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                             Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church 

                                            First Sunday of Advent 
                                              

                                               November 29, 2015 
                        9:30 a.m. 

 
WE GATHER IN GOD’S LOVING PRESENCE 

 

“Waiting, as we see it in the people on the first pages of the Gospel, is waiting 

with a sense of promise.  ‘Zechariah...your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son.’  

‘Mary...you will conceive and bear a son’ (Luke 1:13, 30-31).  People who wait 

have received a promise that allows them to wait.  They have received something 

that is at work in them, like a seed that has started to grow.  This is very 

important.  We can only really wait if what we are waiting for has already begun 

for us.  So waiting is never a movement from nothing to something.  It is always a 

movement from something to something more.” 

                                                                                                                        Henri Nouwen 
 

WELCOME                                        Bailey Pruner 
 

PRELUDE                                                   Colton Martin 

                                                       Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme                                   J.S. Bach  
 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES                Andie Chronister, Aidan McGinley 
 

ADVENT CANDLES’ CHORUS  (Please turn to p. 4; sing verse 1 only.)     TIF IN VELDELE   

    Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah    
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                               

The Lord has done great things for us!  

And we are filled with joy! 
Our God has turned our weeping into singing.  

And our tears are turned into songs of joy! 
Christ of God, come anew in our hearts this day. 

And remain in us forever.  Glory to God in the highest, and 
peace on earth!  
   

*HYMN OF PRAISE  (Please turn to p. 5.)                                                                HYFRYDOL 

 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus    
 

WE SEEK GOD’S FORGIVENESS AND GIVE FORGIVENESS TO OTHERS  
  

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                    Kevin Vollrath 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Oh, promised Christ, we are a world at war.  Our peace depends on your 

coming into our lives, our hearts, our families, our church, and our world. 

We admit that we are sinful people. Our pardon depends on your coming. 

We are full of good intentions, but we are weak at keeping promises.  Our 

only hope of doing God’s will is that you should come and help us to do it.  

Lord Jesus, Word made flesh, our world waits for your peace, your pardon, 

and your grace.  Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.  Amen.  

          (We join in a time of silent prayer.) 
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
“Comfort, comfort my people,” says the Lord.  Your sins and mine are forgiven.  The 

penalty is paid.  

Yes, it is true!  We are forgiven and set free from our past.  Glory to 

God!  

 

*GLORIA PATRI              GLORIA PATRI (Greatorex) 

Glory Be to the Father 

 

*SHARING OUR PEACE 
As we enter this season of Advent, may the love of God the Father, the grace of Jesus 

Christ the Son, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be and abide with you all.  

 And also with you.   

 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                         Stuart Spencer 

 

*CHORUS OF PRAISE  (Please turn to p. 6.) MORECAMBE  

 Here, O Our Lord, We See You  

 

  CHILDREN’S SERMON                             Joel Wood 

 

 OFFERTORY Colton Martin 

                                        Improvisation on “Corde Natus Ex Parentis”        Colton Martin 

 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                           OLD HUNDREDTH  

  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  

 

SHARING THE WORK OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

 
WE HEAR GOD’S POWERFUL WORD 

 

ANTHEM                               With One Voice Choir 

 Thou Shalt Know Him When He Comes                   Hal H. Hopson  

 

 SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 1:1-25 (p. 56)  

 

 SERMON “He Is Near”                               Stuart Spencer 

 Sermon Series:  Preparing the Way 

 
WE COME TO THE TABLE OF THE LORD JESUS 

 

*INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE                                                       Stuart Spencer 

   

*HYMN OF PREPARATION  (Please see the projected music.) 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                             Bailey Pruner 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 

You are holy, oh God of majesty, and  blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our 

Lord.  You sent Him into this world to satisfy the longings of your  people 

for a Savior, to bring freedom to the captives of sin, and to establish justice 

for the oppressed.  He came among us as one of us, taking the lot of the 

poor, and sharing human suffering.  We rejoice that in His death and 

resurrection you have set before us the sure promise of new life and the 

certain hope of a heavenly home, where we will sit at the table with Christ, 

our Host. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven 

and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest! 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION   

 

COMMUNION OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

(Please eat the bread when it is served, and hold the cup until all are served.)  

 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*POSTLUDE                                                                                                        Colton Martin 

                            “Grand Choeur” from Vingt morceaux pour orgue   Charles-Alexis Chauvet  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

*Those who are able, please stand.  
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*** Music removed for copyright reasons *** 
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THE FELLOWSHIP OF PRAYER 
 

*** Named prayers removed for privacy *** 
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WELCOME TO THOMPSON MEMORIAL 

 PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! 

 

“We are a joyful family called by God through Jesus Christ and 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to: 

welcome all, share our faith, love each other, serve the world, and glorify God.” 
 

