
 

 
WELCOME!    We extend our warmest welcome to you this Christmas Eve so that you might be reminded 
that God loves you and has come to you in a very unique and extravagant way through Jesus Christ.  Our 
worship expresses the joy of Christ’s birth and His life on this Earth by which He accomplished salvation 
through His work on the cross for those who believe.  This Christmas season may you richly experience the 
new life that Christ offers, and know that you are always welcome here in our church family! 

 

USHERS AND GREETERS   Today’s ushers are Susan Achenbach, Rosanne Bell, Talyana Bromberg and 

Brad Michael.  

 

A SPECIAL COLLECTION DURING CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES FOR 
ADVOCATES FOR THE HOMELESS & THOSE IN NEED  (AHTN)   We are having a Special 

Christmas Eve Offering to Benefit AHTN. AHTN is a Bucks County interfaith nonprofit that serves the 

homeless and those in need by providing year-long access to emergency shelter, food, and other life-

sustaining services, with dignity and compassion. They started in Bucks County in 2009 with the Code Blue 

program which provides shelter to the homeless when temperatures dip below 25 degrees.  The Code Blue 

van is used to transport guests to our monthly community meals.   AHTN recently lost a major donor and is in 

great need of our support.  This year, the offering from our Christmas Eve services will be donated to AHTN.   

To learn more about AHTN, please check out their website, AHTN.org, or take a few minutes to look at their 

statistics. http://www.ahtn.org/about-us/statistics/.  Place your donations in the GREEN ENVELOPE 

provided or located at the end of the pew. 

 

CHILDREN’S CHOIRS   Our children have joyfully presented their music today to the glory of God.  If you 

know of a child who would like to register for one of our choirs, please contact our Choir Director, Tricia 

Murphy. 

 

DECEMBER 25   Join us on Monday for a Christmas Community Brunch in Fellowship Hall at 11:00 am.   

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR NEXT SUNDAY    Next Sunday, December 31, we worship at 9:30 am in 

the Sanctuary for our Fifth Sunday Service.  On Sunday, January 7, we return to our regular Sunday worship 

schedule:  a Traditional Worship Service at 8:30 am in the Sanctuary and a Contemporary Worship Service at 

11:00 am in Fellowship Hall. Our Educational Hour for every age resumes on January 7 as we gather to 

study God’s Word as a Church family from 9:45 to 10:45 am.  
 

MEN’S RETREAT ON JANUARY 26-28   The men of Thompson Church are heading north for a Winter 

Retreat at the end of January.  We are hoping for plenty of snow and ice! Our guest speaker is Rev. Dr. Doug 

Hoglund, Senior Pastor of the Woodside Presbyterian Church. Our theme for the weekend is “Don’t Be a 

Caveman!” Come and experience rich fellowship, deep spiritual renewal, and plenty of fun.  Brochures can be 

found on The Table of Well Wishing or online at tmpc.org/retreats/ The registration deadline is January 7. 

SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES    New Year, New Opportunities! We are offering two opportunities 

to be in a small group. One of these groups will meet once a month on Sunday mornings at 9:45 am in the 

Chapel. Childcare will be provided in the nursery. The second group will decide together what works best for 

them in terms of day, time, and frequency. Sign up today on the Table of Well Wishing. If you have any 

questions contact Judy Cronise.  

MEN’S STUDY GROUP   Our next meeting will be Tuesday, January 2 at 9:00 am in the Conference 

Room. We are studying “Anxious for Nothing” by Max Lucado.  There is no reading requirement but we will 

complete the video series.  We meet on the first and third Tuesday of each month.  ALL MEN ARE 

WELCOME. 

 

AID FOR FRIENDS   Our next Aid for Friends meal preparation of rotini pasta with meatballs will be on 

January 9.  Please look for the signup sheets on the Bulletin Board in Fellowship Hall to volunteer to bring in 

some of our needed ingredients.  If you have any questions, please contact Susan Achenbach  or Beth 

Thompson  or Barbara Pope. 
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Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church 

Christmas Eve 

 

December 24, 2017 
 

4:30 p.m.   Children’s Service 

 
 ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
 WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP MUSICALLY          Dorothy Fine 

                                    A Medley of Carols                  
 
 WELCOME          Stuart Spencer 
 
 PRELUDE           Cherub Choir 
 Sing we now of Jesus            arr. Tricia Murphy 
 
 LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE               Liz and Jack Kelly 

   
*CAROL (see screen)                  ANTIOCH 
 Go Tell it on the Mountain 
  
*PRAYER OF ADORATION               Amanda Hanrahan 

Come good friends, come to Bethlehem! 

