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“The days are surely coming, says the 
LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I 
made” (Jeremiah 33:14). This quote is from 
one of the texts we will be focusing on in 
worship during the season of Advent. I 
believe the spirit of expectation in this 
quote captures the joyous sense of promise 
and expectation we share in the weeks 
leading up to Christmas.  
 
The word Advent means “coming” or 
“arrival.” The focus of the Advent season is 
the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ 
in his first Advent. And it also points to the 
promise that God will continue to come to 
us again and again. Advent is far more than 
simply marking a 2,000-year-old event in 
history – it is a celebration of the truth 
about God. 
 
Advent is marked by a spirit of expectation, 
of anticipation, of preparation. In its double 
focus on past and future, Advent also 
symbolizes the spiritual journey of each of 
us as individuals and as a congregation. We 
affirm the hope once anticipated that Christ 
has come, and we anticipate anew the ways 
God will be revealed among us in the 
coming year. 
 
Therefore, Advent becomes a time of 
preparation that is marked by prayer. We 

offer prayers of humble devotion and 
commitment, prayers for deliverance, 
prayers of those walking in darkness who 
are awaiting and anticipating a great light. 
During this Advent season, we will be 
offering many opportunities in worship 
and study to offer these prayers with one 
another as we anticipate the fulfillment of 
God’s promises. 
 
Yet, it all begins with the expectation, the 
hope that God will come and come again to 
reveal new things and new possibilities. 
This time of year we contemplate that hope 
embodied in a newborn baby, the perfect 
example of newness and potential. During 
Advent, we pray for that newness with the 
promise, the expectation, indeed the faith, 
that God will once again be faithful to see 
our circumstances, to hear our cries, know 
our longings for whole lives, for a stronger 
church, and for a better world. 
 
Let us journey through Advent together as a 
church family with the hope that continues 
to prepare us to see possibility, and with the 
faith that prepares us for the day when God 
will once again fulfill promises made.  
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Rev. James K. Poinsett 
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Tidings 

“Advent:   A Season of Promise and Expectation”  
by Jim Poinsett 
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REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR 
 
Just about everyone is familiar with the idea of an 
advent calendars. One of the most common themes of 
an Advent calendar is that each of the 24 days leading 
up to December 25 there is a small window or door 
that would open and inside you would find a small 
treat like a piece of chocolate. These days even toy 
companies have joined in on the fun and offer Advent 
calendars that have a small toy behind each door.  
 
Ace Collins in his book Stories Behind the Great 
Traditions of Christmas tells us that the idea of an 

advent calendar dates back over two centuries. Collins says, “Two centuries ago, in 
many German homes an Advent wreath was hung, but instead of candles, twenty-four 
tiny bags were placed in the wreath. Beginning on December 1, each day the children 
opened a new bag, inside of which was a special treat. For eager children, it was like 
getting a gift every day.” 
 
I am a big fan of Christmas traditions and I am an equally big fan of getting a piece of 
chocolate every day for 24 days, but if we are being honest with ourselves we would 
admit that this is not what Christmas is really about. Christmas is not about receiving 
gifts, it is about giving back. When Jesus came into the world as a baby all those years 
ago we received the greatest gift of all – a Messiah. Throughout his life and ministry 
Jesus exemplified love and generosity to everyone he met, especially for those who love 
and generosity were in short supply.  
 
This Advent we are turning the tables on the traditional Advent calendar. We will be 
following a Reverse Advent Calendar where each day leading up to Christmas we will 
give something away rather than receive a treat. You will find a prompt in this devotional 
booklet that encourages you to find items in your home like gently used books or 
clothing and food pantry items to give away. You will also find scripture passages, 
devotions, and prayers for each day that help to focus our minds on Christ as we await 
his birth.  
 
It is my prayer for you and your family that as you move through December with this 
Reverse Advent Calendar that your focus shifts from to-do lists, parties, gift buying and 
wrapping toward a focus on Christ-like generosity and a spirit of love and expectation 
that are bountiful in the Advent Season.  
 
- Bailey Heckman 
 
 

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL 
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You’re Invited 

Intergenerational Advent Workshop 

Sunday, December 2 

at 9:45am in the Choir Room 

Every child, youth, and adult is invited to join us for our 
Intergenerational Advent Workshop on Sunday, December 2 
at 9:45am in the Choir Room.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bailey Heckman will introduce the Reverse Advent Calendar 
and we will decorate tote bags which will be used to bring in 
those items that we are donating this Advent Season.  
 
