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The church calendar moves fast. It 
seems that we barely get the baby 
Jesus wrapped in tissue and placed 
securely in the Christmas box, when 
before you know it, Ash Wednesday is 
here. It is already time for us to 
contemplate whether or not to give up 
chocolate for Lent. Our heads are 
spinning as we wonder how the child in 
the manger is already grown and facing 
the cross? What happened? How did we 
get here so soon? 
 
Just at the church’s season of Advent 
helped us prepare our hearts and souls 
to welcome the birth of Christ, so our 
season of Lent helps us prepare for the 
new life of Easter. Lent begins 40 days 
before Easter on Ash Wednesday, this 
year on March 6. The period of 40 days 
is drawn from Jesus’ 40 days in the 
wilderness, wrestling with Satan. Our 
gospels remember this as a time of 
preparation, testing, and soul searching 
for Jesus. Just what was God calling him 
to do with his life? After those 40 days, 
Jesus has the clarity and strength to 
carry out his ministry. 
 
Early Christians, longing for such clarity 
and strength in their own lives, were 
inspired by Jesus’ wilderness sojourn. 
They began to engage in their own 
journey of study and spiritual devotion. 
They wanted to be able to experience  

 
with Christ  a death to all that kept them 
from living, and arising with Christ to 
new life filled with greater meaning, joy, 
and peace. Thus, we have the season of 
Lent. 
 

Lent at TMPC begins with a community 
Ash Wednesday service, this year at 
the Anchor Presbyterian Church. Over 
the next five weeks there will be a 
series of Soup & Bread Suppers and 
Lenten Worship Services to provide 
space for contemplation, reflection, and 
prayer. Of course, our Sunday worship 
during Lent will be filled with powerful 
music and preaching, as we journey 
with Jesus and consider once again 
what it means to be a follower of Christ. 
 

The holiest week of the year will begin 
on Palm Sunday, April 14 with a 9:30 
a.m. worship service in Fellowship Hall, 
and two of the most poignant and 
moving services of the year: Maundy 
Thursday and the Good Friday 
Tenebrae.  
 
Then on Easter morning, the good 
news of Christ’s rising fills the early 
morning with joy. All are invited to greet 
the Easter morning by gathering for 
worship as we celebrated Christ’s 
resurrection with instruments and 
joyous song. We will sing and celebrate 
the new life that is ours in the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
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Tidings 

“The Lenten Season” by Pastor Jim Poinsett 
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“Shell Answer Man”  
by Pastor Jim Poinsett 

 
 In the 1990s there was a series of commercials featuring the Shell Answer 
Man. These commercials talked about ways to save gasoline and how to keep a 
car maintained. The Shell Answer Man was portrayed as the expert who had the 
answer to any question regarding automobiles. Today, automobiles are more 
complex and so is motor oil! In fact, as electric vehicles (EV), plug in hybrids, and 
solar powered cars enter the market, motor oil may become a memory. 
  
 Congregations have also turned to experts for guidance. In the 
book, Leadership Without Easy Answers, Ronald Heifetz writes, “In times of 
distress we turn to authority. To the breaking point, we place our hopes and 
frustration upon those whose presumed knowledge, wisdom, and skill show the 
promise of fulfillment. Authorities serve as repositories for our worries and 
aspirations, holding them, if they can, in exchange for the powers we give them.” 
  
 Authoritative experts serve us well when we are dealing with technical 
problems. These are problems we can both define and solve. This is the diagnosis 
of an infection that needs an antibiotic. But often in congregations, the problem is 
not technical but adaptive. Adaptive problems cannot easily be defined, and if they 
can be defined, there is no clear solution. When we are faced with adaptive 
problems, the solution requires learning and changing our behavior. 
  
 So then, how do we learn? I believe we learn together, in community. We 
learn by listening to one another. We learn by listening to those who are in the 
same situation and struggling with the same issues. We learn by having holy 
conversations of discernment based on scripture, prayer, confession, and 
commitment to change. 
  
 Last Saturday, the Elders and Deacons of TMPC gathered for a time of 
Spiritual Discernment. We discussed the changes taking place: at TMPC with the 
departure of a longtime pastor; and the changes taking place in the culture we 
encounter as church as our society becomes more secular. Along with the 
Congregational Conversation that took place on January 6, and the congregational 
survey that is now available, we are engaging in Spiritual Discernment, which will 
help shape TMPC as we enter the next season of ministry. The idea is to gather 
people from our congregation so we can share thoughts and ideas and together 
discern who and what God is calling us to be as we enter the future. 
  
 Congregational ministry doesn’t have a Shell Answer Man. What it does 
have is the Holy Spirit who is present as we listen and speak and as we open our 
hearts to God’s direction for our lives and our congregations. 

2019 PER-CAPITA CONTRIBUTION    
 

Every Presbyterian shares in the benefit of the PC(USA)’s system of government, so every 
Presbyterian is asked to help defray the expenses associated with the Presbytery.  TMPC’s 
contribution this year is $29.25 per member.   An envelope intended for this contribution can be 
found in your  annual offering box; if you e-Give, there is an “apportionment” category for this 
purpose. 

