...…...…Melissa Bottelier 
Music Director.…………………………………….……….………………….…...……….Patricia Murphy 
Contemporary Worship Music Leader.(September 3)…………………..……………Brooks Hanrahan 
Church Accountant………………………………………………………...…....…..……..….Linda Landis 
Organist/Accompanist……………………………….………….……………....….....……...Dorothy Fine 
Sexton………………………………………………………………….……...……..….....……George Salt 
Business Administrator (Volunteer)………………………………………...….….…....…….Sue Schaub 
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FALL PRAYER RETREAT AT HOLY CROSS MONASTERY  Save the date!   Tuesday, 

November 14 to Friday, November 17.  Brochures and online information should be available by 

Labor Day. 

PRO-ACT FAMILY EDUCATION   If someone you know or love is struggling with a drug or 

alcohol addiction, support is here for you.  PRO-ACT provides a safe and supportive environment for 

families and individuals impacted by addiction to gain understanding and find healing within a 

community of grace. Call (800) 221 – 6333 or visit www.addictionawarenessinitiative.com.  

EMMAUS WALK - STROLL WITH STUART - NEW THIS SUMMER   Pastor Spencer would 

love to take a stroll with you for the sake of getting to know you better, hear about your life and your 

heart, and to enjoy God’s glory in Bucks County. There are three levels of walks: Easy (walking 

around the cemetery), Moderate (walking along the tow path), Slightly Challenging (a hike at Kinser 

Mountain or Ralph Stover State Park. Stuart will meet you wherever you wish. He will walk or hike 

with you for an hour. He will also bring some water to keep you hydrated! And if you aren’t up for a 

walk in the summer heat, he will gladly come to your home and sit for an hour. Sign up by calling 

Melissa Bottelier in the church office or by visiting the church website at  http://tmpc.org/pastoral-

care/. 

MEN’S STUDY GROUP  Our next meeting will be Tuesday, August 1 at 9:00 am in the 

Conference Room. We are studying “Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus” by Nabeel Qureshi.   We are 

currently reading Chapters 20-23.  The men’s study group meets on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each 

month. ALL MEN ARE WELCOME. 

SUMMER SERMON SERIES – LIFE IN A MINOR KEY 
 
This summer Pastors Spencer and Heckman preach a series of sermons on the Minor Hebrew 
prophets. Some parts of the Bible tend to get all the spotlight—the gospels, Paul’s letters, the psalms, 
Genesis, Isaiah. But it’s rare that we hear the names of Nahum, Habakkuk, or Obadiah on Sunday 
morning. The 12 books known as “the minor prophets” are often left out of the worship rotation 
because of the harsh nature of the words and ideas they contain. Israel is being devastated by war and 
is in the grip of idolatry. God sends the prophets to plead with Israel so they will denounce evil and 
turn back toward God. Amid the sorrow we find God’s great grace: an unconditional love for his 
people and a desire to save them from their own wickedness and the wickedness of the world around 
them. In preparation for each Sunday, read through the prophet of the morning.   For a helpful online 
resource see https://thebibleproject.com/ for a summary of each minor prophet.  Next Sunday: 
Habakkuk 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

July, 2017 

Pastor Spencer led a discussion based on I Corinthians 3:1-10. A discussion was held about ways 

other than size to measure successful ministry.  Pastor Spencer led prayers of Thanksgiving and In-

tercession and the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Pastor Spencer will be away on vacation from Tuesday, August 8, to Tuesday, August 22.  Pastor 

Heckman will be available for pastoral care during those times.   

 

Baptism requests for Grant Kelly, infant son of Liz and Jack Kelly, to be held on August 27, 2017, 

and for Analise Heckman, infant daughter of Bailey and Peter Heckman, to be held on October 29, 

2017, were approved. 

 

Pastor Heckman reported that the Junior High Youth Group Mission Trip to Kirkwood Camp will be 

held the week of July 24-28. Plans for Fall Youth Group activities are being formulated with Steven 

Scovell. 

