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Communion Sundays  
 

by Pastor, Jim Poinsett 
 
 

I  remember the first time I assisted in serving the 
Lord’s Supper. It was during Divinity School, while I 
was an intern at a church in upstate New York.  
 
That congregation celebrates Communion on the 
first Sunday of every month. Being the beginning of 
the school year meant that occasion for the Lord’s 
Supper took place on my second Sunday working 
there. The privilege of serving and the desire to make 
a good impression in front of the congregation 
caused me to be nervous. 
 
The congregation’s practice was to distribute the 
bread, then distribute the grape juice. Each person 
ate the bread as they received it. However, the 
congregation waited until each person received a cup 
before drinking the grape juice in unison – much like 
we do here at TMPC. 
 
Because I was in Divinity School, the pastors must 
have just assumed I knew what to do. Having 
participated in the Lord’s Supper thousands of times 
in my life, I too assumed I knew what to do. 
Everything went smoothly until the servers brought 
the cups forward to the Communion Table. 
 
I was the first person on the stage to be served. 
Unaware of what was happening, I took the cup and 
drank the grape juice. Then I watched in horror as 
the other pastors took the cup and waited to drink 
with the rest of the congregation. I had nothing left 
but a bright red face as everyone shared in drinking 
from the cup.   
 
The Lord’s Supper is truly the heart of Christian 
worship. Christ instructed his followers to remember 
him by eating and drinking together in a 
commemorative meal. As we drink the cup and eat  

 
the bread, we rejoice in Christ’s work, celebrate the 
presence of Christ’s Spirit, and anticipate the 
fulfillment of God’s realm. 
 
Presbyterians believe that the Lord’s Supper can be 
observed as often as the Word is proclaimed 
(scripture reading and sermon). One might expect 
that we would want to share communion at every 
reasonable opportunity. Yet, for a variety of reasons, 
many may find themselves uncomfortable sharing in 
this experience. For some, the Lord’s Supper can 
seem like an intimidating, somber, mysterious 
ceremony – or perhaps, some people may be like I 
was as an intern, just unsure of what to do.  
 
The Lord’s Supper is more than a memorial. Our 
participation in this powerfully symbolic ceremony 
molds our thinking and brings deep spiritual truths to 
life. As Presbyterians, we believe the Lord’s Supper is 
God’s way of reaching out to us in a visible way. Just 
as God reaches out to us through hearing God’s Word 
preached communion is the visible words of God.  
 
We are strengthened in our faith when we see the 
signs of God’s grace enacted in worship. Communion 
nourishes our identity as a people of God. It renews 
our assurance that we have been given new life 
through God’s grace. Seeing and tasting the elements 
of the Lord’s Supper should make the words of the 
gospel ring in our ears. 
 
Communion is often taken in a somber mood. But the 
proper context should be one of celebration. It is a 
shared feast of rejoicing – more of a banquet. All are 
welcome at the Lord’s Table, illustrating the sense 
belonging God intends for us to share. The passing of 
the bread and grape juice is a sign of our unity and an 
enactment of our call to recognize and serve one 
another as Christ taught. 
 
The Lord’s Supper is a wonderful, significant event. 
We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper on our Rally 
Sunday, September 8 (incidentally, we will be 
welcoming two new seminary interns that day too). 
And we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper on World 
Communion Sunday, which is October 6 – this year’s 
focus country is Scotland. 
 
On these joyous occasions, I invite you to take a look 
around the room and consider the brothers and 
sisters with whom you are communing. I invite you to 
remember all of God’s gifts being enacted during 
communion. I welcome your questions and pray that 
you will joyfully come to Christ’s table with arenewed 
sense of importance.   
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YOUTH GROUP  

Join us for some fun Youth Events! 
 

September 29  
 

Fall Fest 
10:45 am—1:30 pm 

 

 
Hershey Park in the Dark 

Tentative Date: September 28 
More news to follow... 

