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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Note:  The following calendar represents the relevant entries on the CCB (website calendar) 
 at the time of this writing. 

 
 

Monday through Thursday this week:  UrbanPromise Summer Camp (Trenton, New Jersey) 
 

 

 

     Foglifters AA group meets daily, 7:00-8:00 a.m. (Monday through Friday in 

Fellowship Hall; Saturday and Sunday in the Conference Room). 

 
 
 

Sun., 
7/31 

9:30 Fifth-Sunday Worship:  One 
Service (Fellowship Hall) 

Wed., 
8/3 

8:00 Grey Sheeters 
Anonymous (Room 115) 

Mon., 
8/1 

9:30 Women’s Bible Study:  To 
Kill a Mockingbird; read the 
book or watch the movie 
(Conference Room) 

Thurs., 
8/4 

6:00 Addiction Awareness 
Training (Conference 
Room) 

Tues., 
8/2 

9:00 Men’s Study Group 
(Conference Room) 

 7:00 Men’s AA Meeting 
(Choir Room) 

 9:30 Worship and Music 
Committee Meeting 
(Choir Room) 

Fri., 
8/5 

9:30 Fabulous Folders 
(Conference Room) 

 7:00 Membership Committee  
Meeting (Conference Room) 

Sat., 
8/6 

6:00 Women’s AA Meeting 
(Conference Room) 

   Prayer Initiative 
(Choir Room) 

Sun., 
8/7 

9:30 Summer Worship Service 
(Sanctuary) 

  
Disciples:  All Members of the Congregation 

Teaching Elder/Pastor (Sabbath:  Monday)…………………………….…...………..Stuart H. Spencer 
Teaching Elder/Associate Pastor (Sabbath:  Friday)…………………..……..………..Bailey Heckman 
Children and Family Ministries Coordinator……………………………….…...….………….Patty Gatto 
Communications and Administration………………………………………..…...…...……Cynthia Tuleja 
Church Accountant………………………………………………………...…....…..……..….Linda Landis 
Organist/Accompanist……………………………….………….……………....….....……...Colton Martin 
Choir Director.…………………………………….……….………………….…...………..Patricia Murphy 
Contemporary Worship Music Leader.……………………………………..………..……..Grant Farmer 
Sexton………………………………………………………………….……...……..….....……George Salt 
Business Administrator (Volunteer)………………………………………...….….…....…….Sue Schaub 
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                             Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church 

                                         Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
                                              

                                                    July 31, 2016 
                             9:30 a.m. 

 

 

“One bold message in the book of Job is that you can say anything to God. Throw at 

him your grief, your anger, your doubt, your bitterness, your betrayal, your 

disappointment—he can absorb it all.  As often as not, spiritual giants of the Bible 

are shown contending with God.  They prefer to go away limping, like Jacob, rather 

than shut God out.  In this respect, the Bible prefigures a tenet of modern psychology: 

you can’t really deny your feelings or make them disappear, so you might as well 

express them.  God can deal with every human response, save one.  He cannot abide 

the response I fall back on instinctively: an attempt to ignore Him or treat Him as 

though He does not exist.  That response never once occurred to Job.” 

                                                                                    Philip Yancey, Disappointment with God  
 

  HYMN SING (Starting at 9:20)                                                    Grant Farmer 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                               Sam Spencer 

We have gathered in God’s holy presence, the One who etches grace on our hearts. 
This is the place where God will transform us into disciples. 

We glorify our God, who yearns for justice, not just for a favored few, but for the 

least of our world. 
This is the place where God will write compassion on our souls. 

We give thanks to God for unceasing grace; we remember God’s persistence in 

saving us. 

This is the place where God will breathe the Word into our 

lives. 

Come, my friends, and let us worship God! 
                        

 *HYMN OF PRAISE  (Please turn to p. 3.)                                                                 EVENTIDE 

                                                     Abide with Me 
  

 *PRAYER OF ADORATION 
   

 *THE APOSTLES’ CREED (in unison) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth, and in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended 

into Heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God, the Father Almighty; from 

thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 

Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

WE ARE RENEWED THROUGH GOD’S GRACE  
 

  CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                          John Davis 

“Because of 

your 

unfailing 

love, I can 

enter your 

house; I will 

worship at 

your temple 

with deepest 

awe.” 

