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 Alone 

 

Faith Alone, Scripture Alone, Grace Alone, 
Christ Alone, Glory to God’s Name Alone 

 
 

Late in the month of the October 2017, the 
world noted the revolutionary theological insights 
of an obscure German monk named Martin Lu-
ther. Born from intense, soul-crushing spiritual 
anguish, Luther described coming to understand 
the “alones” of the gospel, the good news of the 
Christian faith, as akin to the experience of enter-
ing a garden in the month of May. Luther grasped 
that God loves and thereby forgives broken and 
morally defeated people—let’s call them sin-
ners—by faith alone as prescribed by Scripture 
alone pointing to grace alone though Christ alone 
to give glory to God’s name alone. Free at last, he 
might have sung, free at last, thank God Almighty, 
I’m free at last.  

So what? Someone wonders if this insight is 
a byproduct of a dark past when everyone wor-
ried way too much about doing bad things. David 
Zahl, writing for Christianity Today refers to the 
findings of a task force at the University of Penn-
sylvania:  

“A few years ago, in response to a spate of 
suicides on its campus, the University of Pennsyl-
vania put together a task force to explore the 
mental health of its students. What they found 
was tragic, but sadly unsurprising. ‘The pressures 
engendered by the perception that one has to be 
perfect in every academic, co-curricular, and so-
cial endeavor can lead to stress and in some cases 
distress,’ the task force’s report said. ‘[I]n turn, 
[distress] can manifest as demoralization, aliena-
tion, or conditions like anxiety or depression. For 
some students, mental illness can lead to suicide.’ 

The mercilessness described here hints at a 
tragic escalation of a phenomenon experienced 
not just by college students, but by everyone    
today—the pressure to perform, to make some-
thing of oneself, to become acceptable, to make a 

difference in the world, to justify one’s existence. 
It’s a phenomenon that cannot help but reinvigor-
ate narcissism. It throws us back on ourselves, 
and when we falter in some irreversible way, we 
inevitably view self-harm as an option.” 

In my ministry, I find most people working 
really hard to get their lives together, including 
their spiritual lives. I watch good people strug-
gling hard to stay true to their principles. I know 
that we all fail and we do more often than we 
even would admit to ourselves.  

Comfort is what I have found in the discov-
ered treasures of faith found by Martin Luther. I 
rest, without worry or dread, that I am enough 
because Jesus did enough. My many sins are for-
given and I find that I can keep going back to the 
fountain of grace, mercy and forgiveness—as 
deep and wide as the Pacific Ocean. The name of 
that fountain is Jesus Christ.  

One theological reflection based on Luther’s 
insight is the Heidelberg Catechism. Written in a 
question and answer format, at one point the 
question is raised: What do you believe concern-
ing “the forgiveness of sins”? 

Answer: I believe that God, because of 
Christ’s satisfaction, will no longer remember any 
of my sins or my sinful nature which I need to 
struggle against all my life. Rather, by grace, God 
grants me the righteousness of Christ to free me 
forever from judgment.  

That’s the good news, alone.  
 
 
Stuart Spencer, Pastor  
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          RESOURCES  

       FOR YOUR ADVENT DEVOTION TIME 

Moving Toward the Manger 

Reflections on the Writings of Frederick Buechner 

 

Move toward the manger of Christ this Advent with Freder-

ick Buechner, one of the best-known Christian theologians 

of our time. Each day of Advent, thought-provoking quotes 

from Buechner’s beloved works are paired with insightful 

reflections by preeminent religious commentator and bibli-

cal scholar Martin E. Marty, accompanied by Bible readings 

and prayers. Let this depth of wisdom prepare your hearts to 

cradle Christ.  

DEVOTIONS IN YOUR INBOX! 

Each year Pittsburgh Theological Seminary offers Advent devo-

tions that will be delivered each day to your inbox. You can either 

read or listen to their daily message, which is written by students in 

the Doctor of Ministry program. To subscribe to this devotional or 

to learn more about it visit www.pts.edu/devotional_1  

ADVENT CALENDARS FOR OUR YOUNGEST MEMBERS 

There is something so exciting about being a child 

during Advent. The anticipation and wonder they 

feel as Christmas approaches is palpable.  We want 

to encourage our children and youth to get excited 

about the true wonder of Christmas – the birth of our 

Savior. With this Advent Calendar, God’s Promise 

Came True, each day of December children and fam-

ily can read the Bible verse for that day, hidden be-

hind each sticker, and complete the corresponding 

activity on the back cover.  As children countdown 

the days until Christmas, they hear the Christmas 

story and reinforce their faith through the daily  

activities.  
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Thank you to: 
 

REV. CHRIS MILLER  
OUR GUEST PREACHER FOR JOINING OUR 
CONSECRATION SUNDAY CELEBRATION  

 
Here is more information about this gifted pastor from his website, The Preaching 
Panda, “My name is Rev. Chris Miller and I serve as the pastor of Trinity Presbyterian 
Church (PCUSA) in Springfield, MO where I live with my amazing wife Mary Erin and 
our young son. Prior to moving to Springfield, I served as the associate pastor of 
Groomsport Presbyterian Church in Groomsport, Northern Ireland.  I am a graduate of 
Princeton Theological Seminary, where I served as a pastoral intern at Thompson 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, in New Hope, PA and as an intern chaplain at St. 
Mary Medical Center.  Before seminary I worked as a high school debate coach, sum-
mer camp counselor, semi-pro photographer, and all-around tech guy for several or-
ganizations.  Mary Erin trained as a special education teacher and worked for schools 
in Missouri, New Jersey, and Northern Ireland before the birth of our son.  She now is 
focused on raising our son, while he is focused on being adorable.”  

