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I have been your interim pastor for just a 
few weeks now. What a few weeks it has 
been. The warm welcome I have received 
melts my heart, I am grateful to all of you. 
Already I have had the opportunity to get to 
know many of you by visiting in your 
homes, at your places of work, and sharing 
lunch or coffee. I have enjoyed hearing the 
stories of your life at TMPC and hearing 
your experience of how God is at work in 
this place. 

 

I was so impressed by the high energy that 
filled the sanctuary and the wonderful 
welcome reception on my first Sunday 
here. I enjoyed the laughter and 
conversation during the Community Meal 
on August 12. And, of course, I’m looking 
forward to Rally Sunday on September 9 
and the Fall Festival later in the month. 

 

In my short time here with you I can see 
that this is a vibrant church with a 
committed, caring congregation. God’s 
Spirit is being poured out in all sorts of 
ways. As we go forward together, we will 
continue building on the many gifts of this 
congregation as we actively await the 
bright future God has in store for this 
church.  

 

My job as an interim pastor, in addition to 
being your pastor and regular preacher and 
teacher, is to guide and support you during 
a time of self-study and reflection. This 

time of self-study and reflection will help 
TMPC embrace a new beginning and 
prepare for the next season ministry. 

 

Over the next few months, I will be working 
with the church elders to design a process for 
creating a Mission Study Report. This 
process will engage the congregation in 
intentional conversations about TMPC. 
Those conversations will help the church 
gain clarity about its core values; recognize 
the cultural changes taking place in the 
world and how it affects our current and 
future possibilities for growth; and identify 
our hopes and dreams for the future so we 
can develop a strategic plan for the next 3-5 
years. From this process, which may take 6-
8 months, we will be ready to form a Pastor 
Nominating Committee and begin seeking a 
new installed pastor. 

 

The interim time can be stressful, as most 
transitions are. But this is also a time of great 
excitement and wonder, the kind that always 
comes with something new. So as we begin 
our journey during this interim process, let’s 
see what we can accomplish together 
through prayer and the Holy Spirit. God can 
use this time in surprising ways. We have 
important work to do in the next few 
months. I ask for your support, your prayers, 
your gifts and your presence on Sunday 
mornings as together we face the future with 
its hope and its great promise. 
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Tidings 

“The Future Starts Now” by Jim Poinsett 

“Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we’ve been given a brand-new life and have everything to live 
for, including a future in heaven – and the future starts now!”  

1 Peter 1:3 (The Message) 
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Keep our TMPC Session Members for 2018 in your prayers. 
 

Susan Achenbach – Clerk of Session 
Jo Ann Lieber & Chuck Green – Christian Education 
David Oxley – Worship and Music 
Tom Barford – Personnel 
Frederic Haubrich - Long-Range Planning 
Carol Evinski & Steve Miller – Business & Finance 
Jo Ann Alberts – Membership Development 
Fred Wustholz – Property 
Al Matulis - Cemetery 
Anita Campbell – Nominating 
Rick Schaub & Chris Bromberg – Mission & Stewardship 

October 20 

Senior Luncheon    

11:30 am—1:30 pm 

In Fellowship Hall 

Hosted by our Deacons - more  

information to come 

SENIOR LUNCHEON 
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Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church names our new Interim Pastor.  Jim began 
his pastoral leadership on Wednesday, August 1 and delivered his first sermon at 
the 9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service on  August 5.   All were welcomed to attend the 
service and the reception that day. 
 
Poinsett was called to the ministry as a second career and received his Master of 
Divinity degree from Yale University Divinity School. Prior to joining TMPC, he was 
Interim Pastor/Head-of-Staff at Newtown Presbyterian Church and subsequently Interim 
Pastor/Head of Staff at St. Mark Presbyterian Church, Ballwin, MO.  
 
In an introductory message to the TMPC congregation Poinsett said, in part, “I look 
forward to becoming a part of this wonderful community in August and becoming an 
integral part of your ministry in the months ahead.”   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TMPC’S INTERIM PASTOR 
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YOUTH GROUP  

NEW DAY/NEW TIME:      Meets Thursdays  
       7:00 PM—9:00 PM 

FIND OUT HOW TO  
BECOME A YOUTH  
USHER. 

Join us for some fun Youth Events! 
 

