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 It’s been years since I’ve struggled 
with the “Why” question. I asked it for the 
first time as a fourth-grader when my best 
friend’s father died of cancer. Ten years 
before this man passed away, he and his 
wife adopted two of his nephews follow-
ing the death of their parents in a plane 
crash. When he died, I wondered how God 
could allow this to happen. After all this 
family had suffered, how could God take 
this man from his family? Years later, 
when I was an adult, my Sunday school 
teacher from that time told me that I 
showed up to class that Sunday with this 
question for her. I don’t remember how 
she answered.  
 For most of my adult life I haven’t 
asked God why. The question never en-
tered my mind when my sister-in-law died 
of breast cancer when she was just 35-
years-old. It didn’t come to me when I 
stood beside my mother as she passed 
away. I didn’t ask it when my wife Leslie 
was diagnosed with cancer.  

 Why has come back. It could be 
because I’ve had some close friends, 

within and outside of our church, who 
have suffered terrible losses. I’m won-
dering why God allows so much pain to 
visit certain families and individuals 
when others seem to escape nearly all 
suffering.  
 I’ve never heard or had an answer 
to this haunting question. As a Christian I 
turn not so much to an answer as I do to 
the cross.  
 John Stott was a great Christian 
thinker and writer who described his 
faith-journey to the cross of Jesus in this 
way: “I could never myself believe in God, 
if it were not for the cross. The only God I 
believe in is the One Nietzsche ridiculed 
as ‘God on the cross’. In the real world  of 
pain, how could one worship a God who 
was immune to it? I have encountered 
many Buddhist temples in different Asian 
countries and stood respectfully before 
the statue of the Buddha, his legs 
crossed, arms folded, eyes closed, the 
ghost of a smile playing around his 
mouth, a remote look on his face, de-
tached from the agonies of the world.  
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Tidings 

“The Answer of the Cross” 
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But each time after a while, I have had to  turn away. And in imagination I have turned 
instead to that lonely, twisted, tortured figure on the cross, nails through hands and 
feet, back lacerated, limbs wrenched, brow bleeding from thorn-pricks, mouth dry and 
intolerably thirsty, plunged in God-forsaken darkness. That is the God for me! He laid 
aside his immunity to pain. He entered our world of flesh and blood, tears and death. 
He suffered for us. Our sufferings became more manageable in the light of his.”  
 We soon enter the Lenten season as a congregation. While some will plan to 
give up certain things, this year I would encourage you to turn to the cross to meet 
your God and your Savior.  
 
      Stuart Spencer, Pastor  

LENTEN DAILY DEVOTIONAL 
Psalms for Lent by Jane Wilke. Walk through the Psalms with 

an eye toward the cross of Christ with these daily reflec-
tions for Lent that focus on repentance, reconciliation and 
renewal. Each day will include specially selected verses 
from a psalm with prompts at the end of each  reflection to 
read the entire  psalm   referenced. Be enriched each day 
by the words of this ancient songbook that speak directly 
to our journey with the Lord.  
 

“The Answer of the Cross” continued 

LENTEN MORNING AND EVENING PRAYER GROUPS  

 

Pastor Spencer leads a 45-minute prayer group in the chapel on Wednesday evenings 

from 7:45 pm. to 8:30 pm. and on Thursday mornings in Lent from 8:15 am. to 9:00 

am. Stuart offers a reflection on God’s Word with extended time for the practice of the 

Jesus Prayer. The morning group begins on February 15 and the evening group begins 

on February 21.  



 

Each Lent TMPC and churches across the country and around the 
world participate in a special offering know as One Great Hour of Shar-
ing. This Lent, February 14 – April 1, each of our children and youth 
will receive a fish shaped bank which they will fill as a spiritual practice 
during Lent. Then on Palm Sunday they will bring in their banks and 
the congregation will take up a special offering for One Great Hour of 
Sharing. Each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) helps to im-
prove the lives of people in challenging situations. The Offering pro-
vides us a way to share God’s love with our neighbors in need. In fact, 
OGHS is the single, largest way that Presbyterians come together eve-
ry year to work for a better world.  
 
Around the world, millions of people lack access to sustainable food 
sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunity. The three 
programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing — Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-
Development of People — all work in different ways to serve individu-
als and communities in need. From initial disaster response to ongoing 
community development, their work fits together to provide people with 
safety, sustenance, and hope.  

One Great Hour of Sharing, makes a difference in the world.  
 

      PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE (PDA)  
:  Works alongside communities as they recover and find hope after the devastation of natural or human-caused disas-

ters, and support for refugees  
:  Receives 32% of funds raised  
PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM (PHP)  
:  Takes action to alleviate hunger, care for creation, and the systemic causes of poverty so all may be fed  
:  Receives 36% of funds raised  
SELF-DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE (SDOP)  
: Invests in communities responding to their experiences of oppression, poverty and injustice and educates Presbyteri-

ans about the impact of these issues  
: Receives 32% of funds raised  

 
Have you ever taught a child to fold their fingers inside their hands and say the rhyme, “here is the church, here 
is the steeple, open the doors and see all the people?” The wiggling fingers teach children, and adults, too, that 
the church is not the building — the steeples, windows, or structure, but people gathering to worship God.  
There’s something else in the children’s rhyme. As the child breaks open their hands to reveal the “people,” they 
move their fingers back and forth, often as fast as they can. This simple move reminds us that the church is the 
energy and actions that share the love of Christ.  
 
When a disaster strikes, people give, volunteer, and pray so that those impacted receive help and hope, this is 
church. When poverty and violence cause hunger and people join together to respond to the need and address 
its root causes, this is church. When injustice falls on those who are vulnerable and people join hands with one 
another and lift their voices against the interests of power, this is church.  
 
The church is the Holy Spirit’s transforming power emanating into the world sharing the compassion, justice, 
love, and peace of Christ. Presbyterians join the movement of the Spirit into every corner of the Earth — and on 
this day, through our church-wide One Great Hour of Sharing.  
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CARING KIDS EVENT  

 

We had a great time at our first Caring Kids event this January. Our elemen-
tary aged students gathered together for a meal, fun games, and a service 
project. We made blankets that will be sent to Project Linus. This is an or-
ganization that provides blankets to children who are in hospitals, undergo-
ing treatment, in foster care, or going through a stressful time. The gift of a 
blanket might seem like a small thing, but to a child it is comfort, some-
thing to call their own, and it feels like a hug from someone who cares.  

Keep an eye out for information about our next Caring Kids event on  
Friday,  March 9 from 5:30-7:00 pm. 
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Spring Prayer Retreat at  
Holy Cross Monastery 
May 29 – June 1, 2018  

 

Pastor Stuart Spencer leads a prayer retreat in West Park, NY at 
the Holy Cross Monastery. The retreat is held at   Holy Cross 
Monastery, a Benedictine monastery located on the banks of 
the Hudson River about 2½ hours from New Hope.  The retreat 
will include some guided sessions with teaching and direction by Pastor Stuart Spencer with lots of 
time for your own for prayer, mediation and reflection.  

 

The monks of Holy Cross welcome us to participate in the five orders or services of prayer that take 
place throughout the day. Those services include the chanting of the psalms by the monks of Holy 
Cross and periods of silence. The cost for the retreat is $250 and includes transportation, lodging 
and meals for the two days at Holy Cross.  

 

Those who may be interested in the retreat, though unsure about visiting a monastery, should visit 
the Holy Cross website: www.holycrossmonastery.com. Click on the page for “Individual Retreats.” 

The deadline for registration is May 6th.  

SAVE THE DATE!! 

 Wanted:   Tidings Contributors 
 
Everyone enjoys learning more about our friends in the congregation. If anyone is 
interested in interviewing folks and writing a one or two-page piece for this quarterly 
publication you are encouraged to speak to Pastor Bailey, Sue Schaub or Melissa 
Bottelier.   

 

Potential Tidings Article Topics: 
 

Sharing a personal experience of God revealing his power in your life, sharing a life 
experience that could lift up someone who could be going through a troubling time 
whether it involves career change, health or relationship challenges.  A fun thing may be 
to send in words that have inspiration, or a favorite poem or a quote that resonates with 
you and that you have applied in your daily life.  Send it to office@tmpc.org. 

CARING KIDS EVENT  
March 9 

5:30 - 7:00 pm 
Keep an eye out for  

information about our next Caring Kids 
Event on Friday, March 9. 

http://www.holycrossmonastery.com/
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Thanks to our members who make 

This a joyous celebration for all. 



 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
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CHURCH-WIDE LENTEN STUDY 
 

The season of Lent is a 40 day period that begins on Ash Wednesday which we 
set aside as a time of prayer, reflection, fasting, and preparation.   
 
During the season of Lent here at TMPC we offer a church-wide study as an op-
portunity to dive into God’s Word and calling in their lives. This Lent we will be 
using the book and accompanying Bible study from Mike Slaughter’s new book, 
Made for a Miracle.  

 
If you are interested in participating in the Bible Study, join either the   
Adult Forum on Sunday mornings at 9:45 am in the Conference Room 
starting February 18 or the Women’s Bible Study on Monday mornings at 
9:30 am—11:00 am in the Conference Room starting on February 12. 
 
 

A little more about Made for a Miracle . . .  
 
At some time in our lives, most of us have prayed for or hoped for a miracle—an event that 
seems impossible but is brought about by God's transcendent power. But when miracles oc-
cur, did you know that you have a role to play? 

 

If that's true, what's the catch? What do we have to do? What's it going to cost us? 