The sign up list is on the Table of Well Wishing.  

 

 
INTERGENERATIONAL  
ADVENT WORKSHOP 
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FAITH FOR THE JOURNEY 
 

Three Areas of concentration & discovery: 

 Clarification of Values 

 Opportunities for Ministry & Growth 

 The qualities of our next leader 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR MISSION 

Keep our TMPC  
Session Members in your prayers. 

 
Susan Achenbach – Clerk of Session 
Jo Ann Lieber & Chuck Green – Christian Education 
David Oxley – Worship and Music 
Tom Barford – Personnel 

Frederic Haubrich - Long-Range Planning 
Carol Evinski & Steve Miller – Business & Finance  
Jo Ann Alberts – Membership Development 
Fred Wustholz – Property 
Al Matulis - Cemetery 
Anita Campbell – Nominating 
Rick Schaub & Chris Bromberg – Mission & Stewardship 

SAVE THE DATE  
CONGREGATIONAL CONVERSATION JANUARY 6 

 
The Long Range Planning Committee will host a Congregational Conversation on Sunday, 

January 6 at 10:00am (in lieu of Christian Education time and the 11:00am worship service) in 

Fellowship Hall as part of the Mission Study process. This is an opportunity for church members 

to provide direct input into the formation of the Mission Study Report, which is the first step in 

searching for an installed pastor.  The LRP Committee will facilitate intentional conversations 

about TMPC’s core values and hopes and dreams for the future: “Who are we?” “What is our 

purpose?” “What qualities are needed in our next leader?” This Congregational Conversation will 

last approximately 90 minutes, we will enjoy a meal and childcare will be provided. Look for sign 

up details soon! 
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YOUTH GROUP  

 

FIND OUT HOW TO  
BECOME A YOUTH  
USHER, contact Amy Brewer 

Join us for some fun Youth Events! 
Meets Thursdays  7 – 9 pm  

Bowling  & Laser Tag 
Sunday, November 18 

 

Christmas Party 
 

Youth Group 
 

December 14 
Friday 

Next Summer 2019 
Youth Mission Trip 
Planning Meeting 

 
SAVE THE DATE! 

Sunday, December 16 
12:15 pm in the  

Conference Room 

Charlie Brown  
Christmas Musical 

December 16 
9:45 am 

In Fellowship Hall 

 
 



 

Your Invited to Church Ladies ~ Sept. 5 
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NEW MEMBER’S CLASS 

New Members Class 
 

Sunday, November 11th & 18th  at 9:45 am 

 

November 25th  Lunch with Session  at 12:45 pm  
For those interested in signing up to become a member 

of Thompson Church please contact Jo Ann  
 

PASTOR JIM POINSETT’S 

OFFICE HOURS 

 
Rev. Jim Poinsett will generally be available in the church office Monday-Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 
Walk-ins are always welcome, but making an appointment in advance is encouraged.  To make appointment, 
contact Melissa Bottelier in the church office at office@tmpc.org or 215-862-2440. 

 
Pastor Jim is also available on Sunday afternoons by appointment as well. His Thursdays will be spent on 
sermon writing from his home; Fridays will be Pastor Jim’s regular day off. 
 

Church Officer Training 
January 19 

9:30 am— 3:00 pm 
More details to come….. 

http://office@tmpc.org/
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A Charlie Brown 

Christmas Musical 

December 16 at 9:45 a.m. 

In Fellowship Hall 

Presented by Tricia Murphy 

Music Director of TMPC 

 

CHRISTMAS MUSICAL 
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CHRISTMAS MUSICAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for this fun family event! 
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In the summer of 1970 I worked briefly in the pipe organ 
shop of Hartman-Beaty, in Englewood, NJ. One of my 
tasks was to work on the carpentry for the organ they were 
building for Thompson Memorial. I also made several trips 
to New Hope to assist in the actual installation of the 
organ. Unfortunately I moved out of the area before the 
organ installation was completed. Last Tuesday, I visited 
the Thompson Memorial for the first time in 48 years! I 
found the organ in wonderful shape, and I played it for 
almost 3 hours. Thank you, and all of the folks at 
Thompson Memorial who have maintained this instrument 
so lovingly! BTW I made several recordings and took 
some pictures that I will share with Dick Hartman and 
David Beaty. They are both 90 years of age, and living in 
Orange, NJ.  
 