 

There will be no regularly scheduled Session meeting in August, but there will be a breakfast meet-

ing on Saturday morning, August 26. 
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     WELCOME TO THOMPSON MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! 

 

“We are a joyful family called by God through Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy 

Spirit to: welcome all, share our faith, love each other, serve the world, and glorify God.” 

 

WELCOME, VISITORS!   We are so glad that you are worshiping with us today!  Please sign the 

Fellowship Pad in your pew so that we can send you a welcome note.  If you have any questions or 

would like to have a tour of our building, please feel free to ask an usher.  
 

LEMONADE ON THE LAWN   Susan Achenbach and Linda Torda will be hosting Lemonade on 

the Lawn today.  Also look for the sign-up sheet at the Table of Well Wishing or  by visiting TMPC’s 

website, Life Together/Fellowship/Coffee Hours for  Lemonade on the Lawn sign-up. Thank you to all 

of the families who stepped up for the summer, we only need three more Sundays assigned to round 

out the summer coverage.  We welcome the participation of all our members. 

USHERS AND GREETERS   Today’s ushers are Joanne Clark and Jeffrey Berry and our youth 

usher is Grace Berry. 

WELCOMING AMBASSADORS  Leslie Spencer is our welcoming ambassadors this morning. 

BACKPACK PROJECT    Backpack Project Update … Backpacks are due by August 6th which is 

next Sunday!  They will be delivered to The Village in the early part of that week so don’t be late.  If 

you have any questions, please contact Janice or Joyce. 

 

MEET MADISON COYNE    Our new childcare provider has started in the nursery. Her name is 

Madison Coyne. She is currently attending Chestnut Hill College and is majoring in Spanish and 

Education and minoring in Special Education. She graduated from Cheltenham High School and enjoys 

reading, dancing, sports and crafts. She is active in her community and in her sorority and recently 

returned from a trip to Kenya. Please drop by the nursery and welcome her to TMPC. 
 

DONATIONS FOR CAMP PROMISE NEEDED    50 total shirts needed!   Marie Wustholz will 

be doing the arts and craft day at Trenton's Camp Promise this summer, 2 weeks from now.  She is in 

need of donated used T- shirts sizes L, XL, or XXL. All colors accepted and they can have logo's or 

pictures on them.  They will be recycled into cool T-shirt Tote Bags!!! Please leave your donated shirts 

in a bag under the Table of Well Wishing by Friday July 28th.  50 total shirts needed! Thank You! 

 

URBAN PROMISE TRENTON  Stop by The Urban Promise table during Lemonade on the Lawn to 

sign up!  We are in need of volunteers  for Monday, Wednesday & Thursday for this week July 31 

to August 3!  This is TMPC’s week to lead the summer program at Urban Promise Trenton.  This will 

be our sixth year and it has been a fun event for adults, children and families.  We will be coordinating 

the activities for Camp Promise at St. Michael’s Episcopal Church.  The camp time runs from 12:30 – 

4:30 pm each day.  The children are 6 to 14 years old.   

 

AID FOR FRIENDS   August is soup month.  Please look for the soup container packets under the 

Table of Well Wishing if you would like to help us.  Please make your soup at home, put it in the 

containers (please not too full!), freeze it, and then bring it into TMPC and put it in 

the Aid For Friends freezer in George's closet.  By the end of August please.  Questions: contact Susan 

Achenbach or Holly Tomkovicz . 

 

WOMEN'S RETREAT, SEPTEMBER 15 - 17   Save the date!  The women of TMPC are once 

again heading down to Sandy Cove Ministries about two hours south in North East, Maryland, for a 

weekend retreat at their waterfront retreat center. The weekend will be full of great speakers, 

meaningful worship, small group discussion and plenty of free time to enjoy the area. For more 

information and to sign up check out tmpc.org/retreats. 

 

 

http://tmpc.org/retreats