Popular author and pastor Mike Slaughter examines the two components of every miracle: 
divine action and human responsibility. For a real miracle to take place, we must act with God, 
using whatever gifts, talents, and abilities we have and directing them toward God’s work. We 
need to follow the examples of Mary in the birth of Jesus, Jesus’ followers when he healed 
them, and Jesus’ disciples after he rose from the dead. 

 

This Lent and Easter, use your God-given gifts and talents for God’s glory, and get ready to 
be made for a miracle. 

 

Announcements 



 

 

    Annual Meeting 
Sunday, February 25th at 12:30 p.m.  

 
 

We meet for our Annual Meeting of the Consecration and Cor-
poration on the last Sunday in February. Please plan to take 
part in this important day when we attend to our family busi-
ness. Copies of the 2017 Annual Report will be available the 
Sunday before. We meet in Fellowship Hall where we will enjoy 
lunch together.  

 

TASK 
Trenton Area Soup Kitchen 

February 22  

 
This month volunteers from TMPC will 
be supporting the soup kitchen on 
Thursday, February 22 starting at 10:30 
am.   
 
We will depart from the TMPC parking 
lot at 9:15 am, or you may meet in Tren-
ton by 10:00 am.   
 
Please sign up at The Table of Well 
Wishing if you plan to attend. 
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DEVOTIONS IN YOUR  

INBOX! 
 

Each year  Pittsburgh Theologi-

cal Seminary offers Advent  

devotions that will be delivered 

each day to your inbox. You 

can either read or listen to their 

daily message, which is written 

by students in the Doctor of 

Ministry program. To subscribe 

to this devotional or to learn 

more about it visit www.pts.edu/devotional_1  

Announcements 

http://www.pts.edu/devotional_1
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OUTSIDE GROUPS 

 
 

 

 

Farmer’s Club   
Meets the first Saturday of the month during 
April—June and September –December at  
5:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.   

 

Foglifters AA 

Foglifters AA group meets daily, 7:00-8:00 am 
Monday-Friday in Fellowship Hall; Saturday/
Sunday in the Conference Room 

 

Grey Sheeters Anonymous 
Meets Wednesdays at 5:30 pm in Office 115. 
 

Men’s AA Meeting   
Meets weekly on Thursdays at 7:00 pm in the 
Conference Room.  
 

PRO-ACT Family Education   

If someone you know or love is struggling with a 
drug or alcohol addiction, support is here for 
you.  PRO-ACT provides a safe and supportive 
environment for families and individuals impact-
ed by addiction to gain understanding and find 
healing within a community of grace. Call (800) 
221–6333 or visit www.addictionawarenessinitiative.com. 

New Hope Solebury Cares 

For teen drug awareness classes, seminars and 

support.  See their website for more infor-

mation http://www.nhscares.org. 

 

JOIN TMPC’S  SMALL GROUPS   &   
OUTSIDE GROUPS 

ADULT EDUCATION  

AND SMALL GROUPS 
 

AID for Friends 
Meets monthly. Volunteers donate & prepare 
meals. Sign up sheet is on the bulletin board in 
Fellowship Hall to see what ingredients are  
needed. 
 

Community Meal 
Occurs 2nd Sundays monthly 12:30-1:30pm. 
On-line sign-ups available for donations and 
service at http://tmpc.org/community-meal.  . 
 

Just for Men   
Meets the first Wednesday of the month from 
7:30—9:00 pm  in  the  Chapel  with Pastor 
Stuart leading prayers and discussions as well 
as sharing joys and concerns. 
 

Men’s Bible Study Group 
Meets the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of each month 
in the Conference Room from 9:00-10:30 am.   
 

Women’s Bible Study Group 
Mondays at 9:30 am in the Conference Room. 
 

Theology on Tap 
Meets the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 
monthly at a local restaurant for a lively Bible 
discussion, warm fellowship, and a great meal!   
 

United Presbyterian Women 

(UPW)  Meets at 1:00 p.m. on the second 

Wednesday of each month in the Conference 
Room.   Join us for Bible study and lively con-
versation.   

http://www.addictionawarenessinitiative.com
http://www.nhscares.org/
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 TIME & TALENT 

 

  
TIME & TALENT OFFERING 

  
CONTACT PERSON 

  
NAME 

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS 
for Sunday School 

 

 Your Name Here 

WRITE A TIDINGS ARTICLE 
1 article 

 

 Your Name Here 

DECORATE FOR EASTER 
1-2 People needed for Sanctuary 

 

 Your Name Here 

  

TMPC MEALS FOR MEMBERS 
  

 Your Name Here 

FELLOWSHIP  
EVENT PLANNERS 
3 Members needed 

 Your Name Here 

MAKE MEALS 
for Community Meal 

 

 Your Name Here 

HELP SERVE, SETUP, OR 
CLEAN UP  

during Community Meals 
 

 Your Name Here 

VISIT SENIORS AND SHUT-INS  Your Name Here 

NURSERY VOLUNTEER  Your Name Here 

  
SUNDAY COLLECTION COUN-

TERS 

 Your Name Here 

We all are able to contribute in different ways whether by giving money, creative efforts or 
ideas, time or talent.  See below for some of the additional ways Thompson Church can put 
your skills to good use.  Contact the leader below and let us know how you will help. 