September 30  
 

Fall Fest 
10:45 am—1:30 pm 

 

 
Hershey Park in the Dark 

 
October 20 

Bowling/Laser Tag 
Sunday, November 18 

Christmas Party 
Youth Group 

 
December 14 

Friday 

Next Summer 2019 
 

Youth Mission Trip 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Aug. 4-8, 2019 

 
Harrisburg, PA 

With Salt & Light Ministries 

 
New Year Bonfire  & S’mores 

 
September 6 
YOUTH GROUP  
CELEBRATION 



 

Your Invited to Church Ladies ~ Sept. 5 
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SAVE THE DATES! 

New Member Class 
 

Sunday, November 11th & 18th  at 9:45 am 

 

November 25th  Lunch with Session  at 12:45 pm  
For those interested in signing up to become a member 

of Thompson Church please contact Jo Ann Alberts. 
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FALL FESTIVAL 
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“We  Believe” 
From April 27, 2018  
Grace Notes 
 
By Bailey Heckman 
 
 
I stumbled upon this image online 
somewhere. I was struck by the simplicity 
and power of the words that were pictured 
here on the wall. I thought it was a really 
interesting idea and beautifully done. I 
searched and searched for the church 
where this image was taken and could not 
find the source. I did find that this image 
was a part of an advertisement geared 
toward churches to help with their interior 
designs.  So it makes perfect sense that 
this image drew me in – that was exactly 
the idea.  
  
Even if this is an advertisement, I really like 
the sentiment here. All the phrases on the 
wall say the following… 
  
We Believe: Found People Find People 
We Believe: Saved People Serve People 
We Believe: Growing People Change 
We Believe: You Can’t Do Life Alone 
We Believe: You Can’t Out Give God 
  
Individually they all say something 
powerful, but together what they are trying 
to communicate is that because we have 
encountered Christ we have been changed 
and we have been called to action. 
  
All Christians are called to follow Christ 
and live by his example. One of the ways 
we are doing that here at Thompson is by 
participating in The Church has Left the 
Building.  We follow Christ out of the 
Sanctuary and into the world by serving our 
community, country and the world.  
 
Join us to serve our community. 

GOD’S GRACE 
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Do you know what this is a picture of? 

                      

Automated External Defibrillator (AED)  

 

Our AED is for our use in case of cardiac arrest.  Many public places like malls, airports, and doctor’s 
offices have them. Since an AED is more effectively used in conjunction with CPR, some church staff 
members were  CPR and AED trained  in April. 
 
The important features of an AED are: 
Anyone can use one, no training or certification is required. It analyzes the patient’s heart rhythm 
and will not give a shock unless it is necessary, so you cannot hurt anyone by using it. 

There are different models, but they all have one thing in common – a green ON button. 
       The unit gives voice instructions that talk you through each step. 

The TMPC unit has both adult and pediatric-sized pads. 
And remember – send someone to call 911 right away! 

 
Our unit is located across from Fellowship Hall in the hallway outside Room 115.  It is stored in a 
white box similar to the one shown -- next time you are in the church, look for the sign and notice 
where the unit is located. Get in the habit of looking for an AED sign when you are out and about in 
public places. You could save a life by the simple act of grabbing the unit and bringing it to those 
assisting a victim. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

 Wanted:   Tidings Contributors 
 
Everyone enjoys learning more about our friends in our congregation. If anyone is 
interested in interviewing folks and writing a one or two-page piece for this quarterly 
publication you are encouraged to speak to Pastor Bailey, Sue Schaub or Melissa 
Bottelier.   

 
 

Potential Tidings Article Topics: 
 

Sharing a personal experience of God revealing his power in your life, sharing a life 
experience that could lift up someone who could be going through a troubling time 
whether it involves career change, health, family or relationship challenges.  Send it to 
Melissa Bottelier at office@tmpc.org. 

Sunday, November 4th 

(And Saturday, Novermber 3rd for selected projects) 
 

No Worship Services on Sunday 
   
 
  The Church Has Left the Building 
  Reveals the explosive power of God 

 
In one day countless Christians of all ages leave their buildings and bless 
their communities through numerous mission projects.  TMPC project signups 
will begin in early October.   
 
Please contact Rick Schaub with any questions.   

mailto:Schaub—rickschaub@comcast.net
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Fall Adult Forum - The Book of Ruth 

Join Pastor Bailey Heckman on Sunday mornings as we dive 
into the Old Testament Book of Ruth. A key understanding in 
Ruth is that God uses these acts of the loving-kindness of 
people to demonstrate that which God gives to all, whether 
they realize it or not. This study will take place in the 
Conference Room on Sunday mornings at 9:45 am on the 
following Sundays: 

Sept. 23, Oct. 7, Oct. 14, Oct. 21, Oct. 28 

There is a book that accompanies this study that can be 
purchased for $15. Please keep a look out for sign up sheet 
on the Table of Well Wishing.  