LEARNING FROM EACH OTHER 



 

Each Lent TMPC and churches across the country and around the 
world participate in a special offering know as One Great Hour of 
Sharing. This Lent, March 6– April 21, each of our children and youth 
will receive a fish shaped bank which they will fill as a spiritual practice 
during Lent. Then on Palm Sunday they will bring in their banks and 
the congregation will take up a special offering for One Great Hour of 
Sharing. Each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) helps to 
improve the lives of people in challenging situations. The Offering 
provides us a way to share God’s love with our neighbors in need. In 
fact, OGHS is the single, largest way that Presbyterians come together 
every year to work for a better world.  
 
Around the world, millions of people lack access to sustainable food 
sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunity. The three 
programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing — Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-
Development of People — all work in different ways to serve 
individuals and communities in need. From initial disaster response to 
ongoing community development, their work fits together to provide 
people with safety, sustenance, and hope.  

One Great Hour of Sharing, makes a difference in the world.  
 

      PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE (PDA)  
:  Works alongside communities as they recover and find hope after the devastation of natural or human-

caused disasters, and support for refugees  
:  Receives 32% of funds raised  
PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM (PHP)  
:  Takes action to alleviate hunger, care for creation, and the systemic causes of poverty so all may be fed  
:  Receives 36% of funds raised  
SELF-DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE (SDOP)  
: Invests in communities responding to their experiences of oppression, poverty and injustice and educates 

Presbyterians about the impact of these issues  
: Receives 32% of funds raised  
 

Mighty and merciful God, in Jesus Christ you opened the doors to us.  Make us a church whose doors open so 
that we go out to join in mission and ministry with all our neighbors in need.  Through the gifts we offer to One 
Great Hour of Sharing, may your light break forth before us, and may we be called repairers of the breach, 
restorers of streets to live in.  (Isaiah 58) 
 
When a disaster strikes, people give, volunteer, and pray so that those impacted receive help and hope, this is 
church. When poverty and violence cause hunger and people join together to respond to the need and address 
its root causes, this is church. When injustice falls on those who are vulnerable and people join hands with one 
another and lift their voices against the interests of power, this is church.  
 
The church is the Holy Spirit’s transforming power emanating into the world sharing the compassion, justice, 
love, and peace of Christ. Presbyterians join the movement of the Spirit into every corner of the Earth — and on 
this day, through our church-wide One Great Hour of Sharing.  Offering collected on Palm Sunday. 
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Palm Sunday, April 14 
          9:30 am Service 
Collection of fish banks 
and special envelopes. 
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TMPC WELCOMES OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 

Beth Ann Thompson 

Annie Lo Charles Napier 

Kurt Thompson 
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Our Interim Pastor Jim Poinsett along with the congregation 
helped welcomed our newest members to the Thompson 

Memorial Presbyterian Church family on December 2, 2018. 



 

  
 
 

LENTEN & EASTER SERVICES 
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ASH WEDNESDAY  
Wednesday, March 6 

7:00 - This year’s Ash Wednesday Service will be at Anchor Presbyterian Church.  

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER SERVICES 
Wednesday Evenings  

from March 13 through April 10 

6:00 - Soup & Bread Supper in Fellowship Hall 

7:00 - Evening Prayer Service in the Sanctuary  

  

PALM SUNDAY  
Sunday, April 14 

9:30 - Worship Service in the Fellowship Hall 

Palm crosses are be available. 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY  
Thursday, April 18 

6:00 - Soup & Bread Supper in Fellowship Hall 

7:00 - Worship Service in Fellowship Hall 

  GOOD FRIDAY 
Friday, April 19 

7:00 - Worship Service in the Sanctuary 

EASTER SUNDAY 
Sunday, April 21 

6:30 - Sunrise Service:  We will gather in the Choir Room. 

(Carnations for Cemetery Walk.) 

8:30 - Family Service in Fellowship Hall:  Our children and youth will 

sing and ring praises to our risen Lord! 

9:45 - Sunday School Program in the Sanctuary: 

The egg hunt will follow! 

11:00 - Celebration Worship Service in Fellowship Hall: 

We are joined by our adult bell and vocal choirs. 
 

After each service in the Choir Room enjoy breakfast items and an assortment of goodies! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  FEB 10    8:30, 11am     Traditional & Contemporary Services   

       (Both in the Sanctuary due to the Talent Show & CM) 

     9:45 am         Talent Show (Fellowship Hall) 

   12:30 pm Community Meal 
 

 FEB 24 8:30 am Traditional Worship Service 

   11:00 am Contemporary Worship Service 

   12:30 pm ANNUAL MEETING (Fellowship Hall)  
 

 MAR 3 8:30 am Traditional Worship Service– Communion 

   11:00 am Contemporary Worship Services – Communion 

 

 MAR 6 7:00 pm   Ash Wednesday Worship Service– Communion 

     (Anchor Presbyterian Church is Hosting) 

 