Hellerick’s Ropes Course 
October 12 

Begins on September 8:      Meets SUNDAYS 
       7:00 PM—9:00 PM 

 
Next Summer 2020 

 
Youth Mission Trip 

 
TBD 

 
Kick off Bonfire & S’mores 

 
September 8 
YOUTH GROUP  
CELEBRATION 

ALL 6-12TH  
STUDENTS  
WELCOME 

Contact: 
 
Stephen Scovell TMPC’s Youth & 
Family Ministry Director & 
Contemporary Band  Director for 
more information at 
youthfamily@tmpc.org.    



 

Your Invited to Church Ladies ~ Sept. 5 
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SAVE THE DATES! 

New Member Class 
 

Sunday, November 10th & 17th  at 9:45-10:45 am 

 

November 24th  Lunch with Session  at 12:45 pm  
For those interested in signing up to become a member 

of Thompson Church please contact Jo Ann Alberts. 
 

8  
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FALL FESTIVAL 

   292929   
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 Grace Notes        

 By Jim Poinsett 
        August 7, 2019 

 
 
Like most of you, I am still spinning from the shootings in which 22 people were killed and 
53 wounded. It has happened again. Columbine. Virginia Tech. Sandy Hook. San 
Bernardino. Orlando night club. Las Vegas festival. Now El Paso. Dayton. Wave after 
wave. Shock after shock. The weapons seem to get more powerful and can shoot more 
rounds at a faster speed. In Dayton the shooter was killed in less than 30 seconds. Yet, he 
was able to kill 9 and wound 27. The shooter still had over 200 rounds of ammunition on 
him. 
 
As long as these tragedies are happening someplace else, I can still maintain emotional 
distance. But it is hard. Sandy Hook was the closest to me. My late wife Robin and I lived 
near Newtown, CT. I still get a pit in my stomach reliving the fear and horror of that day, 
which took place seeming in my backyard. 
 
The poet Martin Niemöller wrote the following about the holocaust. 
 
First they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out— 
      Because I was not a socialist. 
Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak  out— 
      Because I was not a trade unionist. 
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out— 
      Because I was not a Jew. 
Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me. 
 
And what if it comes to our town? Our school? Our Walmart? Our office? Our church?  
Pray for our country. Pray for our world. Pray for our communities. Write to your 
legislators. Stand up for non-violence.  
 
Every church should have a plan. In August, the Session will be examining ways to make 
our church safer by considering security best practices including, but not limited to: 
security cameras, active shooter response, fire safety in the sanctuary, electronic locks. I 
am not trying to stoke fear. I am not pushing a path of unbelief. I’m simply saying that just 
as there is a plan for a fire, there should be one for an active shooter.  
 
I pray that we all become apostles of peace in our area of the world. 
I end with a portion of the Peace Prayer by St. Frances. 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy.  
Amen. 

 GOD’S GRACE 
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FELLOWSHIP 



P A G E  7  

JOIN US 

Sunday, November 3th 

(And Saturday, November 2 for selected projects) 
 

 The Church Has Left the Building 
  
In one day countless Christians of all ages leave their 
buildings and bless their communities through numerous 
mission projects.   
 
TMPC project signups will begin in early October.  Please 
contact Rick Schaub with any questions.   

REGISTER NOW! 
“Marriage Rocks”  
Seminar 
 

Saturday, September 7 
9:00am - 2:00pm  

 
 
 
 

This will be a half-day marriage seminar 

called “Marriage Rocks.” Scott and Lisa 

Mitchell will lead couples at any stage of their relationship in a half-day retreat exploring 

the rough and smooth places in marriage. The cost for this seminar will be $50 per 

couple which includes all meals, snacks and drinks provided during the day. We will also 

have their book, Marriage Rocks, available for purchase for $20. You can register for the 

event at tmpc.org/retreats and/or learn more about Scott and Lisa at the http://

scottandlisamarriagerocks.com/resources-and-events.html.  Be sure to buy the book in 

advance. 

mailto:Schaub—rickschaub@comcast.net
http://tmpc.org/retreats
http://scottandlisamarriagerocks.com/resources-and-events.html
http://scottandlisamarriagerocks.com/resources-and-events.html
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UNITED PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

We’re not just about rummage! — although we’re very grateful for everyone’s help in 
making our Spring Rummage Sale a huge success by bringing over $5,000! 
 
