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     One look at us and 
someone might say that 
the members of this 
congregation all look alike. 
We’re a white, middle to 
upper-middle class church. 
Sit in the pew in the 
sanctuary or a chair in 
Fellowship Hall on a 
Sunday morning then turn 
left or right and you’ll see 
someone who is more or 
less like you—maybe a few 
years older or younger, but 
when you look around 
Thompson Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, it’s 
like staring in a mirror.  
      Look a little deeper 
now. We aren’t as similar 
as some would like think.  
Let’s take our political 
views as the best example. 
In the recent presidential 
election we had members 
who proudly voted for 
Donald Trump. These “red-
staters” are cheering for 
him and hoping all the best 
for his presidency.  

We also have members 
who voted as proudly for 
Hillary Clinton, they are 
“blue-staters”.  It’s been 
rough for them since last 
November. This means 
that we are a divided 
church. We’re divided 
between red and blue 
“states”.  
      In 2013 the 
Presbyterian Outlook, a 
news journal for our 
denomination, featured 
an article noting these 
fissures in nearly all 
Presbytery Church U.S.A. 
congregations: “In Christ 
there is no East or West, 
as the old hymn goes,  but 
among his followers today 
there is definitely Left and 
Right. Liberal and 
Conservative. Traditional 
and Progressive. Red and 
Blue. Tensions within 
churches and across 
denominational lines 
continue to unravel the tie 
that binds.   

Current tendencies to draw 
lines in the sand, so 
painfully headlined in the 
political arena, bring 
American Christians once 
again to a Babel-like crisis: 
hot button issues are so 
emotionally charged that 
some fear the church as 
the body of Christ is 
dismembering itself in the 
heat of those battles.”  
  In this same article, 
the author offers up a new 
vision for our deeply 
divided, polarized nation 
of red and blue states. 
God’s church needs to be 
purple—a meaningful 
mixture of people who 
hold a variety of political 
views but who are deeply  
committed to staying with 
each other. A ‘purple 
church’ would be less 
interested in red/blue 
labels and more committed 
to modeling a royal 
priesthood of believers 
who aren’t all cut from  
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(“Our Purple Church”  Continued from Page 1)  

T I D I N G S  

the same cloth, but meld together in a community that inten-
tionally chooses to live out Christ’s call in mutual respect,    
humility and compassion.”  
 
 The Apostle Paul was totally on board with the purple 
church idea. Writing of the essential unity that is to be the  
living reality for those who follow Jesus, he wrote in Ephesians 4:  You were all called to 
travel on the same road and in the same direction, so stay together, both outwardly 
and inwardly. You have one Master, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, 
who rules over all, works through all, and is present in all . . . And mark that you do 
this with humility and discipline—not in fits and starts, but steadily, pouring your-
selves out for each other in acts of love, alert at noticing differences and quick at 
mending fences. (Verses 4 – 5, 3, The Message)  
  
 The more I think about us becoming a purple church, the more I like it and the 
more I see a chance for us to be a powerful witness to our families and friends and  
community. Where else do “blue” people and “red” people meet together? Apart from 
families, I can’t think of another place where it happens.  
 
 I have a few suggestions for us as we learn to be purple:  
 

1.   Work on accepting those who hold different political views than you do rather 
than demonizing them. Avoid starting sentences with “All conservatives are 
this” or “All liberals are that”.  

2.   Have political conversations. One of the sad facts of our society is that we are 
finding it harder and harder to talk face to face with each other.  More 
“conversations” happen with texting or by posting on social media or email. 
Sit down and talk issues with someone. Listen deeply to that person, trying 
first to understand their passions and concerns, their hopes and their 
dreams.  

3. Admit when you’re wrong and acknowledge the wrongs of your political    
party or favorite politician. This is where humility enters the picture. 
Acknowledge when you don’t know something. Admit when someone you’ve 
backed was wrong.  