 MAR 10 8:30, 11am   First Sunday of Lent  Worship Services   

     (Both in the Sanctuary due to the Community Meal) 

   12:30 pm Community Meal 
   

MAR  13, 20, 27 6:00 pm Soup & Bread Supper    

   7:00 pm   Lenten Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

  

 MAR 31 9:30 am Choir Appreciation —5th Sunday (Fellowship Hall) 

 

 APR 3, 10 6:00 pm Soup & Bread Supper    

   7:00 pm   Lenten Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

  

 APR 14 9:30 am  Palm Sunday Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 

   12:30 pm Community Meal 
 

 APR 18 6:00 pm Soup & Bread Supper 

   7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Service (Fellowship Hall)– Communion 

 

 APR 19 7:00 pm Good Friday Service (Sanctuary) 

    

 APR 21 6:30 am Easter Sunrise Service (Choir Room) 

   8:30 am Children’s Easter Service (Fellowship Hall) 

   9:45 am Children’s Sunday School/Activities (Sanctuary) 

   11:00am Contemporary Easter Service (Fellowship Hall)  
  

 MAY 5 8:30 am Traditional Service Only—TCHLTB SPRING  
  

 MAY 12 8:30, 11am   Traditional & Contemporary Services (Sanctuary) 

   12:30 pm Community Meal 
    

MAY 26 9:30 am Youth Sunday Service (Fellowship Hall) 
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 HIGHLIGHTED  SERVICES 
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Lenten Devotions 
 

The season of Lent is a time set aside to prepare our hearts and minds for the death and resurrection 
of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  It is our hope that during this season you set aside time each day to read 
God’s Word, think about the call to discipleship, and to pray. We would like to help you along on your 
journey by providing free daily devotionals for all ages.  These will be available on the Table of Well 
Wishing for the adults and given out during Sunday School classes for our 
children and youth.  

 
Adult Lenten Devotional 
 
These devotions for each day of Lent by well-known preacher Dean 
Nadasdy will take the reader through some of the most familiar teachings 
of Jesus from his Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7 and relate them to 
the events surrounding his life, death and resurrection. These devotions 
powerfully reveal that the cross itself becomes the ultimate Sermon on the 
Mount for our journey through this sacred season. 

 
 
 
 
 

Teen Lenten Devotional 
 

Throughout Scripture, God sends his faithful servants to work, sharing the 
good news of salvation. That sending continues every day. This Lent, teens 
will learn more about those sent servants and will be encouraged to answer 
Christ’s continued call to action in their lives. Daily action prompts are 
provided with each brief devotion. 

 

 

Children Lenten Devotional 
 

Follow Jesus through the scenic streets of Jerusalem this Lent as 
he faithfully journeys toward the cross. Each step of our Savior’s 
Passion story is marked with a colorful sticker that is added to the 
easy-to-assemble centerpiece. Children are encouraged to read a 
short devotion and Bible passage each of the 40 days of Lent as 
they journey with Jesus toward the cross and the empty tomb.  

LENTEN DEVOTIONS FOR ALL AGES 



 

 

    Annual Meeting 
Sunday, February 24th at 12:15 p.m.  

 
 

We meet for our Annual Meeting of the Consecration and 
Corporation on the last Sunday in February. Please plan 
to take part in this important day when we attend to our 
family business. Copies of the 2018 Annual Report will be 
available on the Table of Well Wishing.   
 

 

TASK 
Trenton Area Soup Kitchen 
February 28 

 
This month volunteers from TMPC will be supporting the soup kitchen on Thursday, 
February 28 starting at 10:30 am.   
 
We will depart from the TMPC parking lot at 9:15 am, or you may meet in Trenton by 10:00 
am.  Please sign up at The Table of Well Wishing if you plan to attend. 

P A G E  9  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Wanted:   Tidings Contributors 
 
Everyone enjoys learning more about our friends in the congregation. If anyone is 
interested in interviewing folks and writing a one or two-page piece for this quarterly 
publication you are encouraged to speak to Pastor Bailey, Sue Schaub or Melissa 
Bottelier.   

 

Potential Tidings Article Topics: 
 

Sharing a personal experience of God revealing his power in your life, sharing a life 
experience that could lift up someone who could be going through a troubling time 
whether it involves career change, health or relationship challenges. Send it to 
office@tmpc.org. 
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CARING KIDS EVENTS 
 

 

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms." 1 Peter 4:10 
 
Here at TMPC we have been blessed with gifted children who have a heart for 
serving others. Our Children's Program called Caring Kids gives the youngest in our 
congregation an opportunity to serve Christ and have fun at the same time. Here are 
a few of the recent projects we have done to bring about the light of Christ is our 
community.  
 

Caring Kids Garden  
This  past Fall the kids worked hard painting rocks, planting bushes, and working in 
our new Caring Kids garden in the courtyard.   
 

Gifts for The Village 
Our group put together treats that were given out at The Village in Philadelphia to 
children in need. They made adorable snowmen out of boxes of candy and wrapped 
creatively in a pair of gloves!  
 