 
UNITED PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

 
 

We’re not just about rummage! — although 
we’re very grateful for everyone’s help in 
making our Spring Rummage Sale a huge 
success by bringing in nearly $5,000! 
 
We’d also love to have you join us in 
September on the second Wednesday of every 
month at 1:00 pm for a Bible study and lively conversation.   
 
We hope to see you there!  Contact Anne Peshek with any questions. 



 

 

 EMPLOYMENT 
 SUPPORT GROUP  
 (ESG) 

 

 JOIN US! 
 

 
September 3 and 17, October 1 and 15  &  November 5 and 19  

Mondays at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

 

New Hope Community Church is hosting the  ESG on the 1st and 3rd Monday each month; from 7:00-
9:00 P.M. at TMPC in Fellowship Hall.   
The ministry’s mission is to renew hope and faith for job seekers and those in career transition by 
exchanging ideas, networking, providing job search skills, prayer, and a supportive environment to 
help meet employment goals.  Job seekers attending the group have commented: 

“….I wanted to thank you for calling me and for your prayers on behalf of me, my family, and my 
job search. Praise God the interview went very well Wednesday; I had an offer by Thursday!” 
“… I was particularly moved by the circumstances of the new folks in attendance.”  
 
ESG is facilitated by Len and Christina Deane who have extensive management and support 
ministry experience.  Please contact Len at DeaneL70@verizon.net for more information. 

Meets on the 1st & 3rd Mondays throughout the year.  

          TASK 
Trenton Area Soup Kitchen 

Our Fall Dates 
 

Our volunteers from TMPC support the 
soup kitchen next on September 27.   
 
We will depart from the TMPC parking lot 
at 9:15 am, or you may meet in Trenton 
by 10:00 am.   
 
Please sign up at The Table of  Well  
Wishing if you plan to attend or contact 
Clint  Gardner,  Bucky  Pope &   Jim     
Revie to get involved and join this group.   
 
We honor our friend, John Davis, by 
continuing this outreach program that he 
supported.  His enthusiasm and  his 
sense of humor and friendship will be 
missed. 

P A G E  1 1  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Speakers Wanted 
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OUTSIDE GROUPS 

 

ALANON    
Meets Wednesdays weekly starting  October 10th 

at 7:00 pm year round. 
 

Farmer’s Club   
Meets the first Saturday of the month during 
April—June and September –December at  
5:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.   

 

Foglifters AA 

Foglifters AA group meets daily, 7:00-8:00 am 
Monday-Friday in Fellowship Hall; Saturday/
Sunday in the Conference Room. 

 

Grey Sheeters Anonymous 
Meets Wednesdays at 5:30 pm in Office 115. 
 

Men’s AA Meeting   
Meets weekly on Thursdays at 7:00 pm in the  
Conference Room.  
 

New Hope Solebury Cares 

For teen drug awareness classes, seminars and 

support.  See their website for more information 

http://www.nhscares.org. 

 

Employment Support Group 

(ESG)   Meets on the first and third Mondays 

of each month in Fellowship Hall from 7:00 pm – 

9:00 pm.  An educational employment support 

group for those seeking employment or  who are 

currently underemployed, reentering the work-

force.  Hosted by Len and Christina Deane associ-

ated with (NHCC).  For more information or 

questions please contact Len Deane at 

DeaneL70@verizon.net.  This group will meet 

year round. 

 

JOIN TMPC’S  SMALL GROUPS   &   
OUTSIDE GROUPS 

ADULT EDUCATION  

AND SMALL GROUPS 
 

AID for Friends 
Meets monthly. Volunteers donate & prepare 
meals. Sign up sheet is on the bulletin board in 
Fellowship Hall to see what ingredients are  
needed. Leaders are: Susan Achenbach, Beth 
Thompson and Barbara Pope. 
 

Community Meal 
Occurs 2nd Sundays monthly 12:30-1:30 pm in 
Fellowship Hall.   On-line sign-ups available for 
donations and service at http://tmpc.org/
community-meal.  Contact Melissa Michael 
with questions.  
 

Men’s Bible Study Group 
Meets the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of each month 
in the Conference Room from 9:00-10:30 am. 
Contact Mike Wert with questions.  
 

Women’s Study Group 
Mondays at 9:30 am in the Conference Room. 
Contact Joyce McBride with questions. 
 