 
We can offer something here at 1680 Aquetong Road that is almost impossible 

to find in our society these days: a place where people who hold different views can 
worship God together, study God’s Word next to each other and serve side-by-side. We 
can even disagree with each other without losing our respect for and love of our blue or 
red state friends in Christ. In other words, Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church can 
really be a purple church.  Here is a link to the article from the Presbyterian Outlook: http://
pres-outlook.org/2013/12/purple-church/ 

http://pres-outlook.org/2013/12/purple-church/
http://pres-outlook.org/2013/12/purple-church/
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SAVE THE DATE!              OCTOBER 7, 2017 
 

Join us for the celebration service as the  
Presbytery of Philadelphia commemorates 

300 years of mission and ministry  
in the Greater Philadelphia area! 

 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2017 

Celebrating 300 Years of mission and ministry 
https://presbyphl.org/300th-anniversary/ 

 
Look for more information in our bulletin and e-news. 

https://presbyphl.org/300th-anniversary/
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TMPC  GROUPS   &  OUTSIDE GROUPS 
 

OUTSIDE GROUPS 

 
 

 

Farmer’s Club   
Meets the first Saturday of the month at  
5:00 pm annually September to May.  (Does not 
meet  June, July and August for a summer 
break) 

Foglifters AA 

Foglifters AA group meets daily, 7:00-8:00 am 
Monday-Friday in Fellowship Hall; Saturday/
Sunday in the Conference Room 
 

Grey Sheeters Anonymous 
Meets weekly 5:30 pm Wednesdays 
 

Men’s AA Meeting   
7:00 pm Thursday in the Conference Room, 
meets weekly on Thursdays 
 

PRO-ACT Family Education   

If someone you know or love is struggling with a 
drug or alcohol addiction, support is here for 
you.  PRO-ACT provides a safe and supportive 
environment for families and individuals impact-
ed by addiction to gain understanding and find 
healing within a community of grace.  

Call (800) 221–6333 or visit  
www.addictionawarenessinitiative.com 

 

 

 

 

 

ADULT EDUCATION  

AND SMALL GROUPS 
 

AID for Friends 
Meets Monthly, volunteers donate & prepare 
meals, sign up sheets on the bulletin board in 
Fellowship Hall to see what ingredients are  
needed. Leaders: Susan Achenbach and Holly 
Tomkovicz. 
 

Community Meal 
Occurs 2nd Sundays monthly 12:30-1:30pm, on-
line sign-ups available for donations and service 
at http://tmpc.org/community-meal.  Contact 
Melissa Michael for questions. 
 

Just for Men   
Meets the first Wednesday of the month at 
7:30—9:00 pm  in  the  Chapel  with Pastor Stuart 
leading joys, concerns, prayers and discussion. 
 

Men’s Bible Study Group 
9:00-10:30 am.  1rst & 3rd Tuesdays of each 
month in the Conference Room 
 

Women’s Bible Study Group 
9:30 am, Mondays in the Conference Room 
 

Theology on Tap 
More information to come: meets at local restau-
rant for a lively Bible discussion, warm fellowship, 
and a great meal!   
 

United Presbyterian Women 
1:00 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each 
month in the Conference Room.   Join us 
for a Bible study and lively conversation.   

http://www.addictionawarenessinitiative.com
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STEWARDSHIP NEWS 

T I D I N G S  

The season for our annual Stewardship emphasis is Sunday, October 15 to Sunday, 
November 12, 2017. As always, we find in this season, multiple opportunities for 
deep spiritual growth.   

(Psalm 98: 7 – 9)   
7 O nations of the world, recognize the Lord; 

    recognize that the Lord is glorious and strong. 
8 Give to the Lord the glory he deserves! 

    Bring your offering and come into his courts. 
9 Worship the Lord in all his holy splendor. 

    Let all the earth tremble before him.     

 _____________________________ 
 

Time & Talent Sunday       October 22, 2017  
During both coffee hours on Sunday, October 22nd, come to Fellowship Hall to find  
50 service opportunities waiting for you to claim. Look for the Opportunities Table  
that morning. Sign up to get into God’s game!  