2018 PER-CAPITA CONTRIBUTION   Every Presbyterian shares in the 
benefit of the PC(USA)’s system of government, so every Presbyterian is 
asked to help defray the expenses associated with the Presbytery.   
TMPC’s contribution this year is $28.03 per member.      
An envelope intended for this contribution can be found in your  annual 
offering box; if you e-Give, there is an “apportionment” category for this 
purpose. 
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MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 

TMPC WELCOMES YOU 

Suzanne  

Amy  Rebecca  Kelly  

David  Melissa  
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Patti  Robert  
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER  

AND REFLECTION 

 

            Evening Prayer Group 
          Wednesdays 7:45 pm to 8:30 pm  

        With Pastor Stuart Spencer 
       In the Chapel  

 

Starting Wednesday, February 21
st 

Pastor Spencer will lead 

a meditation on God’s Word and use of the Jesus Prayer until 

Holy Week. 

 Men’s Ministries 
 JUST FOR MEN! 

         7:30 pm to 9:00 pm with Pastor Stuart Spencer 
 In the Chapel on 2/7, 4/4, 5/2 & 6/6 

 
Pastor Spencer leads a monthly meeting for men on the first Wednesday of each month. 

This includes:  opportunities to share our joys and concerns, time for prayer, and a discus-

sion based on a devotional reading from Deep Down Faith. Join us at  7:30 pm to 9:00 pm 

in the Chapel on February 7, no meeting in March, April 4, May 2 and June 6.  Then we 

break for the summer months. 

Keep our TMPC Session Members for 2018 
 in your prayers. 

Susan Achenbach – Clerk of Session 
Jo Ann Lieber & Chuck Green – Christian Education 

David Oxley & John Davis – Worship and Music 
Tom Barford – Personnel 

Frederic Haubrich - Long-Range Planning 
Carol Evinski & Steve Miller – Business & Finance 

Jo Ann Alberts – Membership Development 
Fred Wustholz – Property 

Chris Bromberg – Stewardship 
Al Matulis - Cemetery 

Anita Campbell – Nominating 
Rick Schaub – Mission  



 

 HIGHLIGHTED  SERVICES 

 

  FEB 11 8:30, 11am   Traditional & Contemporary Services    

     (Both in the Sanctuary due to the Talent Show) 

   9:30 am        Talent Show (Fellowship Hall) 

  

 FEB 14 6:00 pm Soup & Bread Supper    

   7:00 pm   Ash Wednesday Worship Service– Communion 

     Thompson Church (TMPC is Hosting) 

  

 FEB 18 8:30 am Traditional First Sunday of Lent – Communion 

   11:00 am Contemporary Worship Services – Communion 
 

 FEB 21 6:00 pm Soup & Bread Supper    

   7:00 pm   Lenten Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

 

 FEB 25 8:00 am Traditional Worship Service 

   11:00 am Contemporary Worship Service 

   12:30 pm ANNUAL MEETING (Fellowship Hall) 

 

 FEB 28 6:00 pm Soup & Bread Supper    

   7:00 pm   Lenten Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

 

 MAR  7 6:00 pm Soup & Bread Supper    

   7:00 pm   Lenten Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

 

 MAR 14 6:00 pm Soup & Bread Supper    

   7:00 pm   Lenten Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

 

 MAR 21 6:00 pm Soup & Bread Supper    

   7:00 pm   Lenten Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

 

 MAR 25 8:30 am  Palm Sunday Worship Service (Sanctuary)  

   11:00 am Palm Sunday Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 

 

 MAR 29 6:00 pm Soup & Bread Supper 

   7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Service (Fellowship Hall)– Communion 

 

 MAR 30 7:00 pm Good Friday Service (Sanctuary) 

    

 APR 1  6:30 am Easter Sunrise Service (Choir Room) 

   8:30 am Children’s Easter Service (Fellowship Hall)– Communion 

   9:45 am Children’s Sunday School/Activities (Sanctuary) 

   11:00am Contemporary Easter Service (Fellowship Hall) 

  

 APR 29 9:30 am Choir Appreciation Service (Fellowship Hall) 
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See TMPC’s website at www.tmpc.org for up-to-date information and e-news. 