Theology on Tap 
Meets the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 
monthly at a local restaurant for a lively Bible 
discussion, warm fellowship, and a great meal!   
Will meet during October through May and 
will be lead by Stephen Scovell. 
 

United Presbyterian Women 

(UPW)  Meets at 1:00 pm on the second 

Wednesday of each month in the Conference 
Room.   Join us for Bible study and lively     
conversation.  Contact Anne Peshek to join. 

http://www.nhscares.org/
mailto:DeaneL70@verizon.net
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 TIME & TALENT 

 

We all can contribute in different ways: whether by giving money, creative efforts or ideas, or 
time or talent.  See below for some of the additional ways Thompson Church can put your 
skills to good use.  Contact the leader below and let us know if you can help. 

WAYS TO USE YOUR  TIME & TALENT 

MAKE MEALS, HELP SERVE, SETUP, OR CLEAN UP  
during Community Meals 

Melissa Michael 

 

 WAYS TO USE YOUR  TIME & TALENT 

PROOFREAD WEEKLY BULLETIN  OR 
WRITE A TIDINGS ARTICLE 

1 article 
Melissa Bottelier  office@tmpc.org 

 WAYS TO USE YOUR  TIME & TALENT 

VISIT SENIORS AND SHUT-INS 
Katherine Marriott 

 

 WAYS TO USE YOUR  TIME & TALENT 
  

TMPC MEALS FOR MEMBERS 
Colleen Koh 

 

 WAYS TO USE YOUR  TIME & TALENT 
  

SUNDAY COLLECTION COUNTERS 
Steve Miller or Carol Evinski    

mailto:office@tmpc.org
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FALL RETREAT 

 

A Time for Everything 
 
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 
 
 a time to be born, and a time to die; 
 a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
 a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
 a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
 a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
 a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
 a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
 a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
 a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 
 a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
 a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
 a time to love, and a time to hate; 
 a time for war, and a time for peace. 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

FALL PRAYER RETREAT  
   
at Holy Cross Monastery 
In Westpark, NY 
November 27-30 
 
Join a group of friends from a number of churches at Holy 

Cross Monastery, an Episcopalian Benedictine monastery; for 

time away. Pastor Stuart Spencer leads a study of this biblical 

call to seek the Lord God with our heart, soul, mind and 

strength. Our retreat group meets together for sessions on the 

mornings and evenings of each day. Within those gatherings we learn, share, and pray. The 

days of the Prayer Retreat afford plenty of time for personal prayer, meditation, 

conversations, reflection, exploring the book store, hiking, and enjoying a delicious meal or a 

cup of coffee.  This three-night, four day retreat affords the time to step away from the  

regular  demands of our lives and to enjoy a place of rest and welcome. Our retreat begins 

on Tuesday, November 27 at 5:00 pm and concludes on Friday, November 30 following the 

noon meal. For information on the monastery: http://www.holycrossmonastery.com. If you 

are a first-time visitor to Holy Cross look for “Visits to the Monastery”; and click the “What to 

Expect” page.  More information to come with regards to how to sign up for this retreat. 

http://www.holycrossmonastery.com


 

 HIGHLIGHTED  DATES & SERVICES 

 

FALL SCHEDULE 
Begins on Sunday, September 9 (8:30 & 11:00 Services) 

 

 SEPT 2 9:30 am Last Summer Worship Service-Communion 
      

 

 SEPT 9 Return to  8:30 & 11:00  Worship Services 

   9:45 am      Sunday School/Rally Day & Community Meal 

 

 SEPT 30 9:30 am    Fifth Sunday Worship Service  

     & FALL FESTIVAL  (Fellowship Hall) 

 

 OCT 7 8:30, 11am World Communion Service 

  

 NOV 4 ——  The Church Has Left the Building Service 

     No Worship Service this day  (TCHLTB) 

 

 NOV 11 8:30, 11am  Worship Services—Communion  

 

 NOV 18 8:30, 11am  Worship Services—Dedication Sunday 

  

 NOV 25 8:30, 11am  Thanksgiving Weekend Worship 

 

 DEC 2  8:30, 11am Worship Services—Communion 

   9:45 am Advent Workshop in Fellowship Hall 

 

 DEC 16 8:30, 11am  Worship Services  

   9:45 am Children’s Christmas Musical 

 

 DEC 24 4:30 pm Family Service 

   7:30 pm Lessons and Carols 

   10:30 pm Candlelight Communion Service 

 

 DEC 25 —Closed—CHRISTMAS DAY  (Closed) 

  

 DEC 30 9:30 am Fifth Sunday Service (Sanctuary) 
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See TMPC’s website at www.tmpc.org for up-to-date information and e-news. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
THEOLOGY ON 

TAP 
 
 

Dates & times & locations will be announced 
in the e-news, CCB Calendar, and TMPC 

website.   
 