Now we are planning for our FALL RUMMAGE SALE and hope to see you there and 
we welcome your help!  Contact Anne Peshek with any questions or to volunteer to 
make this event great.   
 
We will begin receiving rummage sale items on September 3, just place in the back 
corner of the Fellowship Hall.  Our sort dates will be October 7 and 8 and 
the .RUMMAGE SALE DATES are October 10-11.  Remember all items must be in 
very good or nearly new condition and no furniture, large items or electronics are 
accepted.  Only clothing and small home goods are accepted. 

 
Women’s Study Group 

SEPTEMBER 9 
 
We begin again Monday, September 9th at 9:30 am 
in the Conference Room with the study: Seven - The 

Deadly Sins and the Beatitudes  by Jeff Cook. 
 

                      As always, all women are invited to participate.  Join us. 



 

 

      
TASK 

Trenton Area Soup Kitchen 
   
  September 26  

 
Our volunteers from TMPC support the soup kitchen on the 4th Thursdays monthly starting at 
10:30 am in Trenton.  They depart from the TMPC parking lot at 9:30 am, or you may meet 
in Trenton by 10:00 am.  Join us on September 26 for our next date. 

P A G E  9  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PASTOR BAILEY MATERNITY LEAVE & RETURN    
 
Rev. Heckman will be on Maternity Leave, returning to the office on or around  
September 30.  We will celebrate the baptism of Pastor Bailey and Peter Heckman’s 
baby boy, Bennett Prather Heckman, who will be baptized on September 29 during our 
5th Sunday Service at 9:30 am.  Join us for this special service and the Fall Festival. 

OUR NEW FALL INTERNS 

 

This Fall we will welcome two new interns: 

 

Craig and Hannah Bingham 

 

They bring their experiences most recently from Cottonwood 
Presbyterian Church where they worked with the children’s ministry 
curriculum development, lead retreats and adult education forums. 
They hope to share their experiences and their musical talents with 
our TMPC members.   Both Craig and Hannah anticipate they will 
complete their Princeton Theological Seminary in 2021. 
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OUTSIDE GROUPS 

 

ALANON    
Meets Wednesdays weekly starting at 7:00 pm 

year round. 
 

Farmer’s Club   
Meets the first Saturday of the month during 
April—June and September –December at  
5:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.   

 

Foglifters AA 

Foglifters AA group meets daily, 7:00-8:00 am 
Monday-Friday in Fellowship Hall; Saturday/
Sunday in the Conference Room. 

 

Grey Sheeters Anonymous 
Meets Wednesdays at 5:30 pm in Office 115. 
 

Men’s AA Meeting   
Meets weekly on Thursdays at 7:00 pm in the  
Conference Room.  
 

New Hope Solebury Cares 

For teen drug awareness classes, seminars and 

support.  See their website for more information 

http://www.nhscares.org. 

 

Employment Support Group 

(ESG)   An educational employment support 

group for those seeking employment or  who are 

currently underemployed, reentering the 

workforce.  Hosted by Len and Christina Deane 

associated with (NHCC).  For more information 

or questions please contact Len Deane at 

DeaneL70@verizon.net. 

JOIN TMPC’S  SMALL GROUPS   &   
OUTSIDE GROUPS 

ADULT EDUCATION  

AND SMALL GROUPS 
 

AID for Friends 
Meets monthly. Volunteers donate & prepare 
meals. Sign up sheet is on-line to see what 
ingredients are  needed. Leaders are: Susan 
Achenbach, Beth Thompson and Barbara 
Pope. 
 

Community Meal 
Occurs 2nd Sundays monthly 12:30-1:30 pm in 
Fellowship Hall.   On-line sign-ups available for 
donations and service at http://tmpc.org/
community-meal.  Contact Melissa Michael 
with questions.  
 

Men’s Study Group 
Meets the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of each month 
in the Conference Room from 9:00-10:30 am. 
Contact Mike Wert with questions.  
 