By John Igoe 

 

Annual Meeting 
Sunday, February 24th 

at 12:30 p.m. 
 

 
We meet for our Annual Meeting of the Consecration and 
Corporation on the last Sunday in February. Please plan to take 
part in this important day when we attend to our family business. 
Copies of the 2018 Annual Report will be available the Sunday 
before. We meet in Fellowship Hall where we will enjoy lunch.  

ANNUAL MEETING 
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RUMMAGE SALE 

 
A BIG THANK YOU TO our Rummage sale 
Planners & many many helpers!  Anne - Doris , 
Marsha  and Beth  are just a few, however, it takes 
over 30 women and a solid group of men to make 
this event a success year after year!  The first 
Rummage Sale was about 40 years ago and they 
made $25.   

Once again the 
Monday Luncheon 
was delicious.  35 
women attended 
and  helped  to  
organize   the   
rummage items.  
Thank you to     
everyone who 
attended. 

WE RAISED $6,100  
FOR OUR LOCAL MISSIONS! 
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Winter Adult Forum  

Stephen Scovell will lead the next study session 
so  more information will be listed in the bulletin 
announcements in the coming weeks. 

 
UNITED PRESBYTERIAN 

WOMEN 
 
 

We’re not just about rummage! — although 
we’re very grateful for everyone’s help in making our Fall Rummage 
Sale a huge success by bringing in $6,100 for our local missions! 
 
We’d also love to have you join us in September on the second 
Wednesday of every month at 1:00 pm for a Bible study and lively 
conversation.   
 
We hope to see you there!  Contact Anne with any questions. 

 

Holy Ghost Happy Hour Small Groups  

 
'Holy Ghost Happy Hour Small Group will begin a new 
weekly book study session in January. Look for more 
details soon.  

Any questions, contact Rebecca. 



 

 

 EMPLOYMENT 
 SUPPORT GROUP  
 (ESG) 

 

 JOIN US! 
 

 

December 3rd – “It’s a Whole New World for Job Hunters” 
 December 17th – “Finding Your Mission In Life” 

Mondays at 7:00 pm in the Conference Room 
 

New Hope Community Church is hosting the  ESG on the 1st and 3rd Mondays each month; from 7:00-
9:00 P.M. at TMPC in Conference Room.   
The ministry’s mission is to renew hope and faith for job seekers and those in career transition by 
exchanging ideas, networking, providing job search skills, prayer, and a supportive environment to 
help meet employment goals.  Our group is growing! 

 
ESG is facilitated by Len and Christina Deane who have extensive management and support 
ministry experience.  Please contact Len at DeaneL70@verizon.net for more information. 

Meets on the 1st & 3rd Mondays throughout the year. 

      
       TASK 
Trenton Area Soup Kitchen 

 
 

 
Keep an eye out for our upcoming dates. 
 
We always depart from the TMPC parking lot at 9:15 am, or you may meet in 
Trenton by 10:00 am.   
 
Sign ups are at The Table of  Well  Wishing if you plan to attend or contact   
Bucky  &   Jim      to get involved and join this group.   
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Speakers Wanted 
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OUTSIDE GROUPS 

 

ALANON    
Meets Wednesdays weekly starting  October 10th 

at 7:00 pm year round. 
 

Farmer’s Club   
Meets the first Saturday of the month during 
April—June and September –December at  
5:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.   

 

Foglifters AA 

Foglifters AA group meets daily, 7:00-8:00 am 
Monday-Friday in Fellowship Hall; Saturday/
Sunday in the Conference Room. 

 

Grey Sheeters Anonymous 
Meets Wednesdays at 5:30 pm in Office 115. 
 

Men’s AA Meeting   
Meets weekly on Thursdays at 7:00 pm in the  
Conference Room.  
 

New Hope Solebury Cares 

For teen drug awareness classes, seminars and 

support.  See their website for more information 

http://www.nhscares.org. 

 

Employment Support Group 

(ESG)   Meets on the first and third Mondays 

of each month in Fellowship Hall from 7:00 pm – 

9:00 pm.  An educational employment support 

group for those seeking employment or  who are 

currently underemployed, reentering the work-

force.  Hosted by Len and Christina Deane associ-

ated with (NHCC).  For more information or 

questions please contact Len Deane at 

DeaneL70@verizon.net.  This group will meet 

year round. 