Stephen Scovell will lead this group. 

USHERS, GREETERS  
&  AMBASSADORS 

 
Sign up online or you can be  

added to the Signup Genius list 
made by the coordinator of each 

of these activities. 

 
Coffee Hour 

Sign up  
and Participate 

 
Please look for the sign-up sheet at the Table of 
Well Wishing, or our sign up genius list or by  
visiting TMPC’s website, Life Together/Fellowship/
Coffee Hours.   
 
We welcome the participation of all our members.  
A special thank you to our  dedicated  committees  
and   our enthusiastic volunteers who keep serving 
with a smile.  If you have questions contact 

Melissa Michael. 

FOR OUR COLLEGE  
STUDENTS    

 
Thanks to everyone for your support 
of the thoughtful treats, notes and 
prayers that  will  continue to  go to 
our students.  
 

 
 
 
 

 FOR OUR MILITARY 
Keep them in your prayers. 

RUMMAGE SALE  

 

Our Rummage sale will take place on October  11-12 
We will begin collecting rummage sale items on     
September  9th.  We collect new and gently used 
clothing  and small household items.  (no furniture 
accepted).  Our sort days are October 8-10, look for 
information regarding  our luncheon and sign-up list 
on the Table of Well Wishing soon. 



 

TMPC’S CARING KIDS 
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Save the dates for our upcoming Caring Kids Events   
September 7, November 9 and January 11 

Fridays 5:30 pm—7:00 pm 

 
In March our Caring Kids painted “Kindness 
Rocks”. Each student painted two rocks, one rock 
was taken home to be placed somewhere people 
can see to bring a smile to our neighbors faces. 
The other rock was left here and will be placed in 
the Caring Kids Garden during our September 
event. The students will place plants, mulch, and 
place their rocks as a way to beautify our 
courtyard and highlight God’s creation.   



 

 

WAYS TO SERVE 
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Our Volunteers did it again…. 
 

 
 

Thompson lead a one week of outreach to the wonderful kids in Trenton.   



 

 

THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS 
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“A Parable of Talent” 
By Brooks Hanrahan 

 
Do you ever have those moments? Moments that God uses to show you what is actually important in this 
life? Moments in which God taps you on the shoulder and reminds you what it means to follow Christ in 
both word and deed?  
 
Well, last week  was one of those moments for me. A group of us from Thompson assisted Urban Promise 
Trenton with their summer camp at one of their sites, Camp Grace. The “work” was relatively straightfor-
ward. We spent the afternoons of July 9-12 playing with a group of kids, ranging in age from rising 1st 
graders to soon-to-be 5th graders. We made crafts with them, sang songs with them, ran outside and 
played with them, and snacked with them. They were wonderful kids; well-behaved (as well-behaved as 
children that age can be) and full of energy and life and love and joy. I think I speak for all of us involved in 
saying that we left the week a little better, a little more blessed, than we had entered. But, like I said 
above, it was more than just a fun week. As much as I was blessed by the children we served, I was con-
victed as well. God used this week to remind me of the importance of identifying and using my God-given 
gifts and passions to help others and, in doing so, engage in the Kingdom work of God. So often, when we 
think about what it means to serve God, we do so from within a box of comfort and convenience. I am as 
guilty of this as anyone else! We confine our acts of service to tithing on Sunday mornings and daily (or 
weekly…) quiet times and other ways of serving God that fit nicely and neatly into the way we construct 
our lives. But I was reminded this week that, sometimes, God calls us to do a little bit more. Each of us has 
been given unique gifts and talents. So often, though, we only use these talents for our own enjoyment, 
or maybe for our family’s well-being. Don’t get me wrong; that isn’t a bad thing! My mother has what I 
believe to be a God-given talent for cooking good, soul-nurturing food (just ask anyone who has tried her 
banana pudding) and I have certainly benefited from that. But we can do more.  
 
One of the best ways to serve God is to spend time using these talents to serve and help all of God’s peo-
ple, not only those close to us. I saw this selfless service in a number of unique ways at Urban Promise last 
week.  Julie Lalonde shared her passion for fun, healthy eating with the kids by making snack time more 
than just dishing out cookies and crackers. Each day, she had the campers assist her in making amazingly 
inventive, but healthy, healthy snacks, like vegetable men and and fruit dessert pizza and patriotic fruit 
kabobs.  Jeff Berry’s gift of connecting with young people shone through his demeanor during recreation. 
Personally, I was reminded of the joy that music can bring to kids that age. We sang silly songs, full of 
dancing and jumping and screaming, and we sang more serious songs, like “Amazing Grace” and “Open 
the Eyes of My Heart”.  
 