_____________________________ 
 

The Church Has Left The Building     November 5, 2017 
In one day countless Christians of all ages leave their buildings and bless their  
communities through numerous mission projects.  TMPC project signups will begin  
in early October.  Please contact Rick Schaub, rickschaub@comcast.net with any  
questions.       _____________________________ 

 

Consecration Sunday  November 12, 2017  
8:30 am, 11:00 am Worship  &  12:30 Luncheon 

 

This fall, we celebrate the opportunities to serve God 
with time, talent and treasure in our annual stewardship 
emphasis. The conclusion of this season is Consecration 
Sunday, November 12, 2017. That morning, our guest 
preacher is Rev. Christopher Miller, the newly installed 
Pastor of the Trinity Presbyterian Church in Springfield, 
MO. Chris served two years as a Seminary Intern.   Fol-
lowing the 11:00 a.m. worship service, we gather for a 
Celebration Meal in Fellowship Hall.   There is no cost for 
lunch and nothing to bring. Childcare will be available 
during  the mealtime.  

mailto:Schaub—rickschaub@comcast.net
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER  

& FELLOWSHIP 

Prayer in the Chapel 
 

Periodic Sundays, 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.  
September 24th, October 8th, October 22nd, November 19th, December 3rd  

The Chapel  
 

Stop by the chapel on September 24 from 9:45 to 10:45. The chapel is open for prayer. You 
can find resources to help you pray. Meet a friend from our Prayer Team Initiative who can 
answer questions or teach you how to pray. You are also welcome to spend a few minutes 
praying on your own. 

Men’s Ministries 
JUST FOR MEN! 

SEPTEMBER 6 
Meets the first Wednesday of each month. 

7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  
With Pastor Stuart Spencer 

In the Chapel  
Pastor Spencer leads a monthly meeting for men on the first Wednesday of each 

month. This includes:  opportunities to share our joys and concerns, time for prayer, 

and a discussion based on a devotional reading from Deep Down Faith. Our first meet-

ing is Wednesday, September 6, from 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the Chapel. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Saturday, September 30, 2017 

8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
 

Men of every age are invited to come to the best breakfast of the month. We feature sev-

eral breakfast meats, piles of eggs and pancakes and plates of breakfast burritos. We 

welcome Pastor Matthew Gallashaw of Helping Hands Rescue Mission in Philadelphia. 

Pastor Matt, at the age of 73, is full of faith, joy and energy. Sign up on the Table of Well 

Wishing. Invite a friend. Middle school and high school children are welcome to attend.  

T I D I N G S  



 

 HIGHLIGHTED  SERVICES 

T I D I N G S  

  

 AUG 27 9:30 am  Summer Worship (Fellowship Hall) 

 

 SEPT 3 9:30 am Last Summer Worship Service 

     (9:20 am Hymn Sing) & Communion 

 

 SEPT 10 Return to 8:30 & 11:00  Worship Services 

           Sunday School Kickoff & Community Meal 

 

 OCT 1 8:30, 11am World Communion Service 

 

 OCT 29 9:30 am  Children’s Sunday Service, 5th Sunday 

            (FALL FESTIVAL) (Fellowship Hall) 

  

 NOV 12 8:30, 11am  Dedication Sunday Services 

          with Chris Miller, Preacher and Luncheon 

  

 NOV 26 8:30, 11am  Thanksgiving Weekend  

 

 DEC 3  8:30, 11am Communion Service 

 

 DEC 17 8:30, 11am  Worship Services  

   9:30 am       Children’s Christmas Musical   

     “Do You Hear What I Hear” 

 

 DEC 24 9:30 am Christmas Eve Service 

   4:30 pm Family Service 

   7:30 pm Lessons and Carols 

   10:30 pm Candlelight Communion Service 

 

 DEC 25 ——— CHRISTMAS DAY—Closed— 

    

 DEC 31 9:30 am Fifth Sunday Service (Fellowship Hall) 
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Wanted:   Tidings Contributors 
 

Everyone enjoys learning more about our friends in the 
congregation. Anyone interested in interviewing folks and writing 
a one to two-page piece for this quarterly publication is encouraged to speak to Pastor 
Bailey or Sue Schaub. 

