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“For 

unto you 

is born 

this day 

in the 

city of 

David a 

Savior, 

which is 

Christ 

the 

Lord.” 

 
(Luke 

2:11) 

As we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, we reflect on the 

ways that our new life through His Spirit expresses itself in 

our daily living.  Charles Stanley, pastor and author, refers to 

the manifestations of our inner life in Christ as our 

“birthmarks.” Move with us through these pages as we 

discover how these “birthmarks” shape our lives —   

as individuals and as a church! 



 

With the above words, Jesus sent 

His disciples out into a big, 

unknown, and scary world to 

announce that the Kingdom of 

Heaven was near.  He assured them 

that doors would close in their faces 

and people would turn away 

because they would be bored or 

hostile.  Picnics were not promised 

by Jesus, but party invitations were 

included among the few things the 

disciples were to pack with them.  

 

My dear friend and former college 

professor, Tony Campolo, once 

wrote a wonderful book called The 

Kingdom of God Is a Party.  The 

cover of the book features a church 

with fireworks exploding over and 

around it.  Tony writes that Jesus 

came into our world with the 

incredible Good News that the 

Kingdom of Heaven is near.  What 

is the Kingdom?  Here’s how Tony 

 

Ever since we launched our 

Strategic Plan Initiatives with our 

“Do One Thing” presentation in 

Sunday worship back in January, I 

have been excited to see the 

Kingdom of Heaven advance right 

here at Thompson Church and 

around Bucks County.   

describes it:  “In the Kingdom, all 

people will live out the life of God 

planned for them when He first 

created the human race.  In the 

Kingdom, family life, economic 

life, and political life will be lived 

out in accord with the plan of God.  

The Kingdom of God will be a 

society in which all people 

acknowledge God as King and 

relate to each other in ways 

prescribed by His love.  This 

reconstructed world, marked by 

justice, will be a world in which evil 

will be vanquished, poverty will be 

eliminated, and war will be no 

more” (p. 14). In addition the 

Kingdom of Heaven is marked by 

deep personal renewal as men, 

women, boys, and girls come to 

meet Jesus Christ and surrender 

their lives to Him.  In this way, 

Heaven comes into the heart of 

every believer. 

“Go and announce to them that the Kingdom of Heaven is near.  Heal the sick, raise the dead, cure 

those with leprosy, and cast out demons.  Give as freely as you have received!”  (Matthew 10:7, 8) 

   

“...the Kingdom of Heaven is marked by deep personal renewal as men, women, boys, and girls 

come to meet Jesus Christ and surrender their lives to Him.”  

 

 

 

A 1997 baby shower in 

anticipation of Sam 

Spencer!  Olivia 

Immordino (in the 

blue dress; she is 

Melissa Mantz’s niece) 

and Emily Lesinski 

share in the joyous 

expectation. 
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Roll Call:  The Start of Wonder-full  

      “This is a record of the ancestors 

of Jesus the Messiah, a descendant 

of David and of Abraham. Abraham 

was the father of Isaac. Isaac was 

the father of Jacob. Jacob was the 

father of Judah and his brothers. 

Judah was the father of Perez and 

Zerah (whose mother was Tamar). 

Perez was the father of Hezron. 

Hezron was the father of Ram. Ram 

was the father of Amminadab. 

Amminadab was the father of 

Nahshon. Nahshon was the father of 

Salmon. Salmon was the father of 

Boaz (whose mother was Rahab). 

Boaz was the father of Obed (whose 

mother was Ruth). Obed was the 

father of Jesse. Jesse was the father 

of King David. David was the father 

of Solomon (whose mother was 

Zerubbabel.  Zerubbabel was the 

father of Abiud. Abiud was the 

father of Eliakim. Eliakim was the 

father of Azor. Azor was the father 

of Zadok. Zadok was the father of 

Akim. Akim was the father of 

Eliud. Eliud was the father of 

Eleazar. Eleazar was the father of 

Matthan. Matthan was the father of 

Jacob.  Jacob was the father of 

Joseph, the husband of Mary. Mary 

gave birth to Jesus, who is called 

the Messiah.  