 
For more information, visit Chris’ website: https://preachingpanda.com/ 

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS FOR THE VILLAGE     Christmas is a 
special time at The Village with many opportunities for us to offer a 
“Merry Christmas” to the residents and those served by The Vil-
lage.  As you are getting gifts for your family won’t you  consider a gift 
for one of those served by The Village? On December 10th, during 
coffee hour, stop by our table to choose an item from the list. Your gift 
will be acknowledged with a beautiful thank you card and the satisfac-
tion of knowing you made a difference.  Should you have any ques-
tions,  please  contact  Janice Slack,  215-968-2446   or  Joyce   
 McBride, 215-862-2841. 

https://preachingpanda.com/
tel:(215)%20968-2446
tel:(215)%20862-2841


 

 

Annual Meeting 
Sunday, February 25th  

at 12:30 p.m.  
 

 
We meet for our Annual Meeting of the Consecration and Corpo-
ration on the last Sunday in February. Please plan to take part in 
this important day when we attend to our family business. Copies 
of the 2017 Annual Report will be available the Sunday before. 
We meet in Fellowship Hall where we will enjoy lunch.  

 

TASK 
Trenton Area Soup Kitchen 

December 22nd  
10 am 

 
In December we spread some 
Christmas cheer to those  we 
serve throughout the year by 
distributing items of clothing 
and personal hygiene supplies 
on Friday, December 22nd 
starting at  10am  at the Soup 
Kitchen in Trenton.   
 

Join us by providing a willing 
hand and smiling face.  Contact 
John Davis for more details. 
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OUTSIDE GROUPS 

 
 

 

Farmer’s Club   
Meets the first Saturday of the month at  
5:00 pm annually September to May.  (Does not 
meet  June, July and August for a summer 
break) 

Foglifters AA 

Foglifters AA group meets daily, 7:00-8:00 am 
Monday-Friday in Fellowship Hall; Saturday/
Sunday in the Conference Room 
 

Grey Sheeters Anonymous 
Meets weekly 5:30 pm Wednesdays 
 

Men’s AA Meeting   
7:00 pm Thursday in the Conference Room, 
meets weekly on Thursdays 
 

PRO-ACT Family Education   

If someone you know or love is struggling with a 
drug or alcohol addiction, support is here for 
you.  PRO-ACT provides a safe and supportive 
environment for families and individuals impact-
ed by addiction to gain understanding and find 
healing within a community of grace. Call  

(800) 221–6333 or visit  
www.addictionawarenessinitiative.com 
 

New Hope Solebury Cares 

See their website for more information http://

www.nhscares.org  For teen drug awareness clas-

ses, seminars and support. 
 

 

 

 

JOIN TMPC’S  SMALL GROUPS   &   
OUTSIDE GROUPS 

ADULT EDUCATION  

AND SMALL GROUPS 
 

AID for Friends 
Meets monthly, volunteers donate & prepare 
meals, sign up sheets on the bulletin board in 
Fellowship Hall to see what ingredients are  
needed. Leaders: Susan Achenbach, Beth 
Thompson and Barbara Pope. 
 

Community Meal 
Occurs 2nd Sundays monthly 12:30-1:30pm, 
on-line sign-ups available for donations and 
service at http://tmpc.org/community-meal.  
Contact Melissa Michael for questions. 
 

Just for Men   
Meets the first Wednesday of the month at 
7:30—9:00 pm  in  the  Chapel  with Pastor 
Stuart leading prayers and discussions as well 
as sharing joys and concerns. 
 

Men’s Bible Study Group 
9:00-10:30 am.  1rst & 3rd Tuesdays of each 
month in the Conference Room 
 

Women’s Bible Study Group 
9:30 am, Mondays in the Conference Room 
 

Theology on Tap 
Meets the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 
monthly at a local restaurant for a lively Bible 
discussion, warm fellowship, and a great meal!  
Led by our intern Heidi Biermann. 
 

United Presbyterian Women 

(UPW)  Meets at 1:00 p.m. on the second 

Wednesday of each month in the Conference 
Room.   Join us for Bible study and lively con-
versation.  Contact Anne Peshek to join. 

http://www.addictionawarenessinitiative.com
http://www.nhscares.org/
http://www.nhscares.org/
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 TIME & TALENT 

 

  
TIME & TALENT OFFERING 

  
CONTACT PERSON 

  
NAME 

3 SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS 
For Sunday School 

Bailey Heckman 
bheckman@tmpc.org 

Your Name Here 

WRITE A TIDINGS ARTICLE 
1 a quarter 

Melissa Bottelier 
office@tmpc.org 

Your Name Here 

DECORATE FOR CHRISTMAS 
1-2 People needed for Sanctuary 

Liz Jordon 
lizjordannh@comcast.net 

Your Name Here 

  
TMPC MEALS FOR MEMBERS 

  

Katherine Marriott 
kbmarriott@comcast.net 

Your Name Here 

FELLOWSHIP EVENT PLANNERS 
3 Members needed 

Jo Ann Alberts 
jalberts110@gmail.com 

Your Name Here 

SEWING 
 new bell table covers 

Tricia Murphy 
music@tmpc.org 

Your Name Here 

MAKE MEALS 
for Community Meal 

Melissa Michael 
melissaellenmichael@gmail.com 

Your Name Here 

HELP SERVE, SETUP, OR CLEAN UP 
during Community Meals 

Melissa Michael 
melissaellenmichael@gmail.com 

Your Name Here 

VISIT SENIORS AND SHUT-INS Katherine Marriott 
kbmarriott@comcast.net 

Your Name Here 

NURSERY VOLUNTEER Judy Cronise 
jcronise@comcast.net 

Your Name Here 

  
SUNDAY COLLECTION COUNTERS 

Steve Miller 
ssmiller71@hotmail.com 

or Carol Evinski 
mcevin@verizon.net 

Your Name Here 

  
DRIVERS NEEDED 

(see flyer on page 20) 
 

Judy Cronise 
jcronise@comcast.net 

  

Your Name Here 

We all contribute in different ways whether by giving money, time or talent.  See below some 
of the additional ways to contribute at Thompson Church.  There are many ways to put your 
special skills to good use. 