WELCOME VISITORS!  We are so glad that you are worshipping with us today!  Please 

sign the Fellowship Pad in your pew so that we can send you a welcome note.  If you have any 

questions or would like to have a tour of our building, please feel free to ask an usher.  
 

COFFEE HOUR – Refreshments are provided today by the Youth Mission Team.  New hosts 

may sign up at The Table of Well Wishing! 
 

USHERS/GREETERS TODAY – Today’s ushers/greeters are Susan Achenbach, Amy 

Brewer, Colleen Guest, Melissa Mantz, and Ian Power. 
 

PRE-SERVICE PRAYER TIME – Are you interested in growing in your prayer life? Are 

you interested in serving the Body of Christ through the ministry of prayer?  Consider 

gathering for a time of prayer and intercession in the chapel before the early worship service.  

We started today at 9:00, but on future Sundays we’ll meet at 8:00.  Contact Kevin Vollrath 

for more details. 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST:  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5 – Thompson’s men will gather for a 

hearty breakfast on Saturday morning, December 5, at 8:30 a.m.  Following our meal, we will 

hear from Robert “Woody” Wood of the Synergy Project. The Synergy Project offers 

assistance for runaway, homeless, nomadic, and “street” youth in Bucks County.  This 

program can connect youth with shelters/housing or help youth with basic necessities.  Come 

and meet Woody and hear how God is working among at-risk youth from our own 

community.  Sign up at The Table of Well Wishing.  Teenagers and young adult men are 

welcome. 
 

MEN’S RETREAT:  JANUARY 22–24, 2016 – Men from Thompson Church will travel to 

the Poconos for a weekend retreat. Rev. Dr. Doug Hoglund, Senior Pastor of the Woodside 

Presbyterian Church, will be our guest speaker.  Save the date and plan to come! 
 

MILES FOR MISSION – Our High School Mission Team will be heading to Crownpoint, 

New Mexico to serve the residents of the Navajo Nation Reservation, July 9-16, 2016.  The 

trip to New Mexico will cost $4.00 per mile, and any donation will help us along our way!  

You can give on our website at tmpc.org/mission-trips or fill out an envelope from our bulletin 

board.  Please see Bailey Pruner with questions.  
 

AID FOR FRIENDS – December is upon us; we’re having fish fillets for our next meal for 

Aid for Friends.  Please look for the sign-up sheets in Fellowship Hall for our needed 

ingredients.  If you have any questions, call Susan Achenbach (267-432-4312) or Holly 

Tomkovicz.  (Note:  We are still collecting McCaffrey’s receipts.) 

 

MEN’S STUDY GROUP – Our next meeting will be Tuesday, December 1, at 9:00 a.m. in 

the Conference Room.  We are reading the book Glory Days by Max Lucado, and we are 

currently reading chapters 5, 6, 7, and 8. The Men’s Study Group meets on the first and third 

Tuesday of the month.  All men are welcome! 
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CHILDWAY – Tracey Jefferson, Patty Gatto, and Amy Repasy would like to thank 

everyone for helping to support the children of ChildWay.  Reminder:  all ChildWay gifts 

need to brought to the Pre-School Sunday School Room by December 1.  If you purchased a 

gift for an individual child, please bring it, wrapped with the label (which we provided) on the 

outside of the gift.  If you purchased a house gift, please place it, unwrapped, in the bin 

labeled “ChildWay” in the Pre-School Sunday School Room. 
 

ADVENT MORNING PRAYER GROUP – On three Thursday mornings in Advent, Pastor 

Spencer will lead a 45-minute time of prayer.  Stuart will present a short teaching on how to 

pray, followed by time for prayer. There will be a particular emphasis this Advent on 

intercessory prayer, or praying for others. The group meets in the chapel from 8:15 a.m. to 

9:00 a.m. on the following Thursdays:  December 3, 10, and 17.  
 

CANTUS NOVUS – “Guide us to thy perfect light!”  Those wondrous words are from the 

first Christmas night when the Magi traveled to the Christ child.  Helping to bring this season 

to light and life, Cantus Novus, a choral group that includes our own John Davis, will present 

a music program at area churches on December 4, 5, and 6.  Tickets are $20.00 in advance 

($25.00 at the door).  See the flyer above The Table of Well Wishing for more details. 
 

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS MARKET – Our annual Alternative Christmas Market 

will be held again this year on Sunday, December 6, during both coffee hours.  The missions 

we will be supporting are Life Abundant, Fisherman’s Mark, Urban Promise, and Good News 

Home for Women.  Please bring your checkbook or some extra cash to do some early 

Christmas shopping and to support the important work of these local missions! 

 

ADVENT MINI-RETREAT – Newtown Presbyterian Church is hosting a mini-retreat for 

all women (at no charge) on December 12 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  The morning 

comprises two sessions; you may attend either or both.  This promises to be a wonderful time 

of contemplation and fellowship with our neighboring sisters in Christ.  The Advent topic will 

be “Filled with Expectation.”  Registration forms are on The Table of Well Wishing; 

completed forms may be placed in Jo Ann Alberts’ church mailbox. 