Aid for Friends  
In February we got together and made a big pot of vegetable soup to donate to Aid 
for Friends which is an organization that provides meals for our local homebound 
individuals.  

Our next Caring Kids event will be April 5th! 

CARING KIDS EVENTS 
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CARING KIDS PHOTOS 
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2018 

 
Thanks to our members 
who make this a joyous 
and beautiful celebration 

enjoyable for all. 



 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2018  
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CHRISTMAS MUSICAL 2018 

Thank you to Melissa 
Callans for her  
accompaniment on the 
piano for this  musical. 

Thanks to Tricia Murphy and 
the children for all of their hard 
work, focus and their 
dedication during rehearsals.  
With patience and guidance 
they made it a fun and creative 
presentation of the true 
meaning of Christmas.  Thanks 
to Amy and Tim Brewer for 
their creative set design for the 
Children’s Musical. 
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 TIME & TALENT AT TMPC 

 

We all can contribute in different ways: whether by giving money, creative efforts or ideas, or 
time or talent.  See below for some of the additional ways Thompson Church can put your 
skills to good use.  Contact the leader below and let us know if you can help. 

WAYS TO USE YOUR   
TIME & TALENT 

MAKE MEALS, HELP SERVE, SETUP, 
OR CLEAN UP  

during Community Meals 
Melissa Michael 

melissaellenmichael@gmail.com 

WAYS TO USE YOUR  TIME & TALENT 

 WRITE A TIDINGS ARTICLE 
1 article 

Melissa Bottelier  office@tmpc.org 

WAYS TO USE YOUR   
TIME & TALENT 

VISIT SENIORS  & SHUT-INS 

TMPC MEALS FOR MEMBERS 
Colleen Koh colleenkoh@gmail.com  

WAYS TO USE YOUR  TIME & TALENT 

SUNDAY COLLECTION COUNTERS 
Bruce Stevens   

 

mailto:melissaellenmichael@gmail.com
mailto:office@tmpc.org
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PRAYERS FOR OUR LEADERS 

 

 Deacon Members for 2019 
 

Sandy Barford 
Rosanne Bell 
Jeff Berry 
Lynn Breen 
David Cane 
Joanne Clark 
Marlene Clark 
Colleen Guest 
Colleen Koh 
Melissa Mantz 
Brad Michael  
Bucky Pope 
Susan Post 
Linda Torda 
Mike Wert 

Our TMPC Session Members for 2019 

 
Susan Achenbach – Clerk of Session 

Chuck Green & Melissa Callans – Christian Education 
David Oxley & Colin Jenei – Worship and Music 

Tom Barford – Personnel 
Frederic Haubrich - Long-Range Planning 

Bruce Stevens & Marina Atwood – Business & Finance 
Jo Ann Alberts – Membership Development 

Fred Wustholz – Property 
Lydia Williams – Stewardship 

Al Matulis - Cemetery 
Anita Campbell – Nominating 

Rick Schaub – Mission  

 
 

Keep our leaders in 
your prayers. 
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If you have any questions about TCHLTB  or our 
other outreach opportunities contact Rick 
Schaub. 

ORGANIZATIONS WE SERVE 



 

 
  
THE WELCOME CHURCH.  On the Sunday after Thanksgiving, TMPC 
members went into center city Philadelphia to serve coffee hour at The 
Welcome Church (http://www.thewelcomechurch.org/), an amazing 
organization that ministers to the homeless and holds two outdoor 
worship services a month on the Parkway in front of the Franklin 
Institute.  The service is attended by homeless people and the TMPC 
group helped to make their cold and gray day just a little brighter with 

some hot coffee, sandwiches, snacks, socks and fellowship.  All of the TMPC group 
members felt blessed to be part of this experience.  We have committed to The 
Welcome Church to help out with coffee hour twice a year.   

 Our next visit is scheduled for Sunday, May 5.  

 

   

CHRISTMAS EVE COLLECTION   Our Christmas Eve Offering for 2018  
collected $4,277 which was dedicated to Advocates for Homeless and 
Those in Need (AHTN), a Bucks County interfaith nonprofit that serves 
the homeless and those in need by providing year-long access 
to emergency shelter, food, and other life-sustaining services, with 
dignity and compassion.  We raised over four thousand dollars for this 
worthy cause.  Penny Martin, AHTN Board President shared the 
following words of appreciation--Many thanks and blessing to you and 
your congregation.   ….and all God’s people said “Amen”! 
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MISSION UPDATE 

 

HOLD THE DATE!   

