
  

 

  
 

Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church 
Christmas Eve 

 
December 24, 2018 

 
4:30 p.m.   Children’s Service 

 
 

 ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP MUSICALLY Dorothy Fine 
                                                    Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring   J.S. Bach 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME  Bailey Heckman 
 
PRELUDE Credo Bell Choir 
  Jesus, Jesus, Rest Your Head    arr. Cathy Moklebust 
 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  The Kasprow Family 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

The grace of God has appeared, 
bringing salvation to all!  

The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light. 

For a child has been born for us, 
a Son has been given to us.  

He is Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

To us is born in the city of David 
a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord.  

Glory to God in the highest!  
 
*CAROL NO. 136        Go, Tell It on the Mountain   GO TELL IT 
  
                                                  LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 
FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 9: 2-4, 6-7 Stephen Murphy 
                                                       Hope in the Messiah 
 
PROLOGUE Cherub Choir 
                                                      The Little Drummer Boy arr. Tricia Murphy 
 
SECOND LESSON  Isaiah 11:1-9 Julian Koh 
                                                 A Branch from David’s Line                         Ella Keeler 
  
OFFERTORY  Youth Bell Choir 

                                                 O Come, All Ye Faithful     John F. Wade 
 
THIRD LESSON   Luke 1:26-35; 38 Morgan Cliver 
                                                   The Birth of Jesus Foretold 
 

Love is born!  
Come, share in  

the wonder. Love is 
God now asleep in 

the hay. See the 
glow in the eyes of 
his mother; what is 
the name her heart 

is saying? Love! 
Love! Love is the 

name she whispers. 
Love! Love! Jesus, 

Emmanuel. 
 

Ken Bible  

“I am the Light of 
the world. 

Whoever follows 
me will never 

walk in darkness 
but will have the 

light of life.” 
 

(John 8:12) 

If we could 
condense all the 

truths of Christmas 
into only three 

words, these would 
be the words: “God 

with us.” ... More 
astonishing than a 

baby in the manger 
is the truth that this 

promised baby is 
the omnipotent 
Creator of the 

heavens and the 
earth! 

 
John MacArthur   



  

 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC   Jesus’ Joyful Choir 
         Christmas Star John Williams 
 
FOURTH LESSON         Luke 2:1, 3-7 Madeline Gallagher 

The birth of Jesus 
 
CAROL NO. 115  MUELLER 

Away in a Manger 
 
FIFTH LESSON          Luke 2:8-16 McKenna Cliver 

The shepherds and the Angels 
 
*CAROL NO. 119  MENDELSSOHN 

Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing 
 
SIXTH LESSON            Matthew 2:1-12 Julian Lyons 

Visitors from the East 
 
CAROL NO. 151 (Verses 1,2&5)  KINGS OF ORIENT 

We Three Kings of Orient Are 
 
SEVENTH LESSON              John 1:1-14 Annabella Murphy 

Christ, the Eternal Word 
 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES   Jim Poinsett 
 
CAROL NO. 122  STILLE NACHT 

 Silent Night, Holy Night! 
                                                        (First verse sung by choir) 
 
CHRISTMAS PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER Jim Poinsett 

God of mystery and might, we praise and worship you, for you came in silence, 
while all lay sleeping, to enter our world as a child of humble birth. We thank you 
for your Son, Jesus Christ, born of your handmaid Mary. In his face we behold 
your glory, for in his life as in his death is your gift of salvation. By your Spirit, 
make our hearts burn with thanksgiving, that we may give as we have received. 
Let our whole lives be gifts of praise to you, God of love and peace, in the 
gracious name of Jesus Christ, your Son, who taught us to pray saying... 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive  
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

(Please extinguish your candles following the Prayer) 
 

*CAROL NO. 134  ANTIOCH 
                                                                  Joy to the World 
 
*BENEDICTION   Bailey Heckman 
 
*POSTLUDE  Dorothy Fine 

                                                                In Dulci Jubilo             J.S. Bach 
  
*Those who are able, please stand. 

“And suddenly 
there was with 
the angel a 
multitude of the 
heavenly host, 
praising God and 
saying, ‘Glory to 
God in the 
highest heaven, 
and on earth 
peace among 
those whom He 
favors!’ ” 
 
(Luke 2:13-14) 

“Joy to the World! 
Anyone for whom 
this sound is 
foreign, or who 
hears it in nothing 
but weak 
enthusiasm, has  
not yet  really 
heard the gospel.”  
 
Dietrich  
Bonhoeffer 

 

 
THOMPSON MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 
WELCOME!    We extend our warmest welcome to you this Christmas Eve so that you might be reminded that God 
loves you and has come to you in a very unique and extravagant way through Jesus Christ.  Our worship expresses the 
joy of Christ’s birth and His life on this Earth by which He accomplished salvation through His work on the cross for 
those who believe.  This Christmas season may you richly experience the new life that Christ offers, and know that you 
are always welcome here in our church family! 
 