 

 
MISSION UPDATE: 
  

THE WELCOME CHURCH.  On the Sunday after Thanksgiving, seven 
TMPC members went into center city Philadelphia to serve coffee hour at 
The Welcome Church (http://www.thewelcomechurch.org/), an amazing or-
ganization that ministers to the homeless and holds two outdoor worship 
services a month on the Parkway in front of the Franklin Institute.  The ser-
vice was attended by more than fifty homeless people and the TMPC group 

helped to make their cold and gray day just a little brighter with some hot coffee, sand-
wiches, snacks, socks and fellowship.  All of the TMPC group members felt blessed to 
be part of this experience.  We have committed to The Welcome Church to help out 
with coffee hour twice a year.  Our next visit is scheduled for Sunday, May 6.  

  

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS MARKET.  On December 10, we hosted an Alternative 
Christmas Market whereby holiday shoppers could purchase a wide variety of gifts 
from four missions that TMPC supports including:  Urban Promise Trenton (http://
www.urbanpromisetrenton.org/), The Village  (https://village1877.org/), Life Abun-
dant  (http://www.lifeabundantinc.org/)  and Fisherman’s Mark (http://
fishermansmark.org/).   Thanks to all who generously shopped this year! 

  

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING.  Our Christmas Eve offering was dedicat-
ed to Advocates for Homeless and Those in Need (AHTN), a Bucks Coun-
ty interfaith nonprofit that serves the homeless and those in need by 
providing year-long access to emergency shelter, food, and other life-
sustaining services, with dignity and compassion.  We raised over five 
thousand dollars for this worthy cause—more than double our average 
Christmas Eve offering.  Penny Martin, AHTN Board President shared the 

following words of appreciation--Many thanks and blessing to you and your congrega-
tion.   ….and all God’s people said “Amen”! 
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MISSION UPDATE—TCHLTB 

(THE CHURCH HAS LEFT THE BUILDING) 

 

HOLD THE DATE!   
Sunday May 6

th 

 

THE CHURCH HAS LEFT THE BUILDING  
(Spring Edition) returns to TMPC 

 
We’ll be holding a brief service that morningmorning and 
then sending our entire congregation out to be a 
blessing to our community by completing a dozen 
group projects benefiting local, national and interna-
tional missions.  Several of our projects will be done 
on Saturday, May 5

th
.  Be on the lookout for addi-

tional updates.  Project sign-ups begin in early April. 

http://www.thewelcomechurch.org/
http://www.urbanpromisetrenton.org/
http://www.urbanpromisetrenton.org/
https://village1877.org/
http://www.lifeabundantinc.org/
http://fishermansmark.org/
http://fishermansmark.org/


 

MEN’S WINTER RETREAT 
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Discussions, Listening,  
Reflection, Cooking, Eating and Fun. 

Thanks for  Delicious filling  
meals.        

A view of 
Skytop 
Lodge 

A special thanks 
to  

Rev. Henziel-
Nelson, our 

guest  
Speaker.  



 

 

WAYS TO SERVE 

Miles for Mission 
Fundraiser for Youth Mission  

 
This summer our Middle School and High School students are teaming 
up to join our Youth Mission Team as we partner with Next Step Minis-

tries to help folks in Houston, TX whose homes have been damaged by Hurricane Harvey.  This devastating 
hurricane upended so many people’s lives as its rains and winds moved through the city.  By working with 
Next Step to repair homes, we hope that the people who are living in darkness and despair will see the light 
of Christ through our work.  
 
To get to Houston, we will be traveling by plane, and we need your help. We are looking for folks to sponsor 
miles of our travel through our fundraising campaign Miles for Mission. We have done the math and each 
mile of our journey costs our team $5. Please consider helping us out by sponsoring as many miles as you 
are able.   Please contact Bailey Heckman for more information.  
 
There are two ways to give.  First, you can give online by going to tmpc.org/mission-trips and click on the 
Miles for Mission Logo to give.   Second, you can write a check to TMPC with Miles for Mission in the memo 
line and place it in Bailey Heckman’s box. On behalf of the entire mission team we want to thank you for 
your past support and prayers and for your continued support as we travel to Houston. Thank you! 
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TALENT SHOW    

February 11  
9:45 am - 10:45 am  
In Fellowship Hall 

 
 
The proceeds from the Talent Show will raise 
money for the Mission for Miles youth  travel ex-
penses  to Texas this summer to help   Hurricane 
Harvey families.     All ages welcome, so please 
share your talents and support this cause.   Bring 
friends and family, all are welcome. 



 

 

 

WAYS TO SERVE 
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We support the American Red Cross twice a year 
with blood drives at TMPC.  Keep on the look out 
for information about this life saving cause. 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY    
CAN FOOD COLLECTION  

Bring Cans in By February 4 
 

As many of us are celebrating Super Bowl Sunday 
with friends, fun, and food, others in our area are 
hungry.  They are wondering where they will find 
their next meal.   
 

TMPC helps restock the food pantries that are now getting empty after the generosity 
of the Christmas season has worn off.   
 