Sunday May 5
th 

 

THE CHURCH HAS LEFT THE BUILDING  
(Spring Edition) returns to TMPC 

 
We’ll be holding a brief service that morningmorning and 
then sending our entire congregation out to be a 
blessing to our community by completing a dozen 
group projects benefiting local, national and 
international missions.  Several of our projects will 
be done on Saturday, May 4

th
.  Be on the lookout for 

additional updates.  Project sign-ups begin in early 
April. 

http://www.thewelcomechurch.org/


 

YOUTH GROUP RETREAT 

 

 Youth Group Retreat  

 February 1-3  Teteo 
 
The first weekend of February our students attended their annual winter retreat - Zeteo 
(which is a Greek word meaning to seek in order to find). The theme of the retreat was 
Architects and the underlying question of the weekend was - "what's your bid?" How 
much are you willing to risk in order to show your radical love of God in a society that is 
so counter to the kingdom of God? Our students were able to engage with dramas, 
worship, and seminars that encouraged them to be "traitors" to the ways of the world, 
and be bold in their love and faith. And furthermore, to be encouraged that no matter 
what - God is always present with them.  Below are a few pictures and some of the 
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"This weekend I learned that being a traitor doesn't mean breaking the rules. You can 
be a traitor by going against societal norms and helping other people. Not all traitors 
are bad people, most are infectiously selfless and altruistic." 

“This past week I learned that no matter what, you 
always have to stand up for what you believe in no 
matter what the cost is. The characters in the drama and 
the people mentioned by our speaker stood up for their 
beliefs, and even though some of them made the 
ultimate sacrifice, they did it for a good cause. I think that 
what I ultimately took away from this week though is that 
it is always okay to give something for nothing and help 
out others." 

"This weekend I learned 
many things. I really started 
to understand that doing 
good that may seem bad 
may actually be good when 
you’re doing the right 
things. I also really 
understood that God loves 
us no matter what, and 
nothing can stop him." 



 

 
  
 

P A G E  2 0  MEN’S WINTER RETREAT 

 

Lively Discussions, Listening,  
Reflection, Cooking, Outdoors,  

Eating and Fun. 

Thanks to Chef Rick for the 
Delicious  meals.     



 

MEN’S WINTER RETREAT 
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A sky view  
near Skytop 

Lodge 

A special thanks 
to  

Pastor Scott 
Mitchell, our 

retreat leader.  

Thanks to Jeff Berry  
for taking some great photos. 



 

 

TALENT SHOW 2019 
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Thanks to everyone who 
shared their talents. 



 

 

 

WAYS TO SERVE 
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We support the American Red Cross twice a year 
with blood drives at TMPC.  Keep on the look out 
for information about this life saving cause. 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY    
CAN FOOD COLLECTION  

 
 
TMPC helped restock the food pantries that are now 
getting empty after the generosity of the Christmas 
season has worn off.   
 
This year, we collected  1070 cans from the entire 

congregation.  You are a blessing to our community.   
 
 

 

  
 

The Rescue Mission of Trenton is the agency in the City of Trenton that 
serves the truly needy men and women who have no place to turn for 
shelter, food, and clothing. The Mission provides a safe, clean, warm, 
refuge for the homeless, the hungry, the transient and the addicted.  The 
donation box is outside Fellowship Hall for your gently  used clothing 
offerings.  They collect on a monthly basis.    Thank you in advance for your 
generosity.  

Deacons Blood Drive 
March 25, 2019  in Fellowship Hall 

 
Give blood, save a life! TMPC Deacons Blood Drive March 25 at 2:00 pm - 
7:00 pm. Sign up online redcrossblood.org or look on the Table of Well 
Wishing for a sign up sheet.  And please tell your friends!  
 
The more donors, the more people we can help!  Thank you! 

http://redcrossblood.org/
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UPCOMING MUSIC EVENT 

PASTOR JIM POINSETT’S 
OFFICE HOURS 

 
Rev. Jim Poinsett will generally be available in the church office Monday-Wednesday, 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 
Walk-ins are always welcome, but making an appointment in advance is 
encouraged.  To make appointment, contact Melissa Bottelier in the church office 
at office@tmpc.org or 215-862-2440. Pastor Jim is also available on Sunday 
afternoons by appointment as well. His Thursdays will be spent on sermon writing 
from his home; Fridays will be Pastor Jim’s regular day off. 

Coming in March! 

 

http://office@tmpc.org/
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Youth  Mission Trip 
Summer 2019 

July 28 — August 3 
 
 

 
 

 
This summer our Middle School and High School students are teaming up to join 
our Youth Mission Team as we partner with Next Step Ministries to help folks in 
Lorain County, Ohio who are in need of  home repairs.   

 

On the shores of Lake Erie, about 15 miles west of Cleveland, sits the beautiful 
and unique Lorain County.  As a blue-collar working county built on the backs of 
steel workers and ship builders, this is an area that finds deep pride in its rich 
history. Drawn by a surplus of jobs in the early 1900’s, individuals from all over 
the world settled in to call Lorain County home. This created a beautifully 
diverse community that is still very present today. 

 

However, as changes began to take place in these different industries, jobs 
began to dry up leaving several challenges in its wake. As families scrambled to 
find employment, basic needs such as adequate food and shelter proved hard to 
meet. Lorain County suffered another hit in 2008, when our country faced its 
greatest financial crisis since the Great Depression. Across the U.S. savings were 
lost, jobs disappeared, and poverty swelled. Lorain County was especially 
affected as Lorain’s poverty rate jumped by a third, claiming 33.7% of all county 
residents. 