Potential Tidings Article Topics or Contributions: 
 
Sharing a personal experience of God revealing his power in your life, sharing a life experience that could lift 
up someone who could be going through a troubling time whether it involves career change, health or rela-
tionship challenge.  Or another fun thing may be to send in your words of inspiration, send to office@tmpc.org  
a quote that resonates with you and that you have applied in your daily life and we will include in our next 
Tidings issue. 

mailto:bheckman@tmpc.org
mailto:office@tmpc.org
mailto:lizjordannh@comcast.net
mailto:kbmarriott@comcast.net
mailto:jalberts110@gmail.com
mailto:music@tmpc.org
mailto:melissaellenmichael@gmail.com
mailto:melissaellenmichael@gmail.com
mailto:kbmarriott@comcast.net
mailto:jcronise@comcast.net
mailto:ssmiller71@hotmail.com
mailto:mcevin@verizon.net
mailto:jcronise@comcast.net


 

In Celebration of Thompson Memorial 
Presbyterian Church’s History 

Marking the 206th year.  
  

(Note: Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church was formerly Solebury Presbyterian Church) 

The beginnings of Solebury Presbyterian Church go back to 1811 when land was acquired for $40 

from Robert T. Neely.  Mr. Neely was born on July 16, 1769 and raised in the Thompson-Neely 

“House of Decision” in what is now Washington Crossing State Park on River Road just below the 

church. There was no Presbyterian Church nearby. The nearest churches were in Newtown and 

Doylestown in Pennsylvania, and Mt. Airy and Pennington in New Jersey. 

 

 

The original subscription paper, dated August 19, 1810, contained the names of thirty-four sub-

scribers pledged to a total of $1066:  Wm. Neely, Richard Corson, John Keith, Robert T. Neely, 

John Ely, John Vandycke, Cornelius Van Horn, Solomon McNair, John Poor, James Simpson, 

Garret Johnson, Anthony Torbert, Samuel Torbert, Barnard Van Horn, James Slack, James 

Torbert, David McNair, William McMaster, John Harman, Cornelius Slack, Abraham Slack, Oli-

ver Erwin, James Vance, James McMasters, Abner Torbert, James Kennedy, Henry B. Slack, 

Archibald Graham, Christian Van Horn, Thomas Gain, Joseph Johnson, James Johnson, Phineas 

Jenks, and Thomas Jenks.  Four Elders were chosen at the beginning: William Neely, Benjamin 

Pidcock, David Wynkoop, and Thomas M. Thompson. 

In 1822, when the First Presbyterian Church of Lambertville, NJ was organized, Solebury Church 

sent some of her members to strengthen the new congregation. Ministers serving Solebury also 

rendered pastoral assistance to growing Presbyterian concentrations in Forest Grove and New 

Hope, as well as Lambertville.   
 

The church cemetery dates back to the founding of the church and the original 2 acres of land. 

Tombstone inscriptions have been found dating to 1814. 
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During the Civil War, the Solebury Presbyterian Church was nearly forced to close her doors.  

Only an impassioned plea on the floor of Philadelphia Presbytery saved the little congregation 

from extinction. In 1875 the generous offer of Mr. William Neely Thompson to remodel the 

church in memory of one of the first elders of the church, Thomas M. Thompson, gave the church 

a new lease on life. The cemetery was enlarged, and the church was renamed the Thompson Me-

morial Presbyterian Church. 

From 1876 through 1896, the Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church conducted regular Sab-

bath School and Worship on the present site. In addition to this, however, weekly Sabbath Schools 

were conducted by this congregation in the Brownsburg, Buckmanville and Woodhill school 

houses nearby. One evening each month, a preaching service was conducted at the schoolhouses 

in turn. These three schoolhouses are still standing. In 1910 the Woodhill Chapel was constructed 

at the intersection of Woodhill and Eagle Roads. In it Sabbath School and Worship were conduct-

ed regularly for a number of years. Today this building is a private residence.  From 1876 until 

1966, a unique relationship existed between the New Hope Presbyterian Church and Thompson, 

often sharing ministers. 
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In 1928 a temporary building was erected next to the church for educational facilities. By 1957 a campaign had 

been completed to raise funds, construct and dedicate a new Educational Building. A fire in 1966 destroyed 

this building, but a new one was immediately completed in late 1967. Further renovation and expansion of the 

Christian Education Building was done in 1994. 

 

The church music programs have expanded greatly over the years. The purchase in 1970 of a rebuilt pipe or-

gan dating from 1895, greatly enhanced worship in the sanctuary. Malmark Handbells were first purchased in 

1976, and that program now includes children and adults, as well as a training choir on Handchimes. 

 

Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church has continually reached out to help the community. The Women’s 

Missionary Society began in 1877. In more current times, we aided victims of the flood along the Susquehanna 

River at Forty Fort, PA in 1972. During 1980 and 1981, Thompson Church undertook the sponsorship of a ref-

ugee Vietnamese woman, Be Le and her brother, Tam Le. In 1985 the youth fellowships became involved in 

helping the “street people” of Philadelphia through a program called “Trevor’s Place.” In the same year, the 

Bucks County Housing group began receiving help from a dedicated group of Thompson Church members in 

the form of clothing, food and financial assistance, which has continued to the current day. Since the 1980s the 

youth and adults of the congregation have also been active in projects such as annual mission trips, working 

with local food pantries, and supporting many local ministries and missions.  
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Consecration Sunday 
 

By making our plans for the year ahead and knowing that 
our contributions will make a difference in the lives of 
many inside this special church as well as outside our 

church,  we pledge to make a difference. 

“Keep On Giving”  
 
 During the 8:30 service this past Sunday, Consecration Sunday, I 

noticed a man sitting by himself in a pew towards the back of the sanctu-

ary. I didn’t recognize him, so I assumed he was visiting us for the first 

time. I made a mental note to seek him out after the service to greet him.  