Women’s Study Group 
Mondays at 9:30 am in the Conference Room. 
Contact Joyce McBride with questions. 
 

Theology on Tap 
Meets the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 
monthly at a local restaurant for a lively Bible 
discussion, warm fellowship, and a great meal!   
Will meet during October through May and it 
will be lead by our fall intern Craig Bingham. 
 

United Presbyterian Women 

(UPW)  Contact Anne Peshek for more 

information. 

http://www.nhscares.org/
mailto:DeaneL70@verizon.net
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 TIME & TALENT 

 

We all can contribute in different ways: whether by giving money, creative efforts or ideas, or 
time and talent.  See below for some of the additional ways Thompson Church can put your 
skills to good use.  Contact the leader below and let us know if you can help. 

WAYS TO USE YOUR  TIME & TALENT 

MAKE MEALS, HELP SERVE, SETUP, OR CLEAN 
UP  

during Community Meals 
Melissa Michael 

 

WAYS TO USE YOUR TIME & TALENT 
  

TMPC MEALS FOR MEMBERS 
Colleen Koh 

 

 WAYS TO USE YOUR  TIME & TALENT 
  

SUNDAY COLLECTION COUNTERS 
Bruce Stevens    

or Marina Atwood   

Keep our TMPC Session Members for 2019-20 
 in your prayers. 

 
Susan Achenbach – Clerk of Session 
Chuck Green and Melissa Callans – Christian Education 
David Oxley & Colin Jenei – Worship and Music 
Tom Barford – Personnel 
Frederic Haubrich - Long-Range Planning 
Bruce Stevens & Marina Atwood – Business & Finance 
Jo Ann Alberts – Membership Development 
Fred Wustholz – Property 
Al Matulis - Cemetery 
Anita Campbell – Nominating 
Rick Schaub & Lydia Williams – Mission & Stewardship 

 

If  interested in joining one of our CHOIRS  
contact Tricia Murphy at music@tmpc.org. 

http://music@tmpc.org./
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CONFIRMANTS CELEBRATED MAY 26 

 



 

 WORSHIP SERVICES 

 

FALL SCHEDULE 
Begins on Sunday, September 8 (8:30 & 11:00 Services) 

 

 SEPT 1 9:30 am Last Summer Worship Service 
      

 SEPT 8 Return to  8:30 Traditional Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

     11:00  Contemporary Worship Services (FH) 

     RALLY DAY KICK-OFF SUNDAY   

   9:45 am      Sunday School -  in classrooms 

   12:30 pm Community Meal (Fellowship Hall)   

       

 SEPT 15 8:30   Traditional Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

   11:00   Contemporary Worship Services (FH) 

  

 SEPT 22 8:30   Traditional Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

   11:00   Contemporary Worship Services (FH) 

 

 SEPT 29 9:30 am    Fifth Sunday Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 

   10:45 am FALL FESTIVAL  (Fellowship Hall) 

 

 OCT 6 8:30, 11am World Communion Services 

  

 OCT 13 8:30   Traditional Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

   11:00   Contemporary Worship Services (FH) 
 

 OCT 20 8:30   Traditional Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

   11:00   Contemporary Worship Services (FH) 
 

 OCT 27 8:30   Traditional Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

   11:00   Contemporary Worship Services (FH) 
 

 NOV 3 TBD  The Church Has Left the Building Service 

     Worship Service — TBD 

 NOV 10 8:30, 11am  Worship Services—Communion—TBD 

 NOV 17 8:30, 11am  Worship Services—Dedication Sunday 

 NOV 24 8:30, 11am  Thanksgiving Weekend Worship  

P A G E  1 3  

See TMPC’s website at www.tmpc.org for up-to-date information and e-news. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
THEOLOGY ON 

TAP 
 
 

Dates & times & locations will be announced 
in the e-news, CCB Calendar, and TMPC 
website.  Two Wednesdays a month from 
7:00 pm—9:00 pm.  Craig Bingham, our fall 
intern will lead this group. 