 

To get to Ohio, we will be traveling by rental vans, and we need your help.  First, 
you can give online or register for the trip by going to tmpc.org/mission-trips 
and click Mission Trip.   Second, you can write a check to TMPC “Youth Mission 
Trip” in the memo line and place it in Bailey Heckman’s box. On behalf of the 
entire mission team we want to thank you for your past support and prayers and 
for your continued support as we travel to Ohio. Thank you!  Feel free to contact 
Stephen Scovell for more information.  
 

mailto:tmpc.org/mission-trips
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ADULT EDUCATION 

 

 

SPRING ADULT FORUM 

 

This will be lead by Stephen Scovell 
and will meet on Sunday mornings 
at 9:45 am in the Conference Room 
starting on February 17—March 3. 
 
Childcare will be provided in the 
nursery.   
 

ADULT FORUM FOR LENT  
Lead by Pastor Jim Poinsett    
      March 10—April 14 
 

The Questions of Jesus: Lenten Bible Study 
 
The Gospels are filled with stories, actions, parables, miracles, 
commandments, declarations, imperatives, and incidents from the 
dramatic life of Jesus. But they are also filled with the questions 
Jesus asked: 307 questions, as a matter of fact. Jesus has a question for everyone 
he meets, for every occasion, for every experience. Most of Jesus’ questions were 
never answered. Indeed, most of them have been deliberately ignored. Two 
thousand years after Jesus first appeared these questions still await our answers. 
 
Join us on Sunday mornings during Lent, beginning on March 10, at 9:45 a.m., in the 
Conference Room, as Pastor Jim leads a Bible study based on the book The 
Questions of Jesus: Challenging Ourselves to Discover Life’s Great Answers. 
 
Each week we will study several of Jesus’ questions grouped under a particular 
theme, reflecting on its context, its meaning for Jesus, and its meaning for us today. 
It is not necessary to read the book or to be a biblical scholar to participate – the 
only necessities are a curious mind and an open heart. Sitting with the questions of 
Jesus may lead us to a renewed interest in the Scriptures and the story of Jesus. 
But even more, it may lead the way to a deeper understanding of the meaning of our 
lives and our relationship with God. 

 

(Anchor Presbytery 

will be Hosting) 
 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

MARCH 6 
       7:00 pm  

  
We will join the members of   Anchor and 

Forest Grove  Presbyterian Churches at 

Anchor Presbyterian Church at 7:00 pm.
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OUR COLLEGE  
STUDENTS    

Thanks to Kate Kay, Gay Saxton, 
Marge McKay, Sheila Power, Karen 
Kownurko, Joanne Clark and Amy 
Brewer and the congregation for 
their thoughtful treats, notes and 
prayers that will continue to go to 
our students.   

Keep them in your prayers. 

 
Coffee Hours  

Sign up  
and Participate 

 
Please look for the sign-up 
sheet at the Table of Well Wishing, or our sign 
up genius list or by  visiting TMPC’s website, Life 
Together/Fellowship/Coffee Hours.   
 
We welcome  the   participation of all our mem-
bers.  A special thank you to our  dedicated  
committees  and   our   enthusiastic volunteers 
who keep the energy flowing. 
 
Contact Melissa Michael at  
melissaellenmichael@gmail.com. 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

RUMMAGE SALE  

 

Our next Rummage Sale will be in the Spring.  It’s never too early 
to keep an eye out for a new group of “treasures” to donate!  Time 
to get ready for our Spring Rummage Sale on April 4 & 5.  Drop off 
your quality clothing & small household items anytime after  
March 3.  Our sorting days will be on April 1, 2 & 3. 

USHERS, GREETERS  
&  AMBASSADORS 

 
Sign up on line or you can be  

added to the Signup Genius list 
made by the coordinator of each 

of these activities. 

 
THEOLOGY ON TAP 

Join us on Wednesdays 
See dates & times & locations in e-news, 

CCB Calendar, or TMPC website.  
 

Look for more information in our e-news 
about meeting times and dates. Join us for 
great fellowship and   discussion led by 
our Stephen Scovell.   Feel free to email 
Stephen at youthfamily@tmpc.org with 
any questions that you may have. 

 
 

mailto:melissaellenmichael@gmail.com
mailto:youthfamily@tmpc.org
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FLOWERS FOR OUR WORSHIP SERVICES 

For All ORDERS please place through Elinor 
If you are interested in placing flowers in the church in  
“honor of “ or “in memory of” a loved one, please call 
the church office to get contact information for  Elinor 
Raike  who places the order.  The cost is $30 for the 2 
vases.   You are welcome  to take  them home  after 
the services.  

EASTER AZALEA PLANT ORDERS 
 

One of the ways we celebrate the Easter season is through  
special decorations in our Sanctuary.  You are  invited to share 
in this joyful time by purchasing azaleas.  
 
“In Loving Memory of _____ “ or “In Honor of ______ your loved 
ones.”  The cost is $ TBD per plant.   The price will be available 
in March.  After the very last Easter service, you can take home 
those you’ve ordered. 
 