WAYS TO PARTICIPATE 

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

We’re not just about rummage! — although we’re very grateful for everyone’s help in 
making this year’s Spring Rummage Sale a huge success, bringing in $5,000.00+!  
We’d also love to have you join us in September on the second Wednesday of every 
month at 1:00 p.m. for a Bible study and lively conversation.  We hope to see you 
there! 

    Save the Date—Sunday, November 5th
 

 
  The Church Has Left the Building 
  Reveals the explosive power of God 

 

In one day countless Christians of all ages leave their buildings 
and bless their communities through numerous mission  

       projects.  TMPC project signups will begin in early October.   
 

Please contact Rick Schaub with any questions.   
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THEOLOGY ON TAP 
Returning in September -- Theology on Tap small group (open to all).   Details 
and dates to be announced...but it will involve a seminary intern (or two), bible 
discussions,  good conversation, a restaurant, optional adult  beverages and 

food. 

mailto:bheckman@tmpc.org?subject=Tidings%20article
mailto:bheckman@tmpc.org?subject=Tidings%20article
mailto:sschaub@tmpc.org
mailto:Schaub—rickschaub@comcast.net
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                    RETREATS  

  

 FALL PRAYER RETREAT  
  at Holy Cross Monastery 

 November 14 – 17, 2017 
 

Pastor Stuart Spencer leads a prayer retreat in West 
Park, NY at the Holy Cross Monastery. This fall, par-
ticipants study the Jesus Prayer. This is held at Holy 
Cross Monastery, a Benedictine monastery located on 
the banks of the Hudson River about 2½ hours from 
New Hope, and will include some guided sessions 

with teaching and direction by Pastor Stuart Spencer with lots of time for your own 
prayer, mediation and reflection. The monks of Holy Cross welcome us to participate in 
the five orders, or services, of prayer that take place throughout the day. Those ser-
vices include the chanting of the psalms by the monks of Holy Cross and periods of si-
lence. The cost for the retreat is $250 and includes transportation, lodging and meals 
for the two days at Holy Cross. Those who may be interested in the retreat, though un-
sure about visiting a monastery, should visit the Holy Cross website: 
www.holycrossmonastery.com. Click on the page for “Individual Retreats.” Information 
brochures can be found on the Table of Well Wishing.  The deadline for registration is 
Sunday, October 22

nd
.   Scholarships are available. Please speak to Stuart Spencer for 

more information.   

 

 
 

    WOMEN'S RETREAT 
  At Sandy Cove Ministries in Maryland 
 September 15-17, 2017   

 
 

The women of TMPC are once again heading down to 
Sandy Cove Ministries about two hours south in North 
East, Maryland for a weekend retreat at their water-
front retreat center. The weekend will be full of great 

speakers, meaningful worship, small group discussion and plenty of free time to enjoy 
the area. For more information and to sign up check out tmpc.org/retreats. 

http://www.holycrossmonastery.com/
http://www.tmpc.org/retreats
http://www.tmpc.org/retreats


 

P A G E  1 0  

 

 

 
 

 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
Welcome to Thompson Church 

Bruce Stevens Cathy Christensen Cathy & Tim Sandford 

Greg Hodgson & Maddie Elaine O’Brien 

Colin Jenei Kamala (Santha) Amblavana Sue & Lee Marvel 

Liz Kelly 

T I D I N G S  
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Rally Day     
Sunday, September 10, 2017 

Join us as we kick-off a new program year!   
Traditional Worship - 8:30am 

Christian Education Hour - 9:45am 
Contemporary Worship - 11:00am 

OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS    
They are going back.... College students, including grad students, receive care 
packages throughout the year letting them know they are prayed for and loved by 
TMPC's church family.  Please email Melissa Bottelier at office@tmpc.org their 
mailing address by October 15th so we can send them Halloween care packag-
es.  We need the addresses even if they are the same as last year.   Thank you. 

Coffee Hours  Sign up and Participate 
 Please look for the sign-up sheet at the Table of Well Wishing or by visiting     
 TMPC’s website, Life Together/Fellowship/Coffee Hours. We welcome the   
 participation of all our members. 