USHERS, GREETERS  
&  AMBASSADORS 

 
Sign up online or you can be  

added to the Signup Genius list 
made by the coordinator of each 
of these activities.  Contact Mike 
Wert if you have any questions. 

 
Coffee Hour 

Sign up  
and Participate 

 
Please look for the sign-up sheet at the Table of 
Well Wishing, or our sign up genius list or by  
visiting TMPC’s website, Life Together/Fellowship/
Coffee Hours.   
 
We welcome the participation of all our members.  
A special thank you to our  dedicated  committees  
and   our enthusiastic volunteers who keep serving 
with a smile.  If you have questions contact 

Melissa Michael at  melissaellenmichael@gmail.com. 

FOR OUR COLLEGE  
STUDENTS    

 
Thanks to everyone for your support 
of the thoughtful treats, notes and 
prayers that  will  continue to  go to 
our students.  
 

 
 
 
 

 FOR OUR MILITARY 
Keep them in your prayers. 

RUMMAGE SALE  

 

Our Rummage sale will take place on October  10-11 
We will begin collecting rummage sale items on     
September  3.  We collect new and gently used 
clothing  and small household items.  (no furniture 
accepted).  Our sort days are October 7-8, look for 
information regarding  our luncheon and sign-up list 
on the Table of Well Wishing soon in September. 



 

TMPC’S CARING KIDS 
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Look for more information  

In e-news and the weekly bulletin about our  
Caring Kids Events. 

World Communion Sunday 
October 6, 2019 
 

World Communion Sunday, observed on 
the first Sunday in October, is a gift of the 
Presbyterian Church to the larger 
ecumenical church. The tradition began in 
1933 at Shadyside Presbyterian Church in 
Pittsburgh and was adopted by the church 
in 1940. It has extended to other Christian 
denominations and celebrates our oneness 
in Christ with all our brothers and sisters 
around the world. 
 

Focus on Scotland 
In observation of World Communion Sunday, TMPC has spotlighted the 
Presbyterian Church in other parts of the world—from South Korea to the 
Philippines and East Africa to Mexico. This year, we return to our Presbyterian 
roots in Scotland. The Church of Scotland is the national Presbyterian Church 
and was shaped by John Knox and Scottish Reformation of 1560. You can 
learn more at www.churchofscotland.org.uk. The Worship team and Music 
staff, with support from the Worship & Music Committee, will pay homage to 
Scottish traditions through music and during the Coffee Hour. It would be the 
perfect Sunday to wear your tartan! 

WORLD COMMUNION  
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6 

http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk


 

 

WAYS TO SERVE 
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Our Volunteers  
             did it again…. 
 

 
 
Thompson lead a one week of outreach to the wonderful 
kids in Trenton.  This summer we had the opportunity to 
serve with Trenton’s Urban Promise summer camp. We 
engaged the children in various bible songs, games, and 
crafts. It was truly a blessing to serve the families in this 
community and form relationships with the children.   Thank 
you Amber Scovell for leading and coordinating this service 
project this year. 

 
 
 
 

 

PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE UPDATE 

The PNC has worked diligently over the past two months and has completed 
the Ministry Information Form (MIF) which describes our church and the 
qualities we are looking for in our new permanent pastor, based upon the 
Mission Study Report.  The MIF has been approved by Session and 
the Presbytery, and is now posted on the PC (USA) Church Leadership 
Connection website.  
  
Over the next several months the PNC will be reviewing resumes, blog 
posts, and sermon recordings as well as holding video conference 
interviews to identify candidates who may be a good mutual fit.  We 
will carefully consider each applicant and pray for guidance from the Holy 
Spirit to lead us to the best candidates.  From this “short list” we may travel 
to visit pastors at their current location and will host our top choices in New 
Hope to interview face-to-face, hear them preach at a local church, and 
introduce them to our area.  We anticipate presenting the nominee for 
approval by the congregation in Spring or Summer next year. 