 

 I always hope and often pray that God brings us visitors every 

Sunday. Though this Sunday, was not our usual worship experience. As a 

Church Family, we were dedicating our financial pledges for the coming 

year. It could have been a little awkward for the first-time guest.  

 

While running back and forth from my study to the Choir Room 

for the Adult Forum, I ran into this man in front of the tiles across from the 

chapel. He asked if I recognized him. I didn’t. Apparently, I married him 

and his wife twenty years ago. As he recounted the details of his marriage 

and wife, their story came back to me. This couple appeared one day at the 

church wondering if they could get married here. The woman was Roman 

Catholic and because she was divorced she was not welcome to be married 

in her church. I told them then that I would be happy to help them.  

 

I tied the knot and the knot has held beautifully for two decades. 

They have two teenagers and they are still happy and in love with each 

other. Like a scoop of vanilla ice cream on a hunk of apple pie, the man 

shared more good news: he and his wife are deeply involved in a strong 

church in our area. The couple and their children worship God each Sun-

day. This man is deeply and meaningfully involved and their lives are dif-

ferent and blessed.  

 

I thanked my long-lost friend for the report for it came on the per-

fect day. His story is a major reason why Leslie and I are committed to 

giving to the work and mission of Thompson Memorial Presbyterian 

Church. In ways that no one fully knows or appreciates, God is working 

among us and through us. Thank you for your generosity and all I can say 

is:  Keep on giving!  

Family & Fellowship 

Delicious Food 

Giving & Giving Thanks 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER  

AND REFLECTION 

Prayer in the Chapel 
Our next dates are November 19  

&  
December 3 

Periodic Sundays,  
9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.  

The Chapel  
 

 
 
The chapel is open for prayer. You can find resources to help you pray. 
Michelle Summerson from our Prayer Team Initiative can answer questions 
or teach you how to pray. You are also welcome to spend a few minutes 
praying on your own. 

Men’s Ministries 
JUST FOR MEN! 
7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  

With Pastor Stuart Spencer 
In the Chapel  

 
Pastor Spencer leads a monthly meeting for men on 

the first Wednesday of each month. This includes:  

opportunities to share our joys and concerns, time 

for prayer, and a discussion based on a devotional 

reading from Deep Down Faith. Join us at  7:30 p.m. 

to 9:00 p.m. in the Chapel. 

 



 

 HIGHLIGHTED  SERVICES 

 

  

 NOV 26 8:30, 11am  Thanksgiving Weekend Service 

 

 DEC 3  8:30, 11am Communion Worship Service 

     Advent Begins 

 

 DEC 14 6:00 pm Soup & Bread Supper    

   7:00 pm   Longest Night Worship Service 

  

 DEC 17 8:30, 11am  Worship Services (Both in the Sanctuary) 

   9:30 am       Children’s Christmas Musical  (Fellowship Hall) 

     “Do You Hear What I Hear” 

 

 DEC 24 9:30 am Christmas Eve Morning Service (Sanctuary) 

   4:30 pm Family Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 

   7:30 pm Lessons and Carols  (Fellowship Hall) 

   10:30 pm Candlelight Communion Service (Sanctuary) 

 

 DEC 25 11:00 am CHRISTMAS DAY BRUNCH only 

     – No Worship Service - 

   

 DEC 31 9:30 am New Year’s Worship Service 

     Fifth Sunday Service (Fellowship Hall) 

 

 FEB  14 7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Worship Service  

     Thompson Church (Hosting at TMPC) 

 

 MAR 25 8:30 am Palm Sunday Worship Services 

          11:00 am Holy Week Begins 
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See TMPC’s website at www.tmpc.org for up-to-date information and e-news. 



 

 

WAYS TO SERVE 

Miles for Mission 
Fundraiser for Youth Mission  

 
This summer our Middle School and High School students are teaming 
up to join our Youth Mission Team as we partner with Next Step Minis-

tries to help folks in Houston, TX whose homes have been damaged by Hurricane Harvey.  This devastating 
hurricane upended so many people’s lives as its rains and winds moved through the city.  By working with 
Next Step to repair homes, we hope that the people who are living in darkness and despair will see the light 
of Christ through our work.  
 
To get to Houston, we will be traveling by plane, and we need your help. We are looking for folks to sponsor 
miles of our travel through our fundraising campaign Miles for Mission. We have done the math and each 
mile of our journey costs our team $5. Please consider helping us out by sponsoring as many miles as you 
are able.   We have only 6 spots remaining!  Should we count you in on this mission experience? If you are 

interested in attending our summer mission trip, please see Stephen Scovell or Bailey Heckman for more in-
formation.  
 
There are two ways to give.  First, you can give online by going to tmpc.org/mission-trips and click on the 
Miles for Mission Logo to give.   Second, you can write a check to TMPC with Miles for Mission in the memo 
line and place it in Bailey Heckman’s box. On behalf of the entire mission team we want to thank you for 
your past support and prayers and for your continued support as we travel to Houston. Thank you! 
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Advent Workshop 
November 26 

 9:45-10:45am 
 

Intergenerational Brunch and Advent 
Centerpiece Making 

 
 

 
 

All ages are invited to join us for the Advent Workshop and brunch.  The Advent 
Season is the four weeks leading up to Christmas morning. During this time we re-
flect of God’s goodness and anxiously await the birth of or Savior.  The Advent cen-
terpieces are yours to take home. At this brunch we will also have devotionals and 
advent calendars available for you to take home which will help guide you with 
scriptures and stories for each day of Advent. Be sure to sign up at the Table of 
Well Wishing and join us for this wonderful event!  