Last year, we collected 800 cans.  This year, we’re stretching our goal to 1000 cans, so 
we need help from the entire congregation.  Please bring your cans in on Super 
Bowl Sunday, February 4th to help fill the shelves of our local food pantries and be a 
blessing to our community.   
 
 

 

  
 

The Rescue Mission of Trenton is the agency in the City of Trenton 
that serves the truly needy men and women who have no place to 
turn for shelter, food, and clothing. The Mission provides a safe, 
clean, warm, refuge for the homeless, the hungry, the transient and 
the addicted.  The donation box is outside Fellowship Hall for your 
gently  used clothing offerings.  They collect on a monthly basis.    
Thank you in advance for your generosity.  
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 . 

             Thompson Church  

(TMPC will be Hosting) 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

FEBRUARY 14 
 

    6:00 pm  Soup & Bread Supper
   

      7:00 pm   Ash Wednesday Service          

  
We welcome the members of    

Anchor and Forest Grove  

        Presbyterian Churches. 

    

Announcements—Save the Date! 

 
MARCH 10 

 

5:00—7:00 pm 
 

Chili Cook-off 
 

 Proceeds go to Youth Mission Group 
 & Team Sign-ups are available on Table 
 of Well Wishing 

Easter Program:  Celebrating the Gift of God’s Son                  
                            
Mark your calendars for a special Sunday School Easter Program on April 1 
at 9:45 am in the Sanctuary.  We will celebrate the resurrection of Jesus with 
songs, an Easter video, and, of course, the annual Easter Egg Hunt!   
 
This is truly a day of celebration and thanksgiving, so don’t miss the  
festivities!   

All are welcome! 



 

 

P A G E  2 1  

All Proceeds will go towards the Youth Mission 
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Adult Education 

 

SPRING ADULT FORUM 
 

SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES     
 

New Year, New Opportunities! We are offering opportunities to be in a 
small group. One of  these groups will meet once a month on Sun-
day mornings at 9:45 am in the Chapel starting on February 18.  
 
Childcare will be provided in the nursery. The second group will decide 
together what works best for them in terms of  day, time, and frequency.  
 
Sign up today on the Table of  Well Wishing.  

 
PRO-ACT 

Family Education Program on Addiction 
Will be Meeting in March and May 

 
Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church (TMPC) has 
a partnership with Doylestown Presbyterian Church 
(DPC) and The Council of Southeast Pennsylvania   

aggressively to address the growing problem of addiction to drugs and alcohol in our 
community. The PRO-ACT Family Education Program alternates monthly between 
TMPC and DPC. This three-week class offers basic information on the nature of addic-
tion, the meaning of recovery, and the resources available to help.  A fourth session 
offers a time for prayer for those who desire it.   
 
If you or someone you know has an interest in attending, please see TMPC’s e-news to 
find the link to the Council’s website for information and to register for the class.   
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OUR COLLEGE  
STUDENTS    

 
Thanks to Amy, Patti  and Leslie for 
the thoughtful treats, notes and 
prayers that will continue to go to 
our students and military.   
 

Keep them in your prayers. 

 
Coffee Hours  

Sign up  
and Participate 

 
Please look for the sign-up sheet at the Table of 
Well Wishing, or our sign up genius list or by  
visiting TMPC’s website, Life Together/
Fellowship/Coffee Hours.  We welcome  the   
participation of all our members.  A special thank 
you to our  dedicated  committees  and   our   
enthusiastic volunteers who keep the energy 
flowing. 

Special Announcements 

RUMMAGE SALE  

 

Our next Rummage Sale will be in the Spring.  It’s never too early 
to keep an eye out for a new group of “treasures” to donate!  
Time to get ready for our Spring Rummage Sale on April 26 & 27.  
Drop off your quality clothing & household items after April 2.  Our 
sorting days will be on April 23, 24 & 25. 

USHERS, GREETERS  
&  AMBASSADORS 

 
Sign up on line or you can be  

added to the Signup Genius list 
made by the coordinator of each 

of these activities. 

 
THEOLOGY ON TAP 

Join us on Wednesdays 
See dates & times & locations in e-news, 

CCB Calendar, or TMPC website.  
 

During Lent, we meet in the Conference 
Room after the selected Wednesday Len-
ten Service 2/28, 3/14 and 3/28. This 
spring we will focus on theological con-
cepts, studying a different one each week. 
Come join us for great fellowship and   dis-
cussion.  

 
Our next meeting is February 28 for this 
Bible study. 
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TMPC’s GARDEN CLUB 
 

  Join the Garden Club 
 

Quiet efforts behind the 
 scenes do make a difference! 

FLOWERS FOR OUR WORSHIP SERVICES 

For All ORDERS please place through Elinor 
If you are interested in placing flowers in the church in  
“honor of “ or “in memory of” a loved one, please call 
the church office to get contact information.  The cost 
is $30 for the 2 vases.   You are welcome  to take  
them home  after the service.  