Come to Bethlehem, and celebrate a newborn child 

with Mary and Joseph.  

Come to Bethlehem, and rejoice that God’s love is found in a 

tiny, helpless baby.  

Come to Bethlehem, and sing praises with the 

shepherds for what God has done.  

Jesus is born. God’s Word lives! 

Praise be to God. Alleluia! Amen.  

  
*GREETING 

The peace of our Savior, Jesus Christ, be with you.  

And also with you.  
 

 ANTHEM          The Murphy Family 
   Carol of the Bells       arr. Kelly Schenbeck Riley  

  

THE STORY OF CHRISTMAS 
 
THE STORY: Introduction                                                                      Bailey Heckman 

 

*CAROL (see screen)                                                                                            ANTIOCH 
 Joy to the World  
 

THE STORY: Mary and the Angel 
Narrators:                                                                               Julia Lyons and Ryan Murphy 
 

Love is born!  

Come, share in  

the wonder. Love is 

God now asleep in 

the hay. See the 

glow in the eyes of 

his mother; what is 

the name her heart 

is saying? Love! 

Love! Love is the 

name she whispers. 

Love! Love! Jesus, 

Emmanuel. 

 

Ken Bible  

“Joy to the World! 

Anyone for whom 

this sound is 

foreign, or who 

hears it in nothing 

but weak 

enthusiasm, has  

not yet  really 

heard the gospel.”  

 

Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer 

“...the shepherds 

said to one another, 

‘Let us go now to 

Bethlehem and see 

this thing that has 

taken place, which 

the Lord has made 

known to us.’” 

 

(Luke 2:15) 

  

 

 

CAROL (see insert)  ANNUNCIATION 
        To a Maid Whose Name Was Mary 
    (Verses 1,4,6) 

 

THE STORY: Trip to Bethlehem 
Narrators:  McKenna Cliver and Lia Michael 
 

CAROL (see screen)  CRADLE SONG 
         Away in a Manger 

 

THE STORY: A Star Appears 
Narrator:                                                       Morgan Cliver
   

CAROL (see insert)  PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 
                                        What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright   Led by Brooks Hanrahan 
      (Verses 1-2) 

 

THE STORY: The Shepherds and the Angels 
Narrators:                                                 Charlotte Haubrich, Jane Haubrich and Lily Rampe 

 

*CAROL (see screen)  GLORIA 
              Angels We Have Heard on High 

 

THE STORY: Shepherds Journey to Bethlehem 
Narrator:  Annabella Murphy 

 

ANTHEM   Credo Bell Choir 
                                                 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice arr. Kevin McChesney  
  

A PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS  Bailey Heckman 
Good and gracious God, on this holy night you gave us your Son, the Lord of 
the universe, wrapped in swaddling clothes, the Savior of all, lying in a 
manger. On this holy night draw us into the mystery of your love. Join our 
voices with the heavenly hosts that we may sing your glory on high. Give us a 
place among the shepherds that we may find the one for whom we have 
waited, Jesus Christ, the Messiah and Lord, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.  

 

OFFERTORY   Jesus’ Joyful Choir 
 He is Born  arr. Trevor Manor  
 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES            Stuart Spencer 

 
CAROL (see screen)                 STILLE NACHT
 Silent Night, Holy Night! 

 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER Stuart Spencer 

 

BENEDICTION 
(Please extinguish your candles following the Benediction) 

 

 POSTLUDE  Dorothy Fine 
                                                               In Dulci Jubilo                                            J.S. Bach  

*Those who are able, please stand.  

 

THE LIGHT OF LIFE   The lights have been dimmed to symbolize the darkness of the world before the 
birth of Christ.  The burning candles represent the Light that has come into the world and into our lives 

through the gift of Jesus Christ.  To light your candle, tilt it over the one that is already lit.  Please do not tip 
the lighted candle!  Parents, please supervise your children as they light and hold their 

candles.  Thank you! 

“I am the Light 

of the world. 

Whoever follows 

me will never 

walk in darkness 

but will have the 

light of life.” 

 

(John 8:12) 

To a Maid 

Whose 

Name Was Mary 

tells the story of 

the Annunciation, 

the announcement  

by the angel 

Gabriel to the 

Virgin Mary that 

she would conceive 

and become the 

mother of Jesus. 

“And suddenly 

there was with 

the angel a 

multitude of the 

heavenly host, 

praising God and 

saying, ‘Glory to 

God in the 

highest heaven, 

and on earth 

peace among 

those whom He 

favors!’ ” 

 

(Luke 2:13-14) 