One way to order:  www.tmpc.org/Giving or by the forms that will 
go out very soon in the bulletin. 

 
 TMPC’s GARDEN CLUB 

 

Thank you to members of the TMPC Garden Club 
who faithfully watered and took care of our 
geranium planters and hanging baskets of begonias. 
The flowers beautified our church property from 
May until the frost in mid-October. We thank Susan 
Achenbach, Beth Auwarter, Dave Cane, Kirsten 
Fleisher, Debbie Gardner, Tracey and Madelyn 
Jefferson, JoAnn Lieber, Joyce McBride and 
NancyLee Moore. 
 
And Thank you to Sandy Barford and Judy 
Cronise for the beautiful yellow 
chrysanthemums to add color last fall. 
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OUTSIDE GROUPS 

 

ALANON    
Meets Wednesdays weekly starting  October 

10th at 7:00 pm year round. 
 

Farmer’s Club   
Meets the first Saturday of the month during 
April—June and September –December at  
5:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.   

 

Foglifters AA 

Foglifters AA group meets daily, 7:00-8:00 am 
Monday-Friday in Fellowship Hall; Saturday/
Sunday in the Conference Room. 

 

Grey Sheeters Anonymous 
Meets Wednesdays at 5:30 pm in Office 115. 
 

Men’s AA Meeting   
Meets weekly on Thursdays at 7:00 pm in the  
Conference Room.  
 

New Hope Solebury Cares 

For teen drug awareness classes, seminars and 

support.  See their website for more 

information http://www.nhscares.org. 

 

Employment Support Group 

(ESG)  For more information or questions 

contact Len Deane at DeaneL70@verizon.net.  

 

JOIN TMPC’S  SMALL GROUPS   &   
OUTSIDE GROUPS 

ADULT EDUCATION  

AND SMALL GROUPS 
 

AID for Friends 
Meets monthly. Volunteers donate & prepare 
meals. Sign up sheet is on the bulletin board in 
Fellowship Hall to see what ingredients are  
needed. Leaders are: Susan Achenbach, Beth 
Thompson and Barbara Pope. 
 

Community Meal 
Occurs 2nd Sundays monthly 12:30-1:30 pm in 
Fellowship Hall.   On-line sign-ups available for 
donations and service at http://tmpc.org/
community-meal.  Contact Melissa Michael 
with questions.  
 

Men’s Study Group 
Meets the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of each month 
in the Conference Room from 9:00-10:30 am. 
Contact Mike Wert with questions.  
 

Theology on Tap 
Meets the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 
monthly at a local restaurant for a lively Bible 
discussion, warm fellowship, and a great meal!   
Will meet during October through May and 
will be lead by Stephen Scovell. 
 

United Presbyterian Women 

(UPW)  Are now taking their care on the 

road to visit with friends of TMPC. & to serve 
those who are at home.  Contact Anne Peshek 
to join. 

 

Women’s Study Group 
Mondays at 9:30 am in the Conference Room. 
Contact Joyce McBride with questions. 

http://www.nhscares.org/
mailto:DeaneL70@verizon.net
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YOUTH GROUP  

Sunday nights 
6:00 - 8:00 pm  
in the Youth Room.   
All Junior and Senior 
High students are wel-
come! Join us. 

Stephen Scovell  
Youth & Family Ministry Director 



 

Your Invited to Church Ladies ~ Sept. 5 
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YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vacation Bible School 
 

July 15-19 
 

9:00am - Noon 
 

Join us for this summer's Vacation Bible School.  
Our theme this year is "Roar! Life is Wild - God is Good". 

 
We will explore God’s goodness in all times, even when life can seem overwhelming 
or scary. And we will celebrate a ferocious faith that powers them through this wild 
life.  



 

Letters to the Congregation 
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Dear Rebecca, Gary, Matthew and Macie, 
 
Thank you for your kindness to the cats during your volunteer efforts (TCHLTB 
Fall) and for supporting our mission at Tabby’s Place through your hard work in 
cleaning  our dishes and laundry area.   
 
Your love of these precious felines is apparent and we are so glad to have had 
the chance to introduce you to Tabby’s Place.  We are always delighted to have 
groups join us in our labor of love for these kitties that come from hopeless 
situations. 
 
Please join us again soon—stop in to visit with the cats any day between 12 
noon—5 pm.  Again, many thanks for your interest and hard work! 
 
Warmly, 
 
Sheila  Smith 
Chair & Board of Trustees 
www.tabbysplace.org 

Dear Nancylee, Pastor Bailey and other volunteers, 
 
Thank you for your dedication to the residents of Lakeview on the 2nd Sunday of 
every month!  We are so fortunate for our great volunteers. Who enrich the lives 
of our residents. 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
Maureen Riley 
Director of Life Enrichment at Lakeview 



 

Dear Rev. Spencer, 
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Letters (Continued) 

 

 
 
 

Dear Thompson Church, 
 
Thank you from the entire staff for your 
generosity shown by the generous staff 
Christmas gift contributions.  We are 
blessed in many ways by serving our TMPC 
church family.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
The TMPC Staff 

 
Dear Church Family, 
 
Thank you, for sharing your love, 
support and resources with children 
around the world.  Each of your “good 
Samaritan” boxes will demonstrate 
hope to the child that receives it.  The 
child will learn that someone cares 
about them and come to understand 
God loves them for all eternity and is 
always there for them.   
 