EASTER AZALEA PLANT ORDERS 
 

One of the ways we celebrate the Easter season is through  
special decorations in our Sanctuary.  You are  invited to share 
in this joyful time by purchasing azaleas.  
 
“In Loving Memory of _____ “ or “In Honor of ______ your loved 
ones.”  The cost is $TBD/plant.   The price will be available in 
March.  After the very last Easter service, you can take home 
those you’ve ordered. 
 
One way to order:  www.tmpc.org/Giving or by the forms that will 
go out very soon in the bulletin. 
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Christmas Musical 2017 

Thanks to Tricia and the children for all of their hard work, focus and their dedica-
tion during rehearsals.  With patience and guidance they made it a fun and creative 
presentation of the true meaning of Christmas.  Thanks to Amy and Tim  for their 
creative set design for the Children’s Musical. 

We also want to thank Melissa  for costumes and props.  
We give a shout out to John and Bailey for technology.   
Thanks to Debbie and Jaimie Salt for helping with re-
hearsals. 
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ASH WEDNESDAY  
Wednesday, February 14 

6:00  - Soup & Bread Supper 

7:00 - We will host this year’s Ash Wednesday Service in the Sanctuary.   

Friends from Anchor and Forest Grove Presbyterian Churches will join us. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER SERVICES 
Wednesday Evenings  

from February 21 through March 21 

6:00 - Soup & Bread Supper in Fellowship Hall 

7:00 - Evening Prayer Service in the Sanctuary:  We will hear testimonies from members 

and friends of TMPC who will share how they have encountered God in their lives.   

PALM SUNDAY  
Sunday, March 25 

8:30 - Worship Service in the Sanctuary   

11:00 - Worship Service in Fellowship Hall 

Palm crosses will be available after both services. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY  
Thursday, March 29 

6:00 - Soup & Bread Supper in Fellowship Hall 

7:00 - Worship Service in Fellowship Hall 

  GOOD FRIDAY 
Friday, March 30 

7:00 - Worship Service in the Sanctuary:  We will follow a Tenebrae Service or “Service 

of Shadows” with musical selections by the With One Voice Choir and special musicians. 

EASTER SUNDAY 
Sunday, April 1 

6:30 - Sunrise Service:  We will gather in the Choir Room. (Carnations and Cemetery Walk.) 

8:30 - Family Service in Fellowship Hall:  Our children and youth will 

sing and ring praises to our risen Lord! 

9:45 - Sunday School Program in the Sanctuary: 

The egg hunt will follow! 

11:00 - Celebration Worship Service in Fellowship Hall: 

We are joined by our adult bell and vocal choirs. 
 

After each service in the Choir Room enjoy breakfast items and an assortment of goodies! 
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Employees that joined  
 TMPC in 2017 

Brooks  
Contemporary Band Leader 

Stephen  
Youth & Family Ministry Director 

Heidi  
Seminary Intern 

Melissa 
Administrative Assistant 

Amanda  
Seminary Intern 

Dorothy  
Organist 
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Youth Group  

 

 
 

Join us Sunday nights from 6:00 - 8:00 pm in the Youth 
Room.  All Junior and Senior High students are  
welcome!  

Everyone has a story to tell 
 
This winter and spring, we will be taking a 
look at stories of characters within the Bible 
to gain a deeper  understanding of the impact 
and legacy their stories had on the world. We 
will then take a look at our own lives, our 
dreams, and our talents and unpack the ways 
in which we can write a great story with our 
lives. 

DATE:   February 23 

WHERE: Rebounderz in  

  Landsdale 

A MUST:   Please Sign the on-
line Waiver in advance  

Rebounderz is a fun trampoline 
park located in Lansdale, PA  

Email:           Stephen Scovell  for 
more       information. 

FIND OUT HOW TO BECOME A YOUTH USHER. 



 

Your Invited to Church Ladies ~ Sept. 5 

 

Save the Date  
Vacation Bible School  
August 6-10th 
 

Any child who is 4 years old through students who have 
completed 5th grade are invited to join us during our 
week of camp.   
 

This year’s theme is Splash Canyon! 
 
Life is full of thrills and spills; we may not know what’s 
around the bend, but God does! At Splash Canyon, kids 

discover that, on life’s wild ride, Jesus is by our side. Each day we will focus on Bible stories that have 
water at their center like Moses floating down the river, the people crossing the Jordan  River into 
the  Promised Land, and the   Baptism of Jesus. The stories are reinforced with fun music, crafts, and 
games throughout the day.  Registration will open soon for this free camp. Tell your friends and join 
us for the fun week and a great summer activity!  Camp helpers needed too! 
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Zeteo Retreat  
February 2 - 4  

 
 

Our retreat for all Junior High and High School students is this weekend.   
It is an incredible weekend  full of  compelling drama, worship, teaching, 
and lots of delicious food.    