       

      All those listed above include 

four teen generat ions  from 

Abraham to David, fourteen from 

David to the Babylonian exile, and 

fourteen from the Babylonian exile 

to the Messiah.”  (Matthew 1:1-17) 

Bathsheba,  the  widow of 

Uriah).  Solomon was the father of 

Rehoboam. Rehoboam was the 

father of Abijah. Abijah was the 

father of Asa. Asa was the father of 

Jehoshaphat. Jehoshaphat was the 

father of Jehoram. Jehoram was 

the father of Uzziah. Uzziah was 

the father of Jotham. Jotham was 

the father of Ahaz. Ahaz was the 

father of Hezekiah.  Hezekiah was 

the father of Manasseh. Manasseh 

was the father of Amon. Amon was 

the father of Josiah.  Josiah was 

the father of Jehoiachin and his 

brothers (born at the time of the 

exile to Babylon).  After the 

Babylonian exile: Jehoiachin was 

the father of Shealtiel. Shealtiel 

w a s  t h e  f a t h e r  o f 

“And now that you belong to Christ, you are the true children of Abraham. You are his heirs, and 

God’s promise to Abraham belongs to you.”  (Galatians 3:29 NLT) 

 

included, something that never 

happened two thousand years ago. I 

like what writer Gail Goodwin says, 

“For reasons unknown to us, God 

may select the Judahs who sell their 

brothers into slavery, the Jacobs 

who cheat their way to first place, 

and the Davids who steal wives and 

murder rivals while simultaneously 

composing beautiful psalms of 

praise.” 

      This is how God’s wonders 

begin—with a list of names of 

incredibly ordinary, messed-up, and 

broken people . . . who remind me of 

me! God loves such people and uses 

such people. This is the Good News 

that begins in Advent and carries us 

right up to Christmas Day.  

 

— Stuart Spencer, Pastor 

alive when you know the person 

and their story.  

      Genealogies were a form of art 

and a type of entertainment for 

Jewish people in the first century. 

People would try to memorize these 

long lists.  In Matthew’s list of 

names, there are three sets of 

fourteen names, which would help 

a person learn the list.  People from 

middle-Eastern countries highly 

value history and their ancestors; 

and they know their past well. 

Today many Muslims, even those 

who are poorer and less educated, 

know the details of their religion’s 

and their region’s histories.  

      There are lots of surprises in the 

above list of names. Some names 

were purposely left out while the 

names of certain women were 

      This is how the New Testament 

begins—with a long list of names. 

Try to read the list aloud and you’ll 

have a jumble of mangled 

consonants and dangling vowels. 

H o w  d o  y o u  p r o n o u n c e 

Amminadab? Moreover, who the 

heck is he?  

      This is how the season of Advent 

begins—with a long list of names. 

So what do you do with a Scripture 

passage like this? Is there anything 

that’s more boring than a list of 

n a m e s ?  O n e  o f  t h e  b e s t 

interpretations of the many 

genealogies found on the pages of 

the Bible came from a friend of mine 

who said, “God knows how to 

pronounce all of those names 

correctly. He knows and loves every 

person on that list.”  Names come 

 “This is how God’s wonders begin—with a list of names of incredibly ordinary, messed-up, and 

broken people . . . who remind me of me!” 
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  The call in Mexico...    
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T I D I N G S  

 

The Birthmark of Service  
The Church Has Left the Building 

“The God who made the world and everything in it… 

does not live in shrines made by human hands…” (Acts 17:24) 

Aid for 
Friends: 
We held 

hands and 
Jim Seamans 

led us in 
loving prayer 

before the 
start of our 

project. 

Adopt-a-Highway:  
 
We collected 26 
bags of 
trash.  
Always 
amazing, the 
stuff thrown 
out of cars!   

This Fall as we left the church on November 5 and 6 to be the church in our 
community (and beyond!), our project volunteers shared their “Wow Moments” — 
thoughtful, reflective, and offered in praise to One who “came not to be served 
but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45)! 
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Fisherman’s Mark: 
 
Our Wow Moment was when the 
guys at Lowe’s didn’t think we’d be 
    able to finish in four hours and we  
         were done in two and a half! 

 

 

Buckingham Springs: 

After several hours of 
pulling weeds on our 
knees, we were grateful 
for the arrival of an 
eager team from 
Forest Grove 
Presbyterian Church 
who took over this 
project! 



 

  The call in Mexico...    
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 Good News Home 
for Women:  Our 
Wow Moment was 
fulfilling 
Ernestine’s (the 
Executive 
Director’s) vision 
for painting a wall 
with clouds (as a 
background for a 
Giving Tree 
whereby donors 
get leaves) and to 
learn that 
Ernestine is now 
cancer free! 