 

JOIN TMPC’S  SMALL GROUPS   &   
OUTSIDE GROUPS 

ADULT EDUCATION  

AND SMALL GROUPS 
 

AID for Friends 
Meets monthly. Volunteers donate & prepare 
meals. Sign up sheet is on the bulletin board in 
Fellowship Hall to see what ingredients are  
needed. Leaders are: Susan Achenbach, Beth 
Thompson and Barbara Pope. 
 

Community Meal 
Occurs 2nd Sundays monthly 12:30-1:30 pm in 
Fellowship Hall.   On-line sign-ups available for 
donations and service at http://tmpc.org/
community-meal.  Contact Melissa Michael 
with questions.  
 

Men’s Bible Study Group 
Meets the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of each month 
in the Conference Room from 9:00-10:30 am. 
Contact Mike Wert with questions.  
 

Theology on Tap 
Meets the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 
monthly at a local restaurant for a lively Bible 
discussion, warm fellowship, and a great meal!   
Will meet during October through May and 
will be lead by Stephen Scovell. 
 

United Presbyterian Women 

(UPW)  Meets at 1:00 pm on the second 

Wednesday of each month in the Conference 
Room.   Join us for Bible study and lively     
conversation.  Contact Anne Peshek to join. 

 

Women’s Study Group 
Mondays at 9:30 am in the Conference Room. 
Contact Joyce McBride with questions. 

 

 

http://www.nhscares.org/
mailto:DeaneL70@verizon.net
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TIME & TALENT 

 

We all can contribute in different ways: whether by giving money, creative efforts or ideas, or 
time or talent.  See below for some of the additional ways Thompson Church can put your 
skills to good use.  Contact the leader below and let us know if you can help. 

WAYS TO USE YOUR  TIME & TALENT 

MAKE MEALS, HELP SERVE, SETUP, OR CLEAN UP  
during Community Meals 

Melissa Michael 

 

 WAYS TO USE YOUR  TIME & TALENT 

 WRITE A TIDINGS ARTICLE 
1 article 

Melissa Bottelier  office@tmpc.org 

 WAYS TO USE YOUR  TIME & TALENT 

VISIT SENIORS AND SHUT-INS 
Katherine Marriott 

 

 WAYS TO USE YOUR  TIME & TALENT 
  

TMPC MEALS FOR MEMBERS 
Colleen Koh 

 

 WAYS TO USE YOUR  TIME & TALENT 
  

SUNDAY COLLECTION COUNTERS 
Steve Miller    

or Carol Evinski    

mailto:office@tmpc.org
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CHRISTMAS MEALS 

 

Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church 
Cordially Invites You to two special meals this December 

 in our Fellowship Hall:   
 

Christmas Community Meals 
Second Sunday Community Meal 

December 9 
12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Main course, vegetables, desserts, and more. 
 

and 
 

Christmas Day Brunch 
December 25 

11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m 
(Visit www.tmpc.org website for Transportation options  

or Call TMPC 215-862-2440) 
 

Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church 
1680 Aquetong Road 

New Hope, PA 18938-1127 

http://www.tmpc.org


 

 HIGHLIGHTED  DATES & SERVICES 

 

SPECIAL  SERVICE DATES SCHEDULE 
(8:30 & 11:00 Services except for 5th Sunday Services at 9:30 am) 

  

 NOV 4 No Services TCHLTB  

 NOV 11 8:30, 11am   Worship—Communion 

 NOV 18 8:30, 11am   Worship—Dedication Sunday– Stewardship 

 NOV 25 8:30, 11am  Thanksgiving Weekend Worship 

 

 DEC 2  8:30, 11am Worship Services/Communion/Advent Begins 

   9:45 am Advent Workshop in the Choir Room 

  

 DEC 9  8:30, 11am* Worship Services  (Sanctuary) 

   12:30 pm Community Meal in Fellowship Hall 

 

 DEC 16 8:30, 11am  Worship Services  (Sanctuary) 

   9:45 am Children’s Christmas Musical—Charlie Brown 

 

 DEC 23 9:30 am Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

 DEC 24 4:30 pm Family Service in the Fellowship Hall 

   7:30 pm Lessons and Carols  (Sanctuary) 

   10:30 pm Candlelight Communion Service (Sanctuary) 

  