SAVE THE DATE! 

April 21
st

 is our RE:NEW Event (See Page 21) 

We will be hosting a day of worship and creative arts seminars, focusing on how we can 
use our talents and passions to impact the world. The cost for the day will be $10 and all 
proceeds will go towards the youth mission trip. 

Youth Activities 



 

Letters to the Congregation 
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Thank you our Thompson Church Family, 
 
Thank you all for keeping baby Colin in your 
prayers.   He is growing and thriving much 
better than expected.  Through Gods grace 
he will  continue to heal and grow. 
 
Merry Christmas to all and may God bless 
you in the coming year. 
 
With love and appreciation, 
 
The L. Family 

 
Dear TMPC Members, 
 
Thank you for donating to the 
Houston VA Medical Center.  
Your thoughtfulness in 
remembering our veterans is 
appreciated. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Veterans Affairs Voluntary 
Service/Texas Dear TMPC Members, 

 
I am writing to express our deepest thanks for your recent 
donation to Douglas T. Jacobson State Veteran’s Nursing 
Home.   Generous gift books from donors like you provide 
the moral support needed to continue our mission of 
providing the best care to our residents.  We appreciate 
support like this from the community as it plays a key role in 
our success.  They are grateful for your generosity. 
 
Thank you so much again for your thoughtfulness in 
remembering and caring about our veterans. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Liz  
Department of Veterans’ Affairs/Florida 

Dear Julie LaLonde, 
 

A big THANK YOU goes out to you for 
taking on the volunteer task of proof 
reading our weekly Bulletins and Tid-
ings issue.   
 
I really can’t thank you enough for 
the help and time savings you are 
providing by sharing your talents, 
your keen eye for details and helping 
me to complete these tasks each 
week.  See you next week : ). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Melissa  



 

Dear Rev. Spencer, 
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Letters (Continued) 

 

 
 
 

Dear Thompson Church, 
 
Thank you from the entire staff for your 
generosity shown by the generous staff gift 
contributions.  We are blessed in many 
ways by serving our TMPC church family. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The TMPC Staff 

Dear TMPC, 

 

On behalf of the Houston VAMC patients 

and staff, we would like to extend our 

appreciation to you for your donations of 

books. 

 

It is through the efforts of community partners 

like you that allow us to continue the quality 

care and services that we seek to provide for 

our deserving Veterans.   

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Barbara  

Dear Thompson Church family, 
 
 
Thank you TMPC for the pretty flowers 
and the letter.  I was not happy to have 
a broken elbow and you cheered me 
up! 
 
Thanks for thinking of me. 
 
Thanks,  
 
Brianna  

 
Dear Jeff & Thompson Church Family,  
 
Thank you so much for all of your prayers 
during my recent illness and recovery.  I 
truly feel that prayers are what helped 
me get through my difficult situation.  I 
am currently cancer free and doing well.  
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy, Healthy New Year! 
 
Fondly, 
 
Alison  



 

Our Mission 

We are a joyful family called by God 

Through Jesus Christ and empowered 

by the Holy Spirit to: 

Welcome all, share our faith, 

love each other, serve the world and 

glorify God. 

Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church 

1680 Aquetong Road, New Hope, PA  18938 

Office: (215) 862-2440 

Fax : (215) 862-9046 

www.tmpc.org 

Office open: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

Disciples - All Members of the Congregation  

Disciples:  All Members of the Congregation  

Teaching Elder/Pastor (Sabbath: Monday)  Stuart H. Spencer sspencer@tmpc.org 

Teaching Elder/Associate Pastor (Sabbath: Friday) Bailey Heckman bheckman@tmpc.org 

Youth & Family Ministry Director Stephen Scovell sscovell@tmpc.org 

Administrative Assistant Melissa Bottelier office@tmpc.org 

Director of Music  Patricia Murphy pmurphy@tmpc.org 

Organist Dorothy Fine organist@tmpc.org 

Contemporary Music Director Brooks Hanrahan bandleader@tmpc.org 

Church Accountant Linda Landis llandis@tmpc.org 

Sexton  George Salt No email 

Business Administrator (Volunteer) Sue Schaub sschaub@tmpc.org 

 

REGULAR  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE  

September  10 - June 11  
 

8:30 am — Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

9:45 am — Christian Education for All Ages 

11:00 am — Contemporary Worship in Fellowship Hall  

--------------- 

Coffee Hour follows the services in Fellowship Hall  

Nursery care available at all services 

 

Fifth Sunday — in months with 5 Sundays -- all year round, 

we gather for a single service at 9:30 am in Fellowship Hall 

 

EASTER SCHEDULE 

(see page 15 & 26) 

http://www.tmpc.org
mailto:sspencer@tmpc.org
mailto:bheckman@tmpc.org
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mailto:pmurphy@tmpc.org
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