As I have reflected on the week, I realized that the sacrifice of time and talent demonstrated by each of 

our volunteers was a true picture of the Gospel. As he did with his disciples in the Parable of the Talents in 

Matthew 25, Jesus calls us to consider how we are using the gifts and passions God gives us to serve God’s 

kingdom--to serve all of God’s people--not only ourselves and those close to us. I hope you will join me in 

prayerfully considering how God might be calling us to give of our time and talent, whether at Thompson 

or in Trenton or anywhere else it may be needed, to share God’s joy and love with those around us. That 

is, at the end of the day, our Gospel call. And it is as gratifying as anything you and I can do on this side of 

heaven.  



 

 

WAYS TO SUPPORT 
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Thirty years ago, a young man studying at Eastern University was challenged to “do something” for 
the children he saw in the streets of Camden. The young man answered the challenge and in  the 
basement of a decrepit church,  he began a free after school program for school children. And 
UrbanPromise was born.  That young man was Bruce Main and his professor was Tony 
Campollo,  and little did either one of them know that, from that small beginning, something very big 
would grow and flourish.  

October 23, 2018  from  5:30 pm– 8:30 pm 

UrbanPromise’s Annual Banquet  

At  Scottish Rite Auditorium, 315 White Horse Pike, Collingswood NJ 

Featured speaker, Bishop Michael Curry 

(Who is sure to bring an encouraging word to share!) 

I would like to invite you and members of TMPC to join all of us at UrbanPromise Trenton as we 
come together to attend this special celebration to honor our “Mothership”. We would like to bring 
100 friends to the event and we can provide transportation on a chartered bus so folks will not have 
to drive. 

Visit the website for the information you need to purchase tickets online at 
www.urbanpromiseusa.org/banquet please include "UrbanPromise Trenton" in the box marked 
Special Seating/Table Request.  Ticket options range from $45-750.  Transportation on the bus will be 
$20 per person but is not due until we leave that day. 

If you have any other questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  I know we are all so grateful 
that Bruce Main said “yes” when God called. The lives of so many children, teens and adults all over 
the world have been forever changed by that leap of faith. It is only right that we all join in to 
celebrate thirty years of promise! 

 Warm regards, 

 
Melissa Mantz 
Executive Director 
Urban Promise Trenton  

 

30 YEARS 
To  

Celebrate! 

Tickets Available 

October 23  - Annual Banquet 
5:30 pm—8:30 pm 



 

 

ORGANIZATIONS WE SERVE 
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NOVEMBER 4, Sunday 
(November 3, Saturday , for 
selected projects) 
 
It is almost time for the Fall 
Edition of the Church has Left 
the Building (TCHLTB) and we 
hope you are able to participate.    
 
More information to come.  Any questions 
contact Rick Schaub. 
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YOUTH MISSION TRIP 2018 

 
Olivia:  
 
"I had the honor to serve on this 
mission trip down in Houston, Texas. 
The crew I was on was in charge of 
insulating and drywall at our 
homeowner's house, Ms. Jackie. 
Now, Ms. Jackie was always very 
kind and sweet to us. She was able 
to find the joy in small things, like 
getting to redo her kitchen or picking 
out newer and better floors. This 
taught me a valuable lesson about 
learning to not take anything 
for granted and, like Ms. Jackie, to 
find joy in small things.  
 
Count your blessings and think of all 
the amazing things you have or can 
do. Even in the worst situations, 
there can always be a positive.  

Many Communities in Texas have many  people that 
are still suffering from the devastation from Hurricane 
Harvey, even a year later.  Many people suffer from 
post event trauma and with every bit of rain or a new 
hurricane season approaching stress levels in many 
families are felt. 
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HURRICANE HARVEY SUPPORT 

Macie: 
 
"Our worship theme for the week 
was "Reckless Love". The word 
reckless is defined as "without 
thinking or caring about the 
consequences of an action". 
Love is defined as "An intense 
feeling of deep affection". When 
you  put it together, you can 
think of "an affection so strong 
you don't think about the 
consequences of an action".  
 
Through our morning 
and noon devotionals, evening 
worship, and time to talk with our 
church group, we learned an 
example of this Reckless Love: 
God.  
 