 

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA – On Saturday, December 12, at 12:00 p.m. our 

cemetery will participate in a Wreaths Across America ceremony.  The mission of Wreaths 

Across America is to honor veterans in cemeteries around the country.  The Guardians of the 

National Cemetery will be participating in our ceremony again this year, along with Pastor 

Stuart Spencer and Pastor Peter Gregory, who will be event speakers.  There are veterans 

from many wars who rest here at our beautiful and historic Thompson Church Cemetery; 

please join us as we honor them in this nondenominational ceremony.  

 

RESCUE MISSION OF TRENTON – You are invited to donate all types of clothing and 

shoes, which will be distributed free of charge to clients in an emergency shelter or anyone 

who simply cannot pay at the Mission Thrift Store in Trenton.  The (very large!) donation box 

is in Fellowship Hall.  (When the box is full, we will schedule a pick-up.) 

 

ADVENT SOUP-AND-BREAD SUPPER WITH EVENING PRAYER – Join your 

church family for a soup-and-bread supper on Wednesday evening, December 16, in 

Fellowship Hall from 6:00 p.m. to 6:50 p.m.  Then at 7:00 p.m. we will gather in the 

Sanctuary for the service of Evening Prayer.  On this evening we remember those we love 

who have died or who are facing adversity.  Be sure to invite someone who may be 

“struggling” in the weeks before Christmas. 
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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

 

 

     Foglifters AA group meets Sunday through Saturday in the Conference Room (7:00-8:00 a.m.). 

Sun., 
11/29 

9:30 Fifth Sunday Worship 
Service (Fellowship Hall) 

Thurs., 
12/3 
(cont’d) 

5:30 Bell Choir Rehearsals: 
Chimes & Credo 
(Rm. 123 & Choir Rm.) 

  9:45 Christian Education for All 
Ages 

  7:00 Theology on Tap (Vince’s 
Pizza in Yardley) 

  11:00 Staff Meeting (Conference 
Room) 

    AA Men’s Meeting 
(Conference Room) 

Mon., 
11/30 

9:30 Women’s Bible Study 
(Conference Room):  Read 
Ch. 4 of Not a Silent Night 

  8:00 With One Voice Choir 
Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

  1:00 Wreaths Across America 
(Conference Room) 

Fri., 
12/4 

10:00 Fabulous Folders 
(Conference Room) 

 7:00 Adult Bell Choir (Choir 
Room) 

Sat., 
12/5 

8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
(Fellowship Hall) 

Tues., 
12/1 

9:00 Men’s Study Group 
(Conference Room) 

 5:00 Farmers’ Club 
(Fellowship Hall) 

  9:30 Worship & Music Committee 
(Choir Room) 

  6:00 Women’s AA Meeting 
(Conference Room) 

 7:00 Membership Meeting 
(Conference Room) 

Sun., 
12/6 

8:30 Traditional Worship 
Service (Sanctuary) 

 Wed., 
12/2 

5:30 Grey Sheeters Anonymous 
(Room 115) 

 9:45 Christian Education for 
All Ages 

  6:00 Adult Bell Choir at Gloria Dei 
(Newtown) 

  11:00 Contemporary Worship 
Service (Fellowship Hall) 

Thurs., 
12/3 

8:15 Morning Prayer 
(Chapel) 

  12:30 Confirmation Luncheon 
(Conference Room) 

  4:30 Choir Rehearsals: 
Cherubs & Jesus’ Joyful 
(Room 125 & Choir Room) 

  6:00 ROCK (Junior High 
Youth Group) 

    7:30 Rooted (Senior High 
Youth Group) 

CHRISTMAS CAROLLING – Save the date!  On Friday, December 18, we will gather at 

TMPC before heading out to go Christmas carolling.  More details to come! 
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“In everything give thanks:  
for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus concerning you.”   

(1 Thessalonians 5:18) 
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Disciples:  All Members of the Congregation 

Teaching Elder/Pastor (Sabbath:  Monday) ...................................... ..…..Stuart H. Spencer 

Teaching Elder/Associate Pastor (Sabbath:  Friday) ..................................... Bailey Pruner 

Director of Christian Education for Children and Youth  ................................... Patty Gatto 

Communications and Administration ............................................................ Cynthia Tuleja 

Church Accountant .......................................................................................... Linda Landis 

Organist/Accompanist ..................................................................................... Colton Martin 

Choir Director………………………………..…………………….………Patricia Murphy 

Contemporary Worship Music Leader………………………………………..Grant Farmer 

Seminary Interns…..………………………………..………Kevin Vollrath and Joel Wood 

Sexton…………………………………………………………………………...George Salt 

Business Administrator (Volunteer)...…………………………………………..Sue Schaub 