Thank you for changing lives for the 
kingdom of God. 
 
Kindly, 
 
Volunteers at Doylestown 
Samaritan’s Purse  

 
Dear TMPC Members, 
 
Thank you for your gift of $4,500 in 
December 2018.  Because of your 
generous support, this year 2,500 at risk 
children and families were able to heal 
from the impact of trauma and realize a 
better future.   
 
On behalf of The Village, we vow to build 
stronger families and communities 
because of your support and generosity. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael Kellerman 
President & CEO 



 

Letters to the Congregation 
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To our good friends at Thompson Memorial, 
 
Thank you so much for your generous donation of food and what a wonderful 
variety!!!!  It’s so nice to be able to offer a different assortment of good things 
to eat.  
 
We, the clients and volunteers, thank you for your steadfast support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carolyn Culp, Volunteer 
The Food Center at Morrisville Presbyterian Church 

Dear Operation Paper Back Book Supporters, 
 
On behalf of the residents of Douglas T. 
Jacobson States Veterans Home, I wish to 
express our sincere appreciation for your 
donation of books. 
 
Generous donations from supporters like 
Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church 
provide the financial and moral support that is 
needed to continue to provide our services to 
our veterans. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Elizabeth Barton, 
Administrator 



 

Dear Rev. Spencer, 
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Letters (Continued) 

 

 
Dear Pastor Jim and Members of TMPC, 
 
Thank you for your Christmas offering gift 
of $4,277  to Advocates for the Homeless & 
Those in Need.  Your support towards our 
#10YearsStrong campaign is deeply 
appreciated.   
 
The majority of AHTN’s missions involve 
transportation of the homeless and others 
in need.  The cost of insurance, 
maintenance and fuel are one of AHTN’s 
largest expense items.  The TIN Fund 
continues to grow as more individuals in 
Lower Bucks find it difficult to retain 
housing and other life essentials. 
 
Your gift of support makes it possible for us 
to expand and enrich the services we 
provide. 
 
Warmest regards, 
Penny Martin, President 
Advocates for Homeless & Those in Need 

 
Dear Thompson Memorial & Operation 
Paperback, 
 
On behalf of the Detroit, John D. 
Dingell, VAMC patients and staff, we 
would like to extend our appreciation 
to you for your donation of books. 
 
It is through the efforts of community 
partners like you that allow us to 
continue the quality care and services 
that we seek to provide for  our 
deserving Veterans.  We look forward 
to working with you in the future. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
William Browning 
Chief, Volunteer & Comm. Relations 



 

Our Mission 

We are a joyful family called by God 

Through Jesus Christ and empowered 

by the Holy Spirit to: 

Welcome all, share our faith, 

love each other, serve the world and 

glorify God. 

Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church 

1680 Aquetong Road, New Hope, PA  18938 

Office: (215) 862-2440 

Fax : (215) 862-9046 

www.tmpc.org 

Office open: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

Disciples - All Members of the Congregation  

Disciples:  All Members of the Congregation  

Teaching Elder/Interim Pastor (Sabbath: Friday)  Jim Poinsett jpoinsett@tmpc.org 

Teaching Elder/Associate Pastor (Sabbath: Friday) Bailey Heckman bheckman@tmpc.org 

Youth & Family Ministry Director Stephen Scovell sscovell@tmpc.org 

Administrative Assistant Melissa Bottelier office@tmpc.org 

Director of Music  Patricia Murphy pmurphy@tmpc.org 

Organist Dorothy Fine organist@tmpc.org 

Contemporary Music Director Brooks Hanrahan bandleader@tmpc.org 

Church Accountant Linda Landis llandis@tmpc.org 

Sexton  George Salt No email 

Business Administrator/Treasurer (Volunteer) Sue Schaub sschaub@tmpc.org 

 

REGULAR  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE  

September  9 - June 9 
 

8:30 am — Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

9:45 am — Christian Education for All Ages 

11:00 am — Contemporary Worship in Fellowship Hall  

--------------- 

Coffee Hour follows the services in Fellowship Hall  

Nursery care available at all services 

 

Fifth Sunday — in months with 5 Sundays -- all year round, 

we gather for a single service at 9:30 am in Fellowship Hall 

 

EASTER SCHEDULE 

(see pages 6 & 7) 

See TMPC’s website at www.tmpc.org for up-to-date information and e-news. 

http://www.tmpc.org
mailto:sspencer@tmpc.org
mailto:bheckman@tmpc.org
mailto:office@tmpc.org
mailto:pmurphy@tmpc.org
mailto:organist@tmpc.org
mailto:llandis@tmpc.org
mailto:sschaub@tmpc.org