God  himself is not reckless. His 
love remains unselfish. He 
doesn't consider himself, yet 
considers the love we devote to 
him. Our worship at the end of 
the week wrapped up with an 
anointment: a commission to 
recklessly love in our own lives." 



 

P A G E  2 4  

YOUTH MISSION TRIP 

If you want to grow by having an 
experience like this join us  next 

summer.  Save the date! 

Summer 2019 
Youth Mission Trip 

 

Aug. 4-8, 2019 

 

Harrisburg, PA 
With Salt & Light Ministries 
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YOUTH MISSION TRIP 

 
After many days working 
hard in the heat, an 
afternoon at on an alligator 
river tour and the arcade and 
mini golf park was a 
welcomed treat for all. 



 

 

WAYS TO SERVE 
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If  interested in joining one of our CHOIRS  
contact Tricia Murphy. 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER WANTED     

 
 
We are almost fully staffed for our 2018-2019  
Sunday School Program Year, but we are looking for 2 
more teachers and some folks who would be willing to 
be on our substitute list.  
 
Teaching Sunday School is such a wonderful 
experience as you teach the next generation all about 
God's love! A willing heart and a kind spirit are all you 
need! If you are interested, please contact Bailey 
Heckman at bheckman@tmpc.org.  

 
The Village Backpack Collection 

 
 

 
We appreciate everyone’s support of  this giving 

opportunity.  Thank you to all who made this a success 

again this year. 

mailto:bheckman@tmpc.org


 

 

 

WAYS TO GIVE 
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We support the American Red Cross twice a year 
with blood drives at TMPC.  Keep on the look out 
for information about this life saving cause. 

 

Blood Drive  

Thompson Memorial  

Presbyterian Church         

    

In the Fellowship Hall 

TMPC 

1680 Aquetong Road 

New Hope, PA 18938 

 
Monday, October 1, 2018 

2:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

 
For information or to schedule an appointment: 

 
contact & call 1-800-RED CROSS or 

visit Redcrossblood.org, click on Donating 
      Blood and enter: TMPC  

 The Need is Constant. The  
gratification is instant.  
Give Blood. 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  2018 

VBS 
 

Your hard work and care has made a      
difference in the lives of many.  Thank you 
to all our volunteers and staff.  Splash 
Canyon was a success.  The children 
learned so much and celebrated God’s 
love. 

Water, a precious natural resource around 
the world was a focus in some of the 
teachings and games designed for the 

children.  The children became aware of how people in other countries have to 
walk to get their daily supply of water by balancing a bucket on their heads.  
They realized how difficult this is.  They raised almost $400 for Villages In 
Partnership.  This money will aid in fresh water well development in Malawi. 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2018 

 



 

  
 
 

VBS—SPLASH CANYON 
P A G E  3 0  

 

 
God, 
Friends, 
Fun, 
Games, 
Learning  
And Giving to others. 
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VBS (continued) 
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VBS (continued) 
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FLOWERS FOR OUR  
WORSHIP SERVICES 

For All ORDERS please place through Elinor. 
If you are interested in placing flowers in the 
church in  “honor of “ or “in memory of” a 
loved one, please call the church office to get 
contact information for  Elinor Raike who 
places the order.   
 
The cost is $30 for the 2 vases.   You are 
welcome  to take  them home  after the 
service.  

KEEPING TMPC BEAUTIFUL 

TMPC’s GARDEN CLUB 
 
Thank you to the many families who have offered to 
volunteer and help keep TMPC look beautiful over 
the summer. 
 
If you have any questions contact Beth Auwarter. 



 

Letters to the Congregation 
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July 12, 2018 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
We give thanks to you for your support of 
Special Offerings, our collective witness to the 
love of Jesus Christ.  By participating in Special 
Offerings, your congregation joins other 
churches to change lives around the world– 
through ministries of compassion, advocacy, 
development, peacemaking, Christian 
formation, education and witness. 
 
We received $3,471.02 for One Great Hour of 
Sharing from TMPC. 
 
With gratitude to God for our shared mission, 
 
Bryce Wiebe 
Director , Special Offerings 
One Great Hour of Sharing 

Dear Pastor Bailey, 
 
We thank you so much for all your hard work on May 6th which was a great success.   Also, the over 
10,000 meals you packaged will go a long way in the fight against hunger. 
 
Sincerely, 
The Rise Against Hunger Team 

Dear TMPC, 
 
By your gift you are working 
with us to reach a population 
starved for love and desperate 
for the message of God’s 
forgiveness.   
 