 

Grocery Store Food Collection: 
 
One lady shopped for EVERY item on our 
shopping list — over 20 items! 

Good Stuff Thrift:  Our Wow Moment was 
knowing that the donations we picked up will 
benefit so many of God’s children in Bucks 
County! 
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Kirkwood Camp: 
 
We were surrounded by 
wild beauty, from the 
colorful leaves on the 
trees to the Bald Eagle 
that was circling over our 
heads.  Even the rocks 
under our feet made us 
feel God’s presence at 
Kirkwood! 

New Hope 
Manor: 

 
One resident 
shared, “This 

is the best time 
I’ve had in ten 

years!” 
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  The call in Mexico...    
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Operation 
Paperback: 
 
We loved packing up 
children’s books that 
will go to children 
who live on a NATO 
base in Europe and 
a base where they’ll 
get a book when 
they visit the 
pediatrician. 

Getting Our House in Order: 
 
We were able to work 
together with a whole group 
of people in a small room 
without kicking over a can 
of paint.  (Wow!) 

The Village: 
 

Our Wow Moment was 
realizing that something 

as mundane and simple as 
dusting and sorting will 

make such a difference in 
people’s lives. 



 

T I D I N G S  

P A G E  

9  

 

 

 

 

 

 

World Vision Hygiene Kits 

We were Wowed 
by the notes of 
encouragement 
written by the 
children and by 
how much 
enthusiasm the 
whole team 
showed toward 
filling all 150 
hygiene kits! 

Feeding the Homeless in 
Trenton:  As our group was 
passing out lunches and 
clothing to the homeless, we 
were blessed to see that even 
though they did not have much, 
their hearts were “other 
focused,” even in the midst of 
their challenging situations. 

The Welcome Church in Philadelphia:   
 
We were Wowed by how serving 
someone a cup of coffee just the way 
they like it becomes an act of 
receiving them for exactly who they 
are — how an ordinary act can 
suddenly become holy and dignifying 
for the giver and receiver. 
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The Birthmark of Fellowship  
Our New Fall Festival 

“The grace of  the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of  God, and the fellowship 

of  the Holy Spirit, be with you all.”  (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

Our first Fall Festival, sponsored by the  

Membership Development Committee, was a great success! 

Nearly 100 people attended this fun event that started out  
with a scrumptious potluck brunch.  Great food — and fellowship! —  

made for smiles all around! 
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Kids had a great time 

in the “bounce house,” 

which really gave their 

spirits a lift! 

 

Activities also included 

pumpkin decorating, 

and some took the 

creative challenge very 

seriously! 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Joanne Clark won the apple pie bake-off.  Silas Jefferson 
(kids’ division) and Grant Farmer (adult division) won the pie-
eating contest — a very competitive sport that included Pastor 

Stuart Spencer and Associate Pastor Bailey Heckman! 
 

The picture-perfect day contributed to the wonderful start of 
what we hope will now be an annual tradition!  

There 

were  

Fall 

crafts 

and 

games 

for all  

ages . . .  

We also enjoyed cookie 
decorating, a scavenger 
hunt, gourmet popcorn, 
and entertainment 
provided by Grant 
Farmer and his worship 
band. 
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“The Heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky 
above proclaims His handiwork.” 

(Psalm 19:1) 

 

  

 

 

The Birthmark of Fellowship  
Our Senior Luncheon 

They all joined together to provide a 
lively, humorous, and “pitch 

perfect” performance! 

The harmonious sounds of “New Kid on the Block,” a barbershop quartet, filled 
Fellowship Hall on October 15 for our Senior Luncheon, which was sponsored 

by our Deacons.  

The diverse quartet included 
an attorney, a college 

freshman, a retired Naval 
officer who now teaches 
high school, and a globe-

trotting business executive! 
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Be sure to join our Deacons for our 
next Senior Luncheon in the Spring!    

As you can see 
from the photos, 
courtesy of Jeff 
Berry, a great 

time was had by 
all!!   
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“The Heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky 
above proclaims His handiwork.” 

(Psalm 19:1) 

 

 

Please seek out these newest members of our church family, 

and be sure to give them a warm welcome! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

The Birthmark of Fellowship  
Please Welcome Our New Members! 