 

Fall Adult Forum - A Firm Foundation  

This year marks some important anniversaries in the life of the Presbyterian 
Church. First, this is the 500th anniversary of the Reformation which began the 
theological   movement which led to the Presbyterian Church's beginning. Also, 
this year marks the 300th anniversary of the Presbytery of Philadelphia of which 
Thompson is a member. In celebration of these big events, we want to dive a bit 
deeper into these foundational    moments in our history.  Join us for our Adult Fo-
rum this fall as we explore the history of the Reformation, the Presbytery of Phila-

delphia and the history of Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church.  Classes 
will be held at 9:45 am in the Conference Room on Sept. 17 & 

24 and Oct. 1, 8 &15.  

          Fall Festival 
 OCTOBER  29   
 Fifth Sunday 

9:30 am Worship Service  
FESTIVAL: 10:45 am - 2:00 pm  

Special Announcements 

https://thompsonchurch.squarespace.com/events/2015/9/13/open-house
mailto:office@tmpc.org
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We will need a few  

volunteers to assist in two hour shifts: 

1-3 pm, 3-5 pm, 5-7 pm & 7-9 pm 

Please sign-up at the Table of Well Wishing. 

FALL RUMMAGE SALE    
October 12-13 Sale Days 

 
Starting Sunday, September 3  
We will be accepting rummage items.   
Clean and gently used clothing in good  
condition and small household items only.   
(No electronics or large items of any kind.)     
Thank you for your donations!!  Mark your 
calendars for the FALL Rummage Sale, Octo-
ber 9-11 are the “Sorting” days and October 
12-13 are the “Buying” days. 

Blood Drive 
Monday, October 2, 2017 

1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

FLOWERS FOR THE  WORSHIP SERVICES 

 

If you are interested in placing flowers in the church in  
“honor of “ or “in memory of” a loved one, please call 
the church office to get contact information for  Elinor 

Raike who handles this service.  The cost is $30 for the 2 
urns.   You are welcome  to take  them home  after  the 

service.  



 

T I D I N G S  
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Kickoff the new school year  
 

with a Youth Group Cookout! 

 

Sunday, September 10th, 6 pm -  8 pm 
 
We want to invite all junior and senior high students to join us at Thompson for 
a great night of games, food, and worship. 
 
This year’s theme for youth group is Highly Questionable. We will be spending 
time studying a wide variety of the questions that Jesus asks throughout the 
gospel, as well as exploring questions asked by those who followed him. And 
hopefully, through this experience, we will be able to discern and seek answers 
to the questions we hold onto, and gain a deeper understanding of who God 
and where God is in the midst of our personal stories and circumstances. 

Jr. & Sr. High Youth Groups 
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Youth Mission Teams 

T I D I N G S  

 
Bailey Heckman and Stephen Scovell took a group of TMPC youth up to   
Kirkwood Camp in East Strousburg, PA for a week of service and fun. Each 
morning the group would work on a project at the camp and then each         

afternoon they would participate in 
camp activities, games, and worship.  
 
This week's project was building a 
hammock village at the edge of the up-
per meadow. 16 hammocks will be 
hung in a circle to create a relaxing 
place to encounter God at camp. This 
hammock village required 24 post 
holes to be dug. This was very difficult 
work, but our youth worked hard each 
morning and made some real progress! 
Digging post holes in the rocky soil at 
camp was frustrating at times, but   
they made good use of the  rocks they 
 

 found and built a  very large cairn 
(pictured on right).  For decades,  
Kirkwood Camp has been a place for  
children and youth to connect with new  
friends and deepen their relationship with 
God.  Thompson is a  long-time  partner  
with  Kirkwood which is a  mission  and  
ministry of the Philadelphia Presbytery.   
 
The time our youth  and  adult  volunteers 
give to helping  out at camp  ensures that 
this special place continues to be some- 
Where for young Christians to encounter  
God.  