 
The congregation has elected the Pastor Nominating Committee, which 
includes Jen Haubrich, Chair,  Ron Cronise, Priscilla Donahue, Rob 
Kasprow, Annie Lo, Chuck Napier, and Sue Wert. The PNC serves as a 
search committee for an installed, or permanent pastor.   
 

        Please keep the PNC in your prayers as they continue their work.   



 

 

THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS 
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AID FOR FRIENDS 
 

Our AID for FRIENDS 
Group really make 

meals happen for many 
in the community.   

 
100 meals  are provided 
monthly from TMPC by 
our dedicated members 
who make a difference. 

Community Meal 
 

Our dedicated volunteers 
provide quite a delicious 
spread monthly serving 

our local community.  
Thank you the countless 
members who make this 

happen.  



 

 

OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 
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June 23, 2019 
 
 

 

Daniel  Alice  

Jeanne and Vaughn  

John, Ashley and their three boys. 



 

 

ORGANIZATIONS WE SERVE 
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NOVEMBER 3, Sunday 
(November 2, Saturday , for 
selected projects) 
 
It is almost time for the Fall 
Edition of the Church has Left 
the Building (TCHLTB) and we 
hope you are able to participate.    
 
More information to come.  Any questions 
contact Rick Schaub at rickschaub@comcast.net. 
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YOUTH MISSION TRIP 2019 

  Lorain County, Ohio 
  July 28—August 3 
 
Our Youth Mission Group 
ventured to Lorain County, Ohio 
to help families in need of home 
repairs. 

   

It was great to serve,  I 
guess it was a way of 
building “sweat equity” 
by doing something to 
make a difference for 
others. 

   
 

Thanks to our TMPC 
parents who helped in 
this adventure. 
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VILLAGE BACKPACK COLLECTION 

 

100 BACKPACKS 
were bought filled and 
collected and delivered 

to The Village who 
then distributed them 
to children in need to 
prepare them for a 

success school year.  

The Village Backpack Collection 
 

We appreciate everyone’s support of  this giving opportunity year after 

year.  Thank you to all who made this a success again this year.   

A special thanks to  

Janice, Joyce, Bob and Brianna for leading this project. 
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OUR PENTECOST SERVICE 
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WORSHIP IN FELLOWSHIP HALL 



 

P A G E  2 4  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  2019 

VBS 
 

Thanks to Amber Scovell for taking the lead this 
year.  Thank you to all our volunteers and staff.   

This year’s Vacation Bible School was a huge 
success. We traveled through the book of Exodus 
and learned that God is always good! Even when 
life is sad, unfair, or scary: GOD IS GOOD!  
 
The children who attended VBS also had the 
opportunity to show God’s love through donating 
to World Visions: Operation Kid to Kid. The 

children worked really hard and raised over two hundred dollars for babies in Zambia. We are 
already excited for next summer!  The children learned so much and celebrated God’s love. 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019 
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Letters to the Congregation 

 

"My Time As A TMPC Intern" 
 

Dear Thompson family, 
 
My time interning at TMPC this summer has been filled with both joy and 
enlightenment. This summer was not just an opportunity for me to grow intellectually 
but also an opportunity to grow closer to all of you. Stephen and I have both been 
attending Thompson for two years, and it is hard to believe that, after two years, this 
summer was the first time I have met some of you amazing people. I constantly told my 
classmates and professors at Princeton that I feel extremely comfortable ministering to 
children and teens and extremely uncomfortable ministering to adults. This internship 
threw me out of my comfort zone and expanded my pastoral experience in the most 
beautiful way. Every time I preached, had conversations, or worked alongside any of 
you, I was met with helpful feedback and warmth. 
 
From the beginning of my time interning here, I was nervous about how I would be 
authentic to who I am while preaching and praying for you during our time worshiping 
together. My fears were quickly alleviated as I learned how to be myself, while 
simultaneously respecting Presbyterian and TMPC traditions. I learned how to be 
comfortable being me in front of you, so that we could grow together. Filling in for 
Pastor Baily while she is away on maternity leave also taught me just how much work 
she does. She definitely deserves to be appreciated and celebrated upon her arrival in 
September. Planning both Urban Promise and Vacation Bible School is hard work, but it 
was also incredibly rewarding. I used this learning experience as an avenue to work 
alongside and form deeper relationships with all the TMPC volunteers. 
 