 

 

MORE WAYS TO SERVE 

Coalition to Shelter and Support the Homeless 
2017-2018 Season 

New Volunteer Training Sessions 
 

Coalition to Shelter and Support the Homeless (CSSH) is an alliance of faith-based and community 
service organizations assisting unsheltered adults in Central Bucks County, Pennsylvania.  Our first pri-
ority is to provide shelter on Code Blue nights.  At the same time, we try to link the homeless and the fi-
nancially distressed to needed resources such as limited emergency funds, food, clothing, healthcare 
and education.  All work is done in a spirit of respect for the individual, and without regard to gender, 
race, nationality, sexual orientation, and religious or political beliefs. 

 
Join us this year to help and support our neighbors in need. 

 

New Volunteer Training Sessions 
 

If you are interested in volunteering at one of the shelter sites this winter and have not already at-
tended a volunteer training, please join us for one of the training sessions listed below. Trainings 
last approximately two hours. You can sign up on line at www.centralbuckscodeblue.org   

 
For further information, call 866-390-0291 ext. 0 

 
Once you are on the website, click on Volunteer, which you will see on the left-hand side of the home page. 

 
Sunday, November 19, 2017   10:30 AM / Downstairs Audito-

rium 
Neshaminy Warwick Presbyterian Church 
1401 Meetinghouse Rd. Warminster, PA 18974  
Driver/Attendant Training will follow at approximately 12:30 PM 
 
Sunday, January 21, 2018   12:30 PM / Multipurpose 

Room 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
301 N. Main Street Doylestown, PA 18901  
Driver/Attendant Training will follow at approximately 2:30 PM 

 

SITE ORIENTATION MEETINGS 

These meetings will take place at each site the week they begin hosting the shelter, and are open to all newly trained volunteers and 

returning volunteers. The one-hour meeting will consist of orientation to the site including: supplies storage, further job descrip-

tions, kitchen and procedural updates. No need to sign-up, just come and join us for further information.  The dates for these meet-

ings will be posted on the website once they have been scheduled. Please check the website (www.centralbuckscodeblue.org) under 

Volunteer for the information.     
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We support the American Red Cross twice a year with blood drives at 
TMPC.  Keep on the look out for information about this life saving 
cause. 

DRIVERS 
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Wanted:   Tidings Contributors 
 

 
Everyone enjoys learning more about our friends in the congregation. Anyone 
interested in interviewing folks and writing a one to two-page piece for this quarterly 
publication is encouraged to speak to Pastor Bailey or Sue Schaub. 

  

 MEN’S RETREAT  
  Private Home at Fairview Lake 
 January 26-28, 2018 

 
The men of our church head north for a 
wintery get-away in January. Tim Sager 
and a few other friends graciously open 
their mountain homes on Fairview Lake. 
Rev. Dr. Doug Hoglund, Senior Pastor of 

the Woodside Presbyterian Church in Yardley is our guest speaker. Doug brings 
a series of studies, “Don’t Be a Caveman”. We’ll explore how to break free of our 
isolation and busyness to connect more deeply with God and each other. We’re 
hoping for some cold and snow for ice skating, skiing and riding a snow mobile. 
Registration forms are available on the Table of Well Wishing. Men can also reg-
ister through our website: http://tmpc.org/retreats/. Please register by January 7, 
2018. 

 

 

Announcements 

Opportunities to Serve 

THE WELCOME CHURCH  

In Philadelphia on Sunday, November 26th 
We’re looking for a few volunteers to participate on a small team that will prepare and host 
coffee hour, provide fellowship, and distribute seasonal essentials to the ~100 homeless people 
at this amazing outdoor church in Aviator Park, at 20th Street & Ben Franklin Parkway, across the 
street from the Franklin Institute.  Transportation will be provided.  We’ll leave the TMPC parking 
lot at 1:30PM and will be   back by 5:15PM.  To sign up   look on the    Table of Well Wishing or  
contact Rick Schaub at rickschaub@comcast.net or 508 648-0814.   To learn more about The  
Welcome Church, visit their website: http://www.thewelcomechurch.org/About-Us.html. 

mailto:bheckman@tmpc.org?subject=Tidings%20article
mailto:sschaub@tmpc.org
http://tmpc.org/retreats/
mailto:rickschaub@comcast.net
http://www.thewelcomechurch.org/About-Us.html
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A Special Night of Worship 

 
 
For many people, the holiday 
season is a painful ordeal to endure 
somehow. Loved ones who passed away are 
remembered. Strained marriages feel more 
strained. Tension drives some families into cold 
silence or red-hot shouting matches.     We offer 
an evening with supper and worship for those 
who need a break and a refuge.  
 
Our Soup & Bread Supper begins at 6:00 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall followed by a simple service of 
Evening Prayer held in the Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m.  

Longest Night SOUP & BREAD  
SUPPER AND WORSHIP  

Thursday,  December 14 th
  starting at  6:00 p.m.  

December 14 
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Thompson Church may cancel services 

when winter weather arrives so...  

 

For this occasion members can check by calling 

the office to listen for an up-to-date recorded 

message, check website www.tmpc.org, or 

check our Facebook page.  

Adult Education 

 

FALL ADULT FORUM 
Sundays, November 19, December 3 & 10 

9:45am in the Conference Room  
Bailey Heckman and Seminary Interns Heidi Biermann and Amanda Hanrahan will 
lead a 3-week discussion on some of the parables that Jesus told to his followers and 
disciples. Jesus said, “This is why I speak to them in parables: Though seeing, they 
do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand,” (Matt. 13:13). The para-
bles help to communicate complicated theological truths. Sometimes a parable can be 
straightforward or incredibly complex with layers of meaning. Each week we will ex-
plore a parable together. Each session can stand alone so if you miss one week that 
is alright. 