 DEC 25 11—12:30 CHRISTMAS DAY BRUNCH   

     (no worship services) 

 DEC 30 9:30 am Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

  

 JAN 13  8:30, 11am* Worship Services  (Sanctuary) 

   12:30 pm Community Meal in Fellowship Hall 

 

 FEB 10  8:30, 11am* Worship Services (Sanctuary) 

   9:45 am Talent Show in Fellowship Hall 

   12:30 pm Community Meal in Fellowship Hall 

 

 MAR 10 8:30, 11am* Worship Services  (Sanctuary) 

   12:30 pm Community Meal in Fellowship Hall 

 

 MAR 31  9:30 am Choir Appreciation Service  

 

*11:00 Services will be held in Sanctuary on the day of Community Meal . 
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See TMPC’s website at www.tmpc.org for up-to-date information and e-news. 



 

 

 

P A G E  1 8  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
THEOLOGY ON 

TAP 
 
 

Every other Wednesday at New Hope Pizza 
near Logan Square. See more information in 
the e-news, bulletin announcements, CCB 
Calendar, and TMPC website.  Stephen 
Scovell is the lead for this group. 

USHERS, GREETERS  
&  AMBASSADORS 

 
Sign up online or you can be  

added to the Signup Genius list 
made by the coordinator of each 

of these activities. 

 
Coffee Hour 

Sign up  
and Participate 

 
Please look for the sign-up sheet at the Table of 
Well Wishing, or our sign up genius list or by  
visiting TMPC’s website, Life Together/Fellowship/
Coffee Hours.   
 
We welcome the participation of all our members.  
A special thank you to our  dedicated  committees  
and   our enthusiastic volunteers who keep serving 
with a smile.  If you have questions contact 

Melissa Michael. 

FOR OUR COLLEGE  
STUDENTS    

 
Thanks to everyone for your support 
of the thoughtful treats, notes and 
prayers that  are sent to our         
students.  
 

 
 
 
 

 FOR OUR MILITARY 
Keep them in your prayers. 

 

Men's Winter Retreat 
January 25-27 
 
A weekend retreat in the Pocono Mountains for a time of 
fellowship, study and winter fun!  
 
We will be joined by Pastor Scott Mitchell who will lead a 
study entitled "Trust the Process: The Life of Joseph" 
Be on the look out for more information and ways to sign up 
soon! 



 

TMPC’S CARING KIDS 
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Save the dates for our upcoming  
Caring Kids Event 

December 7 (dinner, craft & service) 
Friday 5:30 pm—9:00 pm 

 
Our Caring Kids Garden is complete with the painted “Kindness Rocks” and new plants have 
created a new landscape addition to keep TMPC beautiful.  The students placed plants, mulch, and  
their painted rocks in the TMPC garden as a way to beautify our courtyard and highlight God’s 
creation.    We hope all can enjoy this  act of kindness and care that “Caring Kids” group designed. 



 

 

FALL FESTIVAL 2018 
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FALL FESTIVAL 2018 
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FALL FESTIVAL 2018 
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FALL FESTIVAL 2018 
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A BAPTISM 

.  
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PIE EATING CONTEST 

 



 

 

WAYS TO SUPPORT 
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Support our Music Program & our Choirs 
 

Jesus Joyful Choir 
Adult Bell Choir 

Adult Choir 
 
 

Opportunities to Serve 

THE WELCOME CHURCH  

In Philadelphia on Sunday, November 25th 
We’re looking for a few volunteers to participate on a small team that will prepare 
and host coffee hour, provide fellowship, and distribute seasonal essentials to the 

~100 homeless people at this amazing outdoor church in Aviator Park, at 20th Street & Ben 
Franklin Parkway, across the street from the Franklin Institute.  Transportation will be provided.  
We’ll leave the TMPC parking lot at 1:30PM and will be   back by 5:15PM.  To sign up   look on the    
Table of Well Wishing or  contact Rick Schaub.    
To learn more about The Welcome Church, visit their website: 
                                               http://www.thewelcomechurch.org/About-Us.html 

 

Alternative Christmas 
 

                               DECEMBER 2 
 

Christmas is a special time at The Village with 
many opportunities for us to offer a “Merry Christmas” to the residents 
and those served by The Village.  As you are getting gifts for your family 
won’t  you  consider a gift for one of those   served by   The   
Village?  On December 2, during coffee hour, stop by our table to 
choose an item from the list.  
 