 

 

 



 

Your Invited to Church Ladies ~ Sept. 5 
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Kirkwood Camp Mission Trip  
July 23-29 

T I D I N G S  
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T I D I N G S  

 Urban Promise Camp 

 
During the first week of August (July 31-August 3), TMPC was again the organizer for the last 
week of the Urban Promise Summer Camp program for 40+ campers ages 6 to 14. We had 30 
people volunteer for the week providing over 120 hours of service. Activities were structured 
around daily themes:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The wonderful outcome all these activities is the Joy goes both ways!  We are always looking 
for people to help out at Urban Promise year round.  Tutoring is a big need.  If you are interest-
ed in helping in the upcoming school year, please contact Rick Foltz.  Here are a few photos to 
enjoy from the week of camp: 

A fiendish balance test device  

Lots of agility exercises 

Gathering in front of the NJ State Museum  

Art Day, led by Marie 
Wustholz, consisted of 
two projects: decorating 
canvas tote bags using 
markers and paints, and 
creating shopping bags 
out of old t-shirts.  (The 
campers managed to 
decorate themselves as 
well!) 

Fitness & Nutrition Day, 
led by Leslie Spencer 
with help from some of 
her Rowan University 
students as well as 
TMPC volunteers.  Mak-
ing “pizza slices” out of 
watermelon was a big 
hit, as were the agility 
and balance exercises. 

Recreation Day, led by Stephen 
Scovell, had to be held indoors be-
cause of the thunder and lightning 
going on around us.  So we basical-
ly went “Gaga” (a form of dodge 
ball in a “rink” formed by tables 
turned on their sides).  The water 
bottle toss and catch game 
“spilled” over into the next day 
while the campers were waiting 
around on the plaza of the NJ State 
Museum. 



 

Your Invited to Church Ladies ~ Sept. 5 
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T I D I N G S  

Museum Day, organized 
again by Leslie Spencer, 
had the campers visit 
the NJ State Museum in 
the afternoon.  In addi-
tion to the Natural His-
tory tours, the older 
campers had a class on 
earthquakes while the 
younger children had a 
lab on polymers (they 
got to make “slime”! 



 

Our Sr. High Mission Team Members:    Ella Berry, Grace Berry, Ben Green, Harry Green, Jimmy O’Don-

nell, Sam Spencer, Jaimie Salt, Jeffrey Berry, Stuart Spencer, Bailey Heckman and Stephen Scovell    
 

-- Our mission team is thankful... 
 

For the opportunity to help there young kids at their camp and to help those in need in Philly. -Jimmy 

For this trip in general because so far it has been and amazing experience, but I realized how lucky I am to 
have a home, food, clothes, parents who love me, etc. - Ella 

For being able to work with Manna. - Sam 

For seeing different circumstances of living than we are used to and seeing different cultures. - Grace 

For the joy of working with children. Particularly spending time with Nadjine.- Jaimie 

For having my eyes really opened to all parts of Philly and the problems it faces. - Harry  

For having the opportunities to work with Kingston, a child in the J-Rock Camp and all the other kids. - Ben 

For an organization like Manna to tend to the nutritional and overall health needs of literally thousands of peo-
ple here in Philadelphia. It is an extraordinary group of people! - Jeff 

For Justine Perry the director of Center for Student Mission. - Stuart 

For CSM being so flexible and allowing me to participate in parts of this week and experience all these won-
derful missions in Philly. - Bailey  

--The mission team is praying... 

For the many people and kids who are being forced to leave their homes due to gentrification. - Grace 

For answers to difficult questions and problems. - Sam 

For the kids here that they stay in school and continue to learn. - Harry  

For homeless people to one day get out of their situation and find a home one day. - Ella 

For those who have experienced violence. I pray that they feel God's love and presence. - Jaimie 

For the churches and pastors in Philadelphia. - Stuart 

For two young kids at J-Rock Camp who we helped out, Kingston and Nicholas. They're two 9 year olds who 
make the most of everything they do. - Jimmy 

For all the children in the J-Rock Camp. I hope they can grow up in a good home and turn out well. Also, pray-
ers for education in Philly, that it will improve so that kids can get out of their bad situations. - Ben 

For a blind woman named Sheryl who has been blind since she was 24. She's in her later years now and 
makes meals for the homeless at Helping Hands Rescue Mission. She is an angel in our midst! - Jeff 

For the dedicated volunteers at Manna who helped show us the ropes in preparing meals and for the years of 
service they have given. - Bailey 
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Sr. High Philadelphia Mission Trip 

T I D I N G S  
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Warming Hearts, Giving & Fun 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2017 

HERO CENTRAL!   