(Psalm 5:7) 

“He heals the 

brokenhearted 

and bandages 

their wounds.” 

(Psalm 147:3) 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/9204.Philip_Yancey
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2682878
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of Glory, sometimes it seems we cannot decide.  We say we will live to 

serve others, but end up meeting only our own needs.  We claim to live to 

honor Christ, but we do not take Him to our work, school, or home.  We 

believe that the Gospel can transform the lives of others, but we leave little 

room for transformation in our own lives.  Forgive us, merciful God.  Instead 

of grumbling, may we be ambassadors of grace.  Instead of giving in to 

apathy, may we carry compassion to the hurting.  Instead of worrying, may 

we be workers with Jesus Christ to reach out and bring the Kingdom of God 

to everyone we meet.  Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON   

This is the Good News:  there is no ranking in God’s Kingdom.  God graces 

everyone with the same gifts:  mercy, restoration, new life in Jesus.  

God has kept the covenant.  We have been forgiven; we have 

been made new people.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.  
 

*GLORIA PATRI                                  GLORIA PATRI (Greatorex) 
 

  CHORUS OF PRAISE (Please see the projected song.)                        Grant Farmer, leading 
 

WE OFFER OUR PRAYERS AND OUR GIFTS 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, THE LORD’S PRAYER, “WOW” MOMENTS  
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                                                                                    John Davis 

                                                             At the River                                           arr. A. Copland  
 

THE WORK OF GOD’S PEOPLE                                            Stuart Spencer 
 

OFFERTORY                                                                                                      Colton Martin 

                                             I am black but comely (Op. 18 No. 3)                      Marcel Dupré 
 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                           OLD HUNDREDTH  
   

  WE HEAR GOD’S POWERFUL WORD 
 

  SCRIPTURE LESSON Psalm 42:1–11  
 

  SERMON                     “Honestly. . . This Is Not the Life I Expected”             Stuart Spencer 

Sermon Series – Honestly:  Telling the Truth of Our Lives 
 

 SENDING HYMN  (Please turn to p. 4.)                                                     ST. MARGARET 

O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*CHORAL RESPONSE (Please see the projected lyrics.) 
 

*POSTLUDE                                                                                                         Colton Martin 

                                                       Prelude and Fugue in D                 Georg Friederich Händel 

 

 

*Those who are able, please stand. 

“Why am 

I discouraged? 

Why is my 

heart so sad? I 

will put my 

hope in God! I 

will praise him 

again— my 

Savior and my 

God!” 

(Psalm 42:11) 

“You never go 

away from us, 

yet we have 

difficulty in 

returning to 

you. Come, 

Lord, stir us 

up and call us 

back. Kindle 

us and seize 

us. Be our fire 

and our 

sweetness. Let 

us love. Let us 

run.”  

(Augustine of 

Hippo,  

Confessions)  
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SPECIAL THANKS! – The church offices were closed on Tuesday due to the loss of power 

following a rainstorm – and this was already a particularly busy week for us! – so we are very 

appreciative of the heroic efforts of several volunteers who came in on short notice to work 

on an all-church mailing.  Many thanks to Dick and Nancy Quanstrom, Elinor Raike, and 

Betty Hart.  Your servants’ hearts are an ongoing blessing! 

 

SUMMER TIDINGS – As we move into the full swing of our summer schedule, we invite 

you to pick up the summer issue of the Tidings!  Feel free to take a copy from The Table of 

Well Wishing or click on the link in e-News.  You can also access the Tidings from our 

website:  tmpc.org/publications.  Journey with us in this issue as we reflect upon the many 

movements of the Holy Spirit at Thompson Church!   

 

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR SERMON BLOG! – Are you traveling this summer but hate to miss 

out on worship with your TMPC family? You’re in luck! We’ve launched a Sermon Blog so 

you can stay connected even when you’re far away. Subscribe to this blog and receive emails 

with the week’s Scripture lesson and video recordings of the sermon. Visit tmpc.org/sermon-

blog or look for the subscription link in e-News. 

 

AID FOR FRIENDS – Our activity for August is a “twofer”!  One of the UrbanPromise 

camp activities is making breakfast bags for Aid for Friends; we will be asking for monetary 

donations over the next few weeks during Lemonade on the Lawn so that we can purchase all 

the ingredients needed to fill those breakfast bags.  Look for the collection canister if you are 

able to help us. 