Your gift will be acknowledged with a beautiful thank you card and the 
satisfaction of knowing you made a difference.  Should you have any 
questions, please contact Jen Haubrich. 

http://www.thewelcomechurch.org/About-Us.html


 

 

ORGANIZATIONS WE SERVE 
P A G E  2 7  

 

 
If you have any questions about TCHLTB  or our 
other outreach opportunities contact Rick 
Schaub at rickschaub@comcast.net. 
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THE CHURCH HAS LEFT THE 
BUILDING 

“God has given each of you 
a gift from his great variety 
of spiritual gifts. Use them 
well to serve one another”  

1 Peter 4:10 NLT   

A WOW MOMENT -Seeing other churches and 
people in the community that came out to 
help.                                   - Amy Perry  
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THE CHURCH HAS LEFT THE 
BUILDING 

A WOW MOMENT - How people 
were so generous to donate 
furniture and appliances.  

 - Tre Foster 

 
Thanks to all who served last 
weekend.  
 
Across 14 projects we had 
178 volunteers who gave 
back 360 hours of their time 
to help make TMPC a 
blessing to our local and 
extended communities.  
 
May the Holy Spirit have 
been in your presence 
during your project work and 
inspire you to do more. 
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THE CHURCH HAS LEFT THE 
BUILDING 

Our Future  TMPC TCHLTB  
Helpers from the Nursery… 
 
They are always looking up and 
finding ways to help each other.                                 
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THE CHURCH HAS LEFT THE 
BUILDING 

 

A WOW MOMENT—Jeff Berry inspiring 
us to go down a steep decline in the 

woods and drag out 3 full size car seats, 
one that weighed 80 pounds. The seats 

were there at least 20 years.       - 

Tim Sandford 

A WOW MOMENT—Great weather for 
an outdoor project on the first try! 
Beautiful morning.  -Jen Haubrich 
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TCHLTB 

A WOW MOMENT—Everyone jumping in so quickly to 
get started with the prep work and then working 
together so efficiently in getting all “150 hygiene 
kits”packaged quickly.   We all wished we had more to 
fill! - Patti Davis    

A WOW MOMENT—28 boxes of books total,    
average 15 books per box - half going overseas 

and half going to veterans.  - Sue Schaub 
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TCHLTB 

A WOW MOMENT—Seeing the intergenerational teamwork! 
                                             - Rebecca Novak 
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TCHLTB 

 

AID FOR FRIENDS 
assembled  

 
480 BREAKFAST  

BAGS 

A WOW MOMENT- Every year when we 
do our breakfast bag project we end up 
short of an ingredient or two because of 
packaging. This year was no exception. 
George Salt rose to the occasion of our 
need and went out at the last minute to 
get the items we were missing.  God 
bless George!   -Susan Achenbach 
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TCHLTB 

 

 

 
A WOW MOMENT- The 
team finished our project 
early despite some initial 
obstacles.  Great job!   
                     - Janice Slack 

A WOW MOMENT-Experiencing 
Grace and forgiveness when things 

don't go as we plan. 

- Amy Brewer & Marcia Koppes 



 

 

WAYS TO SERVE AT TMPC 
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If  interested in joining one of our CHOIRS  
contact Tricia Murphy at music@tmpc.org. 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 
On Sundays with two worship services we have “Nursery Care” 
that is provided for children from birth until 4 years old. And we 
have Junior Church for our four year olds up to age 8. 
 

 

 
ADVENT EVENSONG  SERVICE 
 
Join us on Thursday, December 13 for a 
special Advent Evening Service. We will begin 
with a soup and bread supper in the 
Fellowship Hall at 6:00pm and then worship 
will begin at 7:00pm. This service is time set 
aside in the busyness of this season to hear 
God’s word, sing God’s praise, and await the 
birth of our Savior who brought us out of 
darkness and into great light. 

http://music@tmpc.org./


 

 

CHRISTMAS SEASONAL & 
ADVENT DECORATIONS 
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2018 December  Decorations  
in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall 

 
History tells us that Christ’s birth has been celebrated since 98 AD. In 137 AD, the Bish-
op of Rome ordered the birthday of the Christ Child be commemorated as a solemn 
feast. Later, in 350 AD, Julius I chose December 25 as the official day for the ob-
servance of Christmas. Many Christmas symbols now used in churches and homes 
throughout the world have long histories. We will be adding some of the favorites in our 
Sanctuary and throughout the church as we make the journey to Bethlehem during the 
Advent season. 
 