 
 
 

  PARABLE LESSON FOR DISCUSSION 

November 19 “The Best Things in Life Aren’t Things” 
         The Parable of the Rich Fool 

December 3 “Good Things Come to Those Who Wait” 
         The Parable of the Fig Tree 

December 10 “Always Be Prepared” 
         The Parable of the Bridesmaids 

New Members Classes  
December 2 -3 

 

 Saturday, Dec. 2      9:00 - 2:30 approximately (light morning snack and lunch included) 
 Sunday, Dec. 3      12:30 - 1:45 (lunch is served) 
 

Childcare Available.  Call the office or email Melissa office@tmpc.org to RSVP. 
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OUR COLLEGE  
STUDENTS    

 
Thanks to Leslie Stiffler for the 
thoughtful notes and prayers that 
will continue to go to our stu-
dents and military.   
 
Keep them in your prayers too. 

 
Coffee Hours  

Sign up  
and Participate 

 
Please look for the sign-up sheet at the Table of 
Well Wishing, or our sign up genius list or by vis-
iting TMPC’s website, Life Together/Fellowship/
Coffee Hours. We welcome the participation of 
all our members.  A special thank you to our 
dedicated committees and our enthusiastic vol-
unteers who keep the energy flowing. 

Special Announcements 

RUMMAGE SALE RAISED $$$$ 
A special “thank you” to everyone who donated, helped sort, and 
worked during the Rummage Sale.  We earned $5,300!  A special 
thanks to Marlene Clark, Marcia Newman, Lynn Keating and Beth 
Cauley and countless more.  Our next Rummage Sale will be in the 
Spring.  It’s never too early to keep an eye out for a new group of 
“treasures” to donate!   

USHERS, GREETERS  
&  AMBASSADORS 

Sign up on line or join the Signup Genius list or find links at 
www.tmpc.org 

THEOLOGY ON 
TAP 

Join us Wednesday,  
November 29 at 7:00 pm.  

This Bible study group will meet 
(the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Wednesdays of the 

month) at Vince’s Pizza Restaurant 
(25 South Main Street, Yardley, PA). 
We’ll have dinner together at 7:00 
pm, followed by a Bible study/
discussion of Jesus’ parables led by 
our seminary intern Heidi Biermann.  

https://maps.google.com/?q=25+South+Main+Street,+Yardley,+PA&entry=gmail&source=g
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THE POD SHOP FLORIST 
www.thepodshopflorist.com 

 
Caught in action!  A BIG THANK YOU to Kim 
and her assistant designer, Pat, along with     
Kim’s     husband, Russ,  who have 
provided Thompson Church with smooth, 
timely    service  as    well    as  “beautiful”   
arrangements for our Church’s alter, burials 
and special events for over 40 years.  They 
can create a beautiful arrangement for your 
special occasions.  

Call 800-686-7467 

FLOWERS FOR OUR WORSHIP SERVICES 

For All ORDERS please place through Elinor 
If you are interested in placing flowers in the church in  
“honor of “ or “in memory of” a loved one, please call 
the church office to get contact information for  Elinor 
Raike  who handles this service.  The cost is $30 for 
the 2 vases.   You are welcome  to take  them home  
after the service.  

POINSETTIA ORDERS 
 

One of the ways we celebrate the Christmas season 
is through special decorations in our Sanctuary.  
You are  invited to share in this    joyful time by    
purchasing poinsettias “In Loving Memory of _____ “ 
or “In Honor of ______ your loved ones.”  The cost 
is $8.00 a plant. 
 
After the very last Christmas service you can take 
home those you’ve ordered. 
 
One way to order:  www.tmpc.org/Giving or by the 
forms that will go out very soon in the bulletin. 
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Join us on December 17th  
at 9:30 am  
Our children’s choir presents the musical 
“Dude, You Hear What I Hear?”  This is an 

event your whole family will enjoy!! 
 

Christmas time is filled with sound!  Sometimes, so 
much sound and noise that we can hardly hear the real 
message of Christmas.  The scene is set. 
 
In the hustle and bustle at a crowded “Mondo-Mart” 
filled with shoppers, shy Taylor and the rest of her 
youth group have stopped for some last minute snacks 
on their way to a fun Christmas camp.   
 
Taylor, not much for talking, but a great hide & seek 
player - has found the perfect hiding place.  So perfect, 

in fact, 
that she doesn’t notice when the rest of the 
group boards the bus and the store is closed 
for the night!  Hard to tell who is more sur-
prised-Taylor, when she emerges from her hid-
ing place, or the fun-loving store mannequins 
who break their silence assuming that once 
again, the store is theirs for the night. 
 
Taylor quickly discovers that everything store 
mannequins know about Christmas is what 
they’ve heard over the PA system during the 
Christmas season, and boy, are they misin-
formed! 
 
Dude, You Hear What I Hear? is a rollicking ad-
venture for kids that ensures that nobody will 
miss out on hearing the REAL Christmas story! 

Upcoming Children’s Christmas Musical 

December 17th at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 



 

  
 
 

Senior Luncheon & Music 

 

  
 

 

 

Senior Fall Luncheon 2017 

Thanks to Amy Brewer for the beautiful decorations 
and help from Brad Michael and Marlene Clark and 

many others to make this an enjoyable event . 

  Singing Broadway Favorites 

Music was presented by  
 

“Nancy Lee Moore  & 

PJ Heckman!” 
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Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church 
Cordially Invites You to two special meals this December 

 in our Fellowship Hall:   

Christmas 

Community Meals 
Second Sunday Community Meal 

December 10 
12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Meatloaf, potatoes, vegetables, desserts, and more 

 
and 

 

Christmas Day Brunch 
December 25 

11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m 
(Visit www.tmpc.org website for Transportation options  

or Call TMPC 215-862-2440) 
 

Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church 
1680 Aquetong Road 

New Hope, PA 18938-1127 
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http://www.tmpc.org
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Youth Group  

 

 
 

We meet Sunday nights from 6-8 pm.  
All Junior and Senior High students are  
welcome! Meet us in the Youth Room. 