Your financial commitment to 
the ministry is appreciated as 
the needs of inmates and their 
families increase.  We thank 
you for your prayers and 
support.  You are blessing to 
many. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jonathan Lewis 
Life Abundant, Inc. 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
 
Thank you for  your prayers, and letting us know that we are in your thoughts.  The ordination service was beautiful, 
we felt loved and supported by our friends and neighbors.   We pray for fruitfulness of the spirit in all that you do. 
 
Peace, 
Peter Ahn, Pastor at Olivet Covenant Presbyterian Church 



 

Dear Rev. Spencer, 
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Letters (Continued) 

 

 
July 6, 2018 

 

Thank you from  The Village. 

 

Thank you for your gift of $4,500 on June 25, 2018.  Because of your generosity, each 

year more than 1,500 children and families are able to heal from the effects of 

significant trauma and gain hope for a brighter future.  Thanks to you, children have 

access to evidence-based treatment and are able to thrive in more stable homes and 

communities.  

 

Thank you to your wonderful community at TMPC for your ongoing generosity and 

leadership! 

 

Most Sincerely, 

 

Michael Kellerman 

The Village 

July  2018 
 
Dear Thompson Friends, 
 
The Carpenter family endured a very, very difficult winter and spring this year.  John’s health was 
declining badly, and in March he went into Hospice.  In February I was diagnosed with Follicular 
Lymphoma.  And if that diagnosis wasn’t bad enough, my first chemo sent me into the hospital in 
March for a total of 12 days!  Our daughter and son, Betsy and Rob,  were amazing.  They came, 
they did, they comforted and they loved John and I endlessly. 

 

And Betsy and Rob weren’t the only ones who helped us through those dark days.  We received 
many, many beautiful cards with inspirational messages from our Thompson friends.  There were 
phone calls and pop-in visits to see how we were doing and to cheer us, which they did 
immeasurably.   

 

As I slowly regained my strength, John’s declined, and as you know, he went home to our Almighty 
God on May 26.  Once again, our beautiful Thompson friends comforted me and our family with 
another round of cards and beautiful handwritten messages.  Your cards and notes spoke to me 
and lifted my spirits.   

 

Many of you came to John’s Memorial Service.  That morning, as I came into the sanctuary, I saw 
you and felt your love.  How blessed our family was to have you there with us on that special day. 

 

Thank you, dear friends, for your kindness, your hugs and your love. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Carol Carpenter 
 



 

Our Mission 

We are a joyful family called by God 

Through Jesus Christ and empowered 

by the Holy Spirit to: 

Welcome all, share our faith, 

love each other, serve the world and 

glorify God. 

Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church 

1680 Aquetong Road, New Hope, PA  18938 

Office: (215) 862-2440 

Fax : (215) 862-9046 

www.tmpc.org 

Office open: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

Disciples - All Members of the Congregation  

Disciples:  All Members of the Congregation  

Interim Pastor/Teaching Elder (Sabbath: Friday) Jim Poinsett jpoinsett@tmpc.org 

Teaching Elder/Associate Pastor (Sabbath: Friday) Bailey Heckman bheckman@tmpc.org 

Youth & Family Ministry Director & Intern Stephen Scovell sscovell@tmpc.org 

Administrative Assistant Melissa Bottelier office@tmpc.org 

Director of Music  Patricia Murphy pmurphy@tmpc.org 

Organist/Accompanist Dorothy Fine organist@tmpc.org 

Contemporary Music Director Brooks Hanrahan bandleader@tmpc.org 

Church Accountant Linda Landis llandis@tmpc.org 

Sexton  George Salt No email 

Business Administrator (Volunteer) Sue Schaub sschaub@tmpc.org 

 

FALL SCHEDULE 

Begins Sunday, SEPTEMBER 9  (see page 15) 

 

REGULAR  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE  

Begins September 9 through June 14 
8:30 am — Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

9:45 am — Christian Education for All Ages 

11:00 am — Contemporary Worship in Fellowship Hall  

--------------- 

Coffee Hour follows the services in Fellowship Hall  

Nursery care available during all services 

 

Fifth Sunday — in months with 5 Sundays -- all year round, we gather 

for a single service at 9:30 am in Fellowship Hall 

http://www.tmpc.org
mailto:bheckman@tmpc.org
mailto:office@tmpc.org
mailto:pmurphy@tmpc.org
mailto:organist@tmpc.org
mailto:llandis@tmpc.org
mailto:sschaub@tmpc.org