 

Do good! Seek peace! And go after it! (Psalm 34:14) 
 

This summer we had a blast at our Vacation Bible School which took place July 17-21. 
This year's theme was Hero Central so we spent the week learning all about God's 
heroes like David, Abigail, Joshua, and Jesus. We also learned how we too are called to 
be God's heroes. Our students engaged with God's Word through music, art, story time, 
recreation, science and a whole lot of fun! Before we sent our newly trained heroes out 
into the world, we helped them to “live it” in the week's bible verse, "Do good! Seek 
peace! And go after it! (Psalm 34:14) We partnered with World Vision to make 100 
hygiene kits on Friday afternoon. Each kit was filled with things like toothpaste, 
shampoo, soap, washcloths and more hygiene essentials. World Vision then sends 
those kits to people in need either because they are displaced from their homes due to 
natural disasters or because they cannot afford to buy these products themselves.  

It was an amazing week and a highlight of the summer!  

T I D I N G S  

Pre K to
 6th Graders 

shared in
 th

e fu
n. 
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T I D I N G S  

Seek peace! 

Do Good! 

Thank you to all our te
achers,  

assistants, teen helpers, and  

volunteers to make this week  

a fun week for all!   

And go after it! 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
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TMPC’s Youth Bell Choir & Summer Music Camp  
 
This summer, the youth choir participated in a six week music and arts 
class.  They spent time rehearsing the selections they will be presenting 
during the fifth Sunday service on October 29th.   
 
Also preparation of the Christmas Musical has begun and the performance  
will be on Sunday, December 17th between the 8:30 and 
11:00 services.  Please save the date!!!!  
 
In addition to the music rehearsals, the children enjoyed art class with 
Melissa Michael, cooking class with Jen Haubrich and crafts with Debbie 
Gardner.  I want to thank these three women for generously volunteering 
their time and making it fun for the kids!!!          — Tricia Murphy 

    M
usic and tim

ing- 

learning to
gether! 

T I D I N G S  

Music, Crafts, 
Cooking and fun!       
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       Fall Festival 
 

 OCTOBER  29   
Fifth Sunday 

9:30 am Worship Service  
 

FESTIVAL: 10:45 am - 2:00 pm  

 
Join us after our Fifth Sunday Worship Service 

at 9:30am! We will have lunch together and en-
joy some wonderful fall fun like a pie eating 
contest, pumpkin decorating, photo booths, 

crafts, and more.  
 

This event is great for kids, friends and family! 
We will have moon bounce, a costume contest, 

and fun games! Our Fall Festival is free for all 
and will happen rain of shine.  

 
Keep an eye out for a sign up list coming soon 

and look for further announcements in the  
bulletin and e-News.  Plan to join in on the fun!  
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Thank you  

for a successful  

Backpack Project 2017!   
We   delivered   101 backpacks to a   very appre-
ciative Village.  The backpacks were filled to the 
seams with everything a student could need for a 
productive school year  There is no doubt you have 
made a difference in the life of each child who re-
ceives a backpack.  Many blessings on you all for 
all you’ve done.   

Thank you from Janice Slack and Joyce McBride. 

It takes many helpers with a  big heart.  T
hanks to 

the McBride’s and their granddaughter Brianna, 

Janice Slack & TMPC contributors! 



 

Letters to the Congregation 
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Dear  Stuart & Members of Thompson Church, 
 
Words cannot express the thanks that overflows from 
our hearts for all that you have done for our family 
over the past few weeks.   
 