 Zeteo Retreat  
 February 2 - 4  

 
 
This winter we will be offering a retreat for all Junior High and High School 
students. It is an incredible weekend full of compelling drama, worship, 
teaching, and lots of food.  

Confirmation  
Information 

Luncheon  
 

December 10 
    12:15 pm /Conference Room 
Parents & Teens are Welcome, 

call the office to RSVP. 



 

Your Invited to Church Ladies ~ Sept. 5 
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December 15  
Friday at 6:30 pm 

At TMPC 
 

Junior and High School 
students are invited to 

Join us for the 

 

“Youth Group  
Christmas Party” 

Christmas Carolers  
December 15 

Join us at New Hope Manor 
5:30 pm 

Come and Sing your Hearts Out!  All ag-
es are encourage to participate. 

 
Put on that favorite Santa hat and come join 
us for a night of caroling and holiday cheer.  

Activities 
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2017 FALL FESTIVAL 
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TCHLTB FALL 2017 EDITION 
The Church Has Left The Building 

The Church Has Left the 
Building launches  

God's people to bless the 
world 

 
Thanks to all who 

served! 
 

  
Thanks to the 170 volunteers who con-
tributed 550 hours of their time and 
talent on 14 service project teams last 
weekend!  A special thank you to our 
project leaders for a great job and 
their extra efforts.  It was a blessing to 
serve.  

 

Many hands make  

for light work! 



 

P A G 

 

Operation Christmas Child 

We met our goal of 100 boxes!  

It’s like a hug in a box to be  

delivered to many happy children, 

thanks to TMPC’s group effort!  Local food pantries benefit  
from our Collection  

at McCaffery’s Newtown Store. 
 

Chris Bromberg and Bailey Heckman 

One shopper  asked what was needed.  I 
told her any items on the list that she might 
buy would be the same items helpful to the 

pantries.  30 minutes later she returned 
with two large shopping bags, one for her 
and one for us, and both full.  The same 

items in her bag were duplicated in our bag.  
Very cool and very generous!   

"Wow, we are lost 
again!" 
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TMPC Members Share their Hearts 

Aid for Friends 

This year our team for AFF Breakfast Bags 
was helped immensely by a special AFF 

Elf.  This generous member of our congre-
gation donated 40!! of the 54 cases of food 
we needed for our breakfast bags.  Wow !

What a blessing!     

    Susan Achenbach 

    400 Breakfast Bags were pre-
pared for Aid For Friends!  

Thanks to   Susan,  Beth  and  
Barbara and many more helpers 

who made this happen!!!! 
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    O
ur g

oal o
f  

150 hygiene kits
 were m

et 

to aid th
ose affe

cted by   

natural d
isasters! 

This project feels even more 

meaningful and necessary in light 

of the recent hurricanes and 

wildfires. We are all wanting to 

pack even more kits to help 
those in need. 
Patti Davis 
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Is everyone 

enjoying themselves? 

TCHLTB   
A Great Group Effort was Made! 

    S
till

 knows how to
 stop 

tra
ffic

 and keep everyone 

safe! 

Our Wow moment was 

safely working along the 

side of the road (nearly all 

drivers slowed and moved 

over) and we were even  

thanked by a few. 

Tim Sandford 
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Operation  

Paperback 

38 boxes were 
shipped off to our  

active military and veterans which 
included 700 books, puzzles, & 
magazines.  

Thanks to all who donated! Wow!        
Sue Schaub  

Feeding the homeless 
 

 in Trenton 

Our "WOW" moment was realizing that no amount of 
theological study can even come close to how our 
lives are impacted when we love our neighbors as 
ourselves, and help those who are in need. We were 
so thankful to have the opportunity to do that on Sun-
day in Trenton and to see and experience God in this 
way!        Allison Abey and Tre Foster 

The weather limited the scope of 
our work, but the team adapted 

to the circumstances and were all 
good sports!  If you can imagine 5 
men wiping the place down with 
Lysol wipes, you will know what I 

mean.   

Jen Haubrich 



 

P A G E  3 4  

 

TCHLTB  
Making a Difference! 

 
Making it f

un fo
r 

all a
ges.   N

ursery 

Care Coverage at 

TMPC. 

    Operation Kirkwood 

Camp Clean Up 

Bill Clark and crew 

One of our nursery volunteers also participated in sever-
al other projects on both Saturday and Sunday. Basically 
he gave up his week-end for TCHLTB.  What a blessing--

WOW!         Judy Cronise 



 

 

 

Our group's WOW moment was 
twenty minutes long! It happened 
when we toured the Arts Cottage 
and read the ceiling tile messages 

created by the girls who were 
moving out of the program and 

returning to society. Very moving! 

Janice SlacK 

Our WOW moment was hearing that 
the "Blessings Closet," a room that 
we have reorganized many times 
over, had been upgraded with elec-
tricity, improved drainage and stor-
age racks for better organization.  
These were all ideas that we had dis-
cussed.  God heard our prayers. We 
all said "Wow!”   
        Amy Brewer and Marcia Koppes 
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New Hope Manor 

 
It was so gratifying to bring 

smiles to everyone’s faces. 

 

Katherine Marriott 
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     TCHLTB  
10,000 Meals in 2 Hours! 

We packed  up 10,000 meals in 2 hours! 
It was amazing to see the Holy Spirit working across all 

generations—we had volunteers age 7 to 87. 

All had a great time! 

Christene Garafola and Crew 

Our Visit to New Hope Manor 
 

It was so gratifying to bring smiles to  

everyone's faces. 

Katherine Marriott 
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Alternative Christmas for The Village 
 

                               DECEMBER 10 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Christmas is a special time at The Village with many opportunities 
for us to offer a “Merry Christmas” to the residents and those 
served by The Village.  As you are getting gifts for your family 
won’t    you  consider a gift for one of those   served by   The   
Village? On December 10th, during coffee hour, stop by our table 
to choose an item from the list.  
 