I believe that the field education experience is vital to seminary education. It is one 
thing to sit in a classroom and hypothesize how to do effective ministry; it is another 
thing entirely to actually do effective ministry. Being an intern offers students the 
chance to practice real ministry with real people. I learned how to stay organized, 
communicate effectively, and be flexible because in ministry things can change in an 
instant. Most importantly, the field education experience opens students’ eyes to what 
kind of ministry they want to do and what kind of pastor they will be. I learned that my 
core focus in all ministries, whether it is to children or adults is rooted in love, 
openness, and honesty. The moments were I felt my ministry was best was when I was 
acting out of love and sincerity for this church and the people in it. 
 
Thank you all for being so welcoming and kind to me during this season of life. It means 
so much to me. I look forward to continuing our relationships and growth together 
throughout the school year. 
 
God Bless, 
 
Amber Scovell 
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FLOWERS FOR OUR WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

For All ORDERS please place with Elinor. 
 

If you are interested in placing flowers in the 
church in  “honor of “ or “in memory of” a loved 
one, please call the church office to get contact 
information for  Elinor Raike who places the 
order.   
 
The cost is $30 for the 2 vases.   You are 
welcome  to take  them home  after the service.  

 Wanted:   Tidings Contributors 
 
Everyone enjoys learning more about our friends in our congregation. If anyone is 
interested in interviewing folks and writing a one or two-page piece for this quarterly 
publication you are encouraged to speak to Pastor Bailey, Sue Schaub or Melissa 
Bottelier.   

 
 

Potential Tidings Article Topics: 
 

Sharing a personal experience of God revealing his power in your life, sharing a life 
experience that could lift up someone who could be going through a troubling time 
whether it involves career change, health, family or relationship challenges.  Send it to 
Melissa Bottelier at office@tmpc.org. 

KEEPING TMPC BEAUTIFUL 

 
 

TMPC’s GARDEN CLUB 
 
Thank you to the many families who 
volunteered and helped keep TMPC 
looking beautiful over the summer. 
 



 

Our Mission 

We are a joyful family called by God 

Through Jesus Christ and empowered 

by the Holy Spirit to: 

Welcome all, share our faith, 

love each other, serve the world and 

glorify God. 

Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church 

1680 Aquetong Road, New Hope, PA  18938 

Office: (215) 862-2440 

Fax : (215) 862-9046 

www.tmpc.org 

  Office open: Monday-Friday 8:30 am-2:30pm 

Disciples - All Members of the Congregation  

Disciples:  All Members of the Congregation  

Interim Pastor/Teaching Elder (Sabbath: Friday) Jim Poinsett jpoinsett@tmpc.org 

Teaching Elder/Associate Pastor (Sabbath: Friday) Bailey Heckman bheckman@tmpc.org 

Youth & Family Ministry Director & Contemporary 

Music Director 

Stephen Scovell sscovell@tmpc.org 

Administrative Assistant Melissa Bottelier office@tmpc.org 

Director of Music  Patricia Murphy pmurphy@tmpc.org 

Organist/Accompanist Dorothy Fine organist@tmpc.org 

Fall Interns Craig Bingham 

Hannah Bingham 

 

Church Accountant Linda Landis llandis@tmpc.org 

Sexton  George Salt No email 

Business Administrator (Volunteer) Sue Schaub sschaub@tmpc.org 
 

FALL SCHEDULE 

Begins Sunday, SEPTEMBER 8 (see page 13) 

 

REGULAR  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE  

Begins September 8 through June 14 
8:30 am — Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

9:45 am — Christian Education for All Ages 

11:00 am — Contemporary Worship in the Fellowship Hall  

--------------- 

Coffee Hour follows the services in Fellowship Hall  

Nursery care available during all services 

 

Fifth Sunday — in months with 5 Sundays -- all year round, we gather 

for a single service at 9:30 am in Fellowship Hall 
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