 

CAMP PROMISE – We will be participating again this year (August 1-4, 12:30 to 4:30 

p.m.) at the UrbanPromise Trenton Summer Camp, helping out at Camp Promise (located at 

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, 140 North Warren Street, Trenton, New Jersey).  We expect 

35 to 45 campers, ranging in age from 6 to 14.  We would like to have one coordinator 

assigned to lead each day’s activity. If you are willing to be a leader for the day, please 

contact Rick Foltz. This is a great cause and those who have done it in the past keep coming 

back for more! 

 

BACKPACK UPDATE – Many thanks to those of you who have turned in your backpacks.  

You’ve done a great job!  Remember:  August 7 is the final day to return backpacks.  If you 

have any questions while filling your backpack, just ask either Joyce McBride or Janice 

Slack.  Thank you! 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – Our “Surf Shack” Bible School is coming soon!  Join us 

(August 15-19, 9:00 a.m. to noon) and catch the wave of this year’s exciting curriculum!  We 

are still in need of teachers, assistants, and teen “life guards” – please contact Patty Gatto 

(pgatto@tmpc.org) if interested; and if you can supply a cardboard box from a refrigerator or 

a washer/dryer (for “surf boards”), you’ll achieve hero status!  Thank you! 

 

 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/6819578.Augustine_of_Hippo
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/6819578.Augustine_of_Hippo
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1427207
mailto:pgatto@tmpc.org
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     WELCOME TO THOMPSON MEMORIAL 

             PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! 

 

“We are a joyful family called by God through Jesus Christ and 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to: 

welcome all, share our faith, love each other, 

serve the world, and glorify God.” 

 
WELCOME, VISITORS! – We are so glad that you are worshipping with us today!  Please 

sign the Fellowship Pad in your pew so that we can send you a welcome note.  If you have any 

questions or would like to have a tour of our building, please feel free to ask an usher.  

 

LEMONADE ON THE LAWN – Refreshments are provided today by the Deacons.  Please 

note:  Lemonade on the Lawn has gone paperless!  If you would like to host (which would be 

very much appreciated!), please use Sign-up Genius; see the link in e-News or on our website 

(visit:  tmpc.org/fellowship). 

 

USHERS/GREETERS TODAY – Today’s ushers are Amy Brewer, Kevin Brewer, and 

Joanne Clark. 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE – We are excited to have you with us during our 

summer worship schedule!  We will continue to meet for one Sunday worship service at 9:30 

a.m. through September 4.  (Of the remaining summer services, only the September 4 service 

will be held in Fellowship Hall; all of the other summer worship services will take place in the 

Sanctuary.)  Please join us! 

 

NEW-MEMBER CLASS:  AUGUST 27 AND 28 – Are you interested in becoming a 

member of Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church?  Pastors Spencer and Heckman invite 

you to join a two-session class if you wish to unite with the membership of this congregation. 

We are asking you to attend both sessions. The first session will be held on Saturday, August 

27, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  The second session will be held on Sunday, August 28, from 

11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Please contact Cynthia Tuleja (ctuleja@tmpc.org) before August 21 

if you are planning to attend.  Child care is available.  

 

COFFEE-HOUR AMBASSADORS AND WELCOMING GREETERS NEEDED! – As a 

genuine expression of Christ’s love in us, we want to open our arms in fellowship to anyone 

who comes through our doors.  One of the new ways we are doing this is by providing a 

“Coffee-Hour Ambassador” and a “Welcoming Greeter” on Sunday mornings.  The “Coffee-

Hour Ambassador” will mingle with people at coffee hour, guide lost sheep, and answer any 

questions about our church.  The “Welcoming Greeter” will stand outside worship at the end 

of services and greet new guests and visitors in a warm and welcoming manner.  We are 

looking to start this incentive by mid-August.  If you have any questions, please contact Amy 

Brewer. 

 

MEN’S STUDY GROUP – Our next meeting will be Tuesday, August 2, at 9:00 a.m. in the 

Conference Room.  We are studying Half Truths by Adam Hamilton, and we are currently 

reading Chapter 5. The Men’s Study Group meets on the first and third Tuesday of the month.  

All men are welcome! 
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Note:  Music images, the prayer page, and personal contact info. have been 

removed due to copyright and privacy issues. 

mailto:ctuleja@tmpc.org