Allowing us to use your beautiful sanctuary and 
fellowship hall for the wedding. This was such a 
blessing to us!  You went above and beyond by 
providing lunch for our family and friends as we 
mourned our son, Ryan.   
 
The love, kindness and service that you showed our 
family was a HUGE blessing to us.   
 
Thank you for showing us the LOVE of Christ! 
 
    —  The Wilson Family  

Dear Stuart & Parishioners, 

 

     I want to thank your Church for 
all of the much needed prayers 
during my shoulder surgery and the 
healing time from it and other 
various health issues. 

 

     I am home now and still in the 
recovery process.  However, once 
the pain subsides I hope to return to 
my part-time job.   

 

      Thank you to each and everyone 
of you for your prayers.  When a 
person receives a letter of the 
magnitude that your church sent to 
me showing each person whom is 
praying for me, letting me know I 
was not alone in my trials, gave me 
a wonderful heart felt feeling.  I felt 
loved and cared for knowing that 
others were praying for me.  

 

     Thank you again for your 
prayers and for being the church 
family that gathers for my sister, 
Marie Wustholz and her family 
when needed.  Your church is one 
of loving and caring action and that 
is rare these days! 
 
Sincerely, 
Vivian Ennis 
 
 



 

P A G E  2 7  

Dear Rev. Spencer, 

    

Letters (Continued) 

T I D I N G S  

 
 
 

Dear Rev. Stuart,  

Thank you for your gift of $4,500 on June 26, 2017 to  The Village.  Because of your generosity, 
each year more than 1,500 children and families are able to heal from the effects of significant 
trauma and gain hope for a brighter future.  Thanks to you, children have access to evidence-
based treatment and are able to thrive in more stable homes and communities.   

Care, outcomes, impact — these are values that guide us.  They represent our deep faith in the 
worth of every child and the possibility that we can affect lasting, positive change for them, their  
families, and our world.  

Thank you for the continued genuine support from your Church.  It is a very special place! 

Most Sincerely, 

 

Darlene Hewett,  
President & CEO 

Dear Stuart, 

 

We received the letter from Thompson MPC and were very 

touched. 

 

Your church family has been such a blessing to us…with the 

wedding and the funeral. 

 

Please convey our deepest thanks for everything. 

 

We are doing well by God’s grace…having Ryan’s baby with us 

is such a blessing during this time. 

 

In Christ, 

Chuck and Kim Wilson 



 

Our Mission 

We are a joyful family called by God 

Through Jesus Christ and empowered 

By the Holy Spirit to: 

Welcome all, share our faith, 

Love each other, serve the world and 

Glorify God. 

Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church 

1680 Aquetong Road, New Hope, PA  18938 

Office: (215) 862-2440 

Fax : (215) 862-9046 

www.tmpc.org 

Office open: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

Disciples - All Members of the Congregation  

Disciples:  All Members of the Congregation  

Teaching Elder/Pastor (Sabbath: Monday)  Stuart H. Spencer sspencer@tmpc.org 

Teaching Elder/Associate Pastor (Sabbath: Friday) Bailey Heckman bheckman@tmpc.org 

Youth & Family Ministry Director Stephen Scovell sscovell@tmpc.org 

Administrative Assistant Melissa Bottelier office@tmpc.org 

Director of Music  Patricia Murphy pmurphy@tmpc.org 

Organist Dorothy Fine organist@tmpc.org 

Contemporary Music Director Brooks Hanrahan bandleader@tmpc.org 

Church Accountant Linda Landis llandis@tmpc.org 

Sexton  George Salt  

Business Administrator (Volunteer) Sue Schaub sschaub@tmpc.org 

T I D I N G S  

REGULAR  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE  

September  10 - June 11  
 

8:30 am — Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

9:45 am — Christian Education for All Ages 

11:00 am — Contemporary Worship in Fellowship Hall  

--------------- 

Coffee Hour follows the services in Fellowship Hall  

Nursery care available at all services 

 

Fifth Sunday — in months with 5 Sundays -- all year round, 

we gather for a single service at 9:30 am in Fellowship Hall 

 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 

(see page 7) 

http://www.tmpc.org
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