THE LIGHT OF LIFE   The lights have been dimmed to symbolize the darkness of the world before the birth of 
Christ.  The burning candles represent the Light that has come into the world and into our lives through the gift of Jesus 
Christ.  To light your candle, tilt it over the one that is already lit.  Please do not tip the lighted candle!  Parents, please 
supervise your children as they light and hold their candles.  Thank you! 
 
CHRISTMAS BRUNCH  AT TMPC  YOU'RE INVITED!   On December 25, You are invited to a special edition of 
our Community Meal—a Christmas Day brunch—at TMPC.  A hearty brunch will be served in Fellowship Hall from 11 
am – 12:30 pm.   Everyone is welcome, so invite a neighbor or a friend and join us!  We’re coordinating transportation 
with several groups in the community to have them join us.  Nobody should be alone on Christmas Day.  Come share 
your fellowship and enjoy a great meal!  It is the season of giving and we need lots of help, so if you would like to lend a 
hand, please go to "TMPC Christmas Brunch 2018” on the TMPC website to sign up and make this a special Christmas 
Day for many!   

 
A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING to Benefit ADVOCATES FOR THE HOMELESS & 
THOSE IN NEED (AHTN)  is a Bucks County interfaith nonprofit that serves the homeless and those in 
need by providing year-long access to emergency shelter, food, and other life-sustaining services, with 
dignity and compassion. They started in Bucks County in 2009 with the Code Blue program which 
provides shelter to the homeless when temperatures dip below 25 degrees and have expanded with other 
services benefitting those in need.  The Code Blue van is used to transport guests to our monthly 
community meals.   Again this year, the offering from our Christmas Eve services will be donated to 
AHTN.  Special pew envelopes will be available at all three services.  Please keep those less fortunate in 

mind during this time of year and give generously.    To learn more about AHTN, please check out their website, 
AHTN.org, or take a few minutes to look at their statistics. http://www.ahtn.org/about-us/statistics/.  Place your 
donations in the GREEN ENVELOPE provided or located at the end of the pew. 
 
 
A SPECIAL THANK YOU USHERS/GREETERS  Thank you to our ushers and others who offer their help during 
our Christmas services today; Thank you to Rosanne, Tom and  Robert Bell, Talyana Bromberg, Melissa Mantz, Joanne 
and Bill Clark. 
 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR NEXT TWO SUNDAYS    Sunday, December 30, we worship at 9:30 am in the 
Sanctuary for our Fifth Sunday Service.   And on Sunday, January 6  we will have one service only at 8:30 am. In the 
Sanctuary with Congregational Meeting at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

CONGREGATIONAL CONVERSATION JANUARY 6  SAVE THE DATE!     The Long Range Planning 
Committee will host a Congregational Conversation on Sunday, January 6 at 10:00 am  following the 8:30 am 
Worship Service and (in lieu of Christian Education time and the 11:00 am worship service) in Fellowship Hall as part 
of the Mission Study process. This is an opportunity for church members to provide direct input into the formation of 
the Mission Study Report, which is the first step in searching for an installed pastor.  The LRP Committee will facilitate 
intentional conversations about TMPC’s core values and hopes and dreams for the future: “Who are we?” “What is our 
purpose?” “What qualities are needed in our next leader?” This Congregational Conversation will last approximately 90 
minutes, we will enjoy a light fare and childcare will be provided. Please sign up at the Table of Well Wishing now or 
RSVP via the website or e-news link and let us know if you have childcare needs! 
 
CHILDREN’S CHOIRS   Our children have joyfully presented their music today to the glory of God.  If you know of 
a child who would like to register for one of our choirs, please contact our Choir Director, Tricia Murphy. 
 
MEN’S RETREAT ON JANUARY 25-27   SIGN UP NOW!   Can you use a break after the rush of Christmas and the 
busyness of the Fall? Life can feel like a blur, so why not give yourself and your family a gift? Come along and join men 
from our church at a beautiful mountain home at Skytop in the heart of the Poconos. You can count on plenty of fun and 
time to build friendships with guys from our church -- and start a few new ones as well.  We will be joined by Pastor 
Scott Mitchell who will lead a study entitled "Trust the Process: The Life of Joseph.''   The cost is $100 which covers all 
food and lodging for the weekend.  Check out the brochure on the Table of Well Wishing.  Space is limited so sign up 
now.  The sign up deadline is Sunday, January 6.  Feel free to contact Rick Schaub  with any questions.  Look on our 
website www.tmpc.org/retreats for more information and to view the brochure! Or pick up a brochure from the Table of 
Well Wishing.  The deadline is January 6. 

http://www.ahtn.org/
http://www.ahtn.org/about-us/statistics/
http://www.tmpc.org/retreats