December 2 
 
Advent begins with the arrival of the Advent wreath. The wreath’s circle shape symboliz-
es eternity and the continuing presence of God, and its evergreens represent everlasting 
life and hope. The three purple candles in the Advent wreath stand for preparation and 
the rose candle signifies joy. The lighting of a candle each Sunday in Advent represents 
our pilgrimage to the Christ Child’s birth. 
At this time, additional evergreen wreathes are hung on the walls of the Sanctuary and 
throughout the church. Among the greens will be boxwood or semperviens, translated 
from Latin as “life everlasting.”  
 
December 9 & 16 
 
Over the second and third Sundays of Advent, holly, candles, Christmas trees and Mora-
vian Stars will join the wreathes. The holly’s prickly leaves remind of us of the crown of 
thorns and the red berries of the drops of blood that would follow in the life of our Lord. 
Candles serve as a reminder that Christ is the Light of the World. It is thought that Martin 
Luther began the Christmas tree tradition as we know it. Walking through the woods on a 
clear, cold night, Luther saw stars twinkling through the branches of an evergreen, and 
so taken by its beauty, he cut down an evergreen tree, added candles and placed it in 
his home. Christmas trees were first popular in Germany and spread throughout Europe 
in the early 1800s. German immigrants in Pennsylvania helped bring the tradition to 
America. The 26-point Moravian Star is also believed to come from Germany, originating 
at the Moravian Boys’ School in Niesky in the 1830s. 
 
December 24  
 
Christmas Eve is here, and the Nativity is in place! Francis of Assisi is credited with cre-
ating the first Nativity scene, a “living” one, in 1223, inspired by his trip to the Holy Land 
where he was shown the birthplace of Christ.  
 
Poinsettias, sometimes called Christmas Stars, also grace our church. The poinsettia 
legend comes from Mexico, where little Maria and Pablo, although very poor, wanted to 
take part in their church’s Christmas festival. On Christmas Eve, the children picked 
some weeds to place as their gift at the Nativity. At first they were teased, but as the 
green plants turned into bright red star-like flowers, the people were amazed and be-
lieved a miracle had occurred. Dr. Joel Poinsett, our first ambassador to Mexico, intro-
duced this beautiful plant to our country.  



 

  
 
 

TCHLTB 
P A G E  3 8  

 
 
A WOW MOMENT-Helping at 
Worthwhile Wear Thrift 
Store is fun and they really 
need help. We want to come 
back regularly! Let us know if 
you’d like to join us next 
time.    - Jen Haubrich 
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TCHLTB 

AWOW MOMENT-To see the fellowship and 
happiness of the residents.  Bringing smiles 

to the residents on a beautiful fall day.   

- Katherine Marriott 

A WOW MOMENT-The generosity of the 
food donors was uplifting and it was great 
to involve children in this important mis-

sion.  - Chris Bromberg 

Thanks to all who delivered the car filled 
with food to our local pantries. 

 
All Food Pantry Collection 
Items went to the: 
 
Fisherman’s Market Pantry 
Lambertville Food Pantry 
Doylestown Food Pantry 
Morrisville Food Pantry 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

P A G E  4 0  

 

Deacons of TMPC 

 Wanted:   Tidings Contributors 
 
Everyone enjoys learning more about our friends in our congregation. If anyone is 
interested in interviewing folks and writing a one or two-page piece for this quarterly 
publication you are encouraged to speak to Pastor Bailey, Sue Schaub or Melissa 
Bottelier.   

 
 

Potential Tidings Article Topics: 
 

Sharing a personal experience of God revealing his power in your life, sharing a life 
experience that could lift up someone who could be going through a troubling time 
whether it involves career change, health, family or relationship challenges.  Send it to 
Melissa Bottelier at office@tmpc.org. 

Prayers for our Deacons 2018 
 

Sandy Barford 
Jeffrey Berry 
Rosanne Bell 
Lynn Breen 
David Cane 

Joanne Clark 
Marlene Clark 
Colleen Guest 
Colleen Koh 

Melissa Mantz 
Brad Michael  

     Bucky Pope 
   Susan Post 
   Linda Torda 
   Mike Wert 
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FLOWERS FOR OUR  
WORSHIP SERVICES 

 

For All ORDERS please place through Elinor. 
If you are interested in placing flowers in the church 
in  “honor of “ or “in memory of” a loved one, 
please call the church office to get contact 
information for  Elinor Raike who places the order.   
 