Your gift will be acknowledged with a beautiful thank you card and 
the satisfaction of knowing you made a difference.  Should you 
have any questions, please contact Janice Slack, 215-968-2446 or 
Joyce McBride, 215-862-2841. 

Christmas is the Season of 
Giving 

December 17 

Christmas Ornaments for Sale  

after the Christmas Musical 

Fundraiser for Miles for Mission 

 

Our Middle School and High School students are 

teaming up with the Youth Mission Team as we partner with 

Next Step Ministries to help folks in Houston, TX whose 

homes have been damaged by Hurricane Harvey.   The mon-

ey raised from the sale of our ornaments will help fund our 

mission trip to Texas.  Thank you for your support! 



 

Letters to the Congregation 
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Dear Stuart,                 10/2017 
 
A sincere “Thank You” for coming to our parents life 
celebration.  Your final words and prayer were 
perfect and right on the mark.  Greatly appreciated! 
 
As you know, Thompson Church meant a lot to both 
my parents.  Though my father found a new church 
family here in Arlington, his, and my mother’s 
spiritual home was always Thompson Memorial.  As 
a token of their love and appreciation, we’ve 
enclosed a post life gift from my parents.  If the 
money could be used for the music program or the 
choir that would be great! 
 
Thank you again,  
 
Tina Gramm & Barbara McGrath 

 

Dear Stuart, 
 
Please extend my deepest thanks 
and appreciation to the 
Thompson Church Family.  Your 
kind prayers are such a comfort 
to me.  This is a very difficult 
time as you know and all the 
prayers and positive feelings 
helps so much.  I know what a 
special church Thompson 
Memorial is.  I went there as a 
teenager to youth group with my 
dear friend Katherine Marriott. 
 
I also appreciate your support for 
Charlie.  He is so strong through 
this but I know he needs support 
and would never ask. 
 
Again thank you for your 
kindness and prayers. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeanne Garefino 

Dear Thompson Church Family,          9/20/2017 
 
In early Summer I received your wonderful, uplifting letter 
of well wishes and encouragement.  It remains one of my 
most deeply appreciated gifts from friends.  
 
It will go with me when I return home from  treatment at 
the University of Pennsylvania Hospital at the month’s end, I 
love to read it over and over again! 
 
On October 6th, I will receive a stem cell transplant and for 
about 100 days will need to be cared for and to be cautious.  
So, I  would like to ask that you might keep my care-giver, 
husband Chet and myself in your prayers. 
 
Your Christian outreach is amazing and I can see that the 
Lord has blessed your Church.  May He continue to bless 
you as you have blessed me. 
 
Most Sincerely, 
 
Winnie Dalgewicz 



 

Dear Rev. Spencer, 
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Letters (Continued) 

 

 

Dear Stuart, 
 
Jeanne and I can’t thank you and your congregation enough for keeping 
her in all of your prayers as she goes through this battle with cancer that 
she is facing. 
 
After mentioning this to you about Jeanne, I never thought that you would 
bring this to the attention of your parishioners and all of you would be 
thinking of her in such a blessed way.  Unfortunately some of them may 
have been faced with the same struggle as Jeanne, so they know firsthand 
what she is going through. 
 
Thanks again and God bless all of you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Charlie and Jeanne Stockwell Garefino 

Stuart and Our TMPC Family, 
 
Thank you for your Letter of Well Wishing 
regarding my recent shoulder surgery. Your 
prayers as well as those of the congregation 
are helping me heal and “return to duty” 
ahead of schedule.  
 
As always, my Thompson family is a comfort 
and a source of strength. That and the loving 
attention of “Nurse Judy” will have me back 
at full strength shortly. 
 
Blessings to all, 
 
Ron Cronise  

Dear Friends, 
 
Thank you so much for the generous 
donation of food.  You know, of course, 
that it is very much appreciated by our 
clients.  A special thank you to those 
who braved the elements on collection 
day!  
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carolyn Creep 
The Food Center 
Morrisville, PA 



 

Our Mission 

We are a joyful family called by God 

Through Jesus Christ and empowered 

By the Holy Spirit to: 

Welcome all, share our faith, 

Love each other, serve the world and 

Glorify God. 

Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church 

1680 Aquetong Road, New Hope, PA  18938 

Office: (215) 862-2440 

Fax : (215) 862-9046 

www.tmpc.org 

Office open: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

Disciples - All Members of the Congregation  

Disciples:  All Members of the Congregation  

Teaching Elder/Pastor (Sabbath: Monday)  Stuart H. Spencer sspencer@tmpc.org 

Teaching Elder/Associate Pastor (Sabbath: Friday) Bailey Heckman bheckman@tmpc.org 

Youth & Family Ministry Director Stephen Scovell sscovell@tmpc.org 

Administrative Assistant Melissa Bottelier office@tmpc.org 

Director of Music  Patricia Murphy pmurphy@tmpc.org 

Organist Dorothy Fine organist@tmpc.org 

Contemporary Music Director Brooks Hanrahan bandleader@tmpc.org 

Church Accountant Linda Landis llandis@tmpc.org 

Sexton  George Salt No email 

Business Administrator (Volunteer) Sue Schaub sschaub@tmpc.org 

 

REGULAR  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE  

September  10 - June 11  
 

8:30 am — Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

9:45 am — Christian Education for All Ages 

11:00 am — Contemporary Worship in Fellowship Hall  

--------------- 

Coffee Hour follows the services in Fellowship Hall  

Nursery care available at all services 

 

Fifth Sunday — in months with 5 Sundays -- all year round, 

we gather for a single service at 9:30 am in Fellowship Hall 

 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 

(see page 13) 

http://www.tmpc.org
mailto:sspencer@tmpc.org
mailto:bheckman@tmpc.org
mailto:office@tmpc.org
mailto:pmurphy@tmpc.org
mailto:organist@tmpc.org
mailto:llandis@tmpc.org
mailto:sschaub@tmpc.org