The cost is $30 for the 2 vases.   You are welcome  
to take  them home  after the service.  

KEEPING TMPC BEAUTIFUL 

TMPC’s GARDEN CLUB 
 

Thank you to members of the TMPC Garden Club 
who faithfully watered and took care of our 
geranium planters and hanging baskets of 
begonias. The flowers beautified our church 
property from May until the frost in mid-
October. Susan Achenbach, Beth Auwarter, Dave 
Cane, Kirsten Fleisher, Debbie Gardner, Tracey and 
Madelyn Jefferson, JoAnn Lieber, Joyce McBride 
and NancyLee Moore . 

 
And Thank you to Sandy Barford and Judy Cronise 
for the beautiful yellow chrysanthemums to add 
color into the fall. 
 



 

Letters to the Congregation 
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Dear Folks at Thompson Memorial, 
 
To be remembered again by your devoted 
congregation was a very welcome gesture.  It is 
so refreshing to be reminded of God’s love and 
that strangers now friends are continuing to 
pray for me. 
 
Your May letter reached me last week as the 
hospital made two mailing attempts to reach 
me.  Judy Cronise had advised me that a second 
“gift” was “out there.”  
 
I love your unique outreach to those who 
struggle with various battles.  Rest assured that I 
appreciate this love. 
 
Most Sincerely, 
 
Winnie Dalgewicz 
Fall 2018 
 



 

Dear Rev. Spencer, 
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Letters (Continued) 

 

 

Dear Lisa: 
  
Many thanks for your note and McCaffery’s permission for TMPC 
to conduct its annual food drive outside the entrance of your 
Yardley store on Nov. 4

th
.  We appreciate this courtesy! 

  
Sincerely, 
  
Chris Bromberg for TMPC / Mission and Stewardship 

 
November 7, 2018 
 
Dear Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
 
The children, staff and I wanted to thank you for all 
your hard work making our campus beautiful!  We 
appreciate the time and dedication Thompson 
Memorial contributes to our community. 
 
Thanks again and we hope to see you next year! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Lisa Erxleben 
Director of Lambertville Academy 



 

Our Mission 

We are a joyful family called by God 

Through Jesus Christ and empowered 

by the Holy Spirit to: 

Welcome all, share our faith, 

love each other, serve the world and 

glorify God. 

Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church 

1680 Aquetong Road, New Hope, PA  18938 

Office: (215) 862-2440 

Fax : (215) 862-9046 

www.tmpc.org 

Office open: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

Disciples - All Members of the Congregation  

Disciples:  All Members of the Congregation  

Interim Pastor/Teaching Elder (Sabbath: Friday) Jim Poinsett jpoinsett@tmpc.org 

Teaching Elder/Associate Pastor (Sabbath: Friday) Bailey Heckman bheckman@tmpc.org 

Youth & Family Ministry Director & Intern Stephen Scovell sscovell@tmpc.org 

Administrative Assistant Melissa Bottelier office@tmpc.org 

Director of Music  Patricia Murphy pmurphy@tmpc.org 

Organist/Accompanist Dorothy Fine organist@tmpc.org 

Contemporary Music Director & Intern Brooks Hanrahan bandleader@tmpc.org 

Church Accountant Linda Landis llandis@tmpc.org 

Sexton  George Salt No email 

Business Administrator/Treasurer (Volunteer) Sue Schaub sschaub@tmpc.org 

 

WINTER  SCHEDULE 

(see page 17) 

 

REGULAR  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE  

September 9 through June 14 
8:30 am — Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

9:45 am — Christian Education for All Ages 

11:00 am — Contemporary Worship in Fellowship Hall  

--------------- 

Coffee Hour follows the services in the Fellowship Hall  

Nursery care is available during all services 

 

Fifth Sunday — in months with 5 Sundays -- all year round, we gather 

for a single service at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall 

Please see website for up-to-date Worship Service Information. 

http://www.tmpc.org
mailto:bheckman@tmpc.org
mailto:office@tmpc.org
mailto:pmurphy@tmpc.org
mailto:organist@tmpc.org
mailto:llandis@tmpc.org
mailto:sschaub@tmpc.org