Rachel Hems-Miller and her 

family are from New Hope and 

she is so glad to become a 

member of TMPC!  She has five 

children:  Devin, Marcus, Tiara, 

and the two youngest that you 

usually see with her at TMPC, 

Olive and Izzi.  They are both 

very happy and active little girls 

(Olive is in the youth choirs), and 

they really look forward to the 

snacks after coffee hour! Rachel 

wears many hats — teacher, 

cheerleading coach, girl scout 

leader, fitness coach, jewelry 

stylist, and pie baker.  She 

appreciates how our TMPC family 

has welcomed her and her 

family.    

Kerry and Tyler Nickels live in 

Washington Crossing, PA. 

They have an adorable, busy, 

18-month-old daughter named 

Isabelle. They enjoy exploring 

beautiful Bucks County and 

spending time with their 

families. Kerry and Tyler have 

gotten involved with the 

Parents with Young Children 

Small Group and are enjoying 

it tremendously.  

Marina Atwood lives in 

Southampton, PA.  She has 

two grown children, Chrissy 

a n d  M a r k ,  a n d  t w o 

grandchildren, Aaron and 

Greta.  She is very happy to 

have become a member of 

TMPC! 
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Join Us for Our Christmas Musical 
(And Welcome Our Penguin Friends!) 

 

 

 

 

 

Journey with us to the Polar Pet Park along with Miss LaToe from the Blue 
Spruce Middle School for a fun “holiday” school trip.  What the penguins at 

the park would like to know is why the school kids don’t mention or 
understand the real meaning of Christmas, when Jesus was born.   

 
To help the kids discover the real meaning of Christmas, Paco the Penguin (who wears a 
sombrero), Pinky the Penguin (who wears a tutu), Puffy the Penguin (who loves to eat), 

and Cody (an ordinary penguin) are on a mission to help Miss LaToe’s class understand 
the real story of Christmas.  This is a “trip” — and a message — you won’t want to miss! 

 

 

We are excited to offer an event your whole family can enjoy!  On 
Sunday, December 18, at 9:45 a.m. our children’s choirs will present the 

musical Christmas in Black and White.   



 

  The call in Mexico...    
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The Birthmark of Discipleship 
Christian Education and Youth Events 

 

Celebrating Advent in Our Sunday School 
Advent is a time of waiting in expectation for our Savior’s birth.  Waiting is difficult, 

particularly when you are a bright-eyed child who is overflowing with the excitement and 

wonder of Christmas!  To encourage this wonder, this year 

we are going to explore the meaning of Christmas through 

exciting weekly workshops that include art, cooking, 

science, and a film — all reinforcing the story of 

Christmas. As Advent approaches, think about how you 

will prepare to welcome the newborn King.  Do you set up 

the nativity set all at once or wait to place the baby Jesus 

until Christmas? Do you have an Advent calendar? Do you read a special devotion each 

morning of the Advent season? Whatever you do to prepare for Christmas, it is our prayer 

that you continue to keep Christ at the center.   

 

Youth Group Service Project 
On Saturday, November 19, 9:00-11:00 a.m., we will gather at Thompson 

to help put together 100 meals for Aid for Friends.  Aid for Friends, one of 

the largest and most established programs in Pennsylvania for home-

delivered meals, serves 300,000 free dinners, as well as 58,000 containers 

of soup and 42,000 breakfast bags, to 1,700 home-bound people each 

year.  We will be helping with just a small portion of that. All middle 

school and high school youth are invited to come and lend a helping hand! 

 

Youth Group Christmas Party 
Christmas is a time to spread good cheer and spend time with friends and 

family.  On Friday, December 16, 5:00-8:00 p.m., we will be doing just 

that!  We will begin our evening at Thompson before heading out to sing 

carols at New Hope Manor. The residents there love to join in the 

singing, and we stay to have cookies and hot chocolate with them, which 

is a special treat for all of us! We then return to Thompson for the Youth 

Group Christmas Party, where we will have dinner, play games, and 

enjoy a white-elephant gift exchange. All middle school and high school 

youth are invited and are welcome to bring along their friends! 

 

Youth Mission Trips 
Our annual mission trips are one of the highlights of our year as a youth group!  Mark 

your calendars and save the dates!  

Middle School Mission Trip:  July 23-29 at Kirkwood Camp 

High School Mission Trip:  July 9-15 with the Center for Student Missions in Philadelphia 
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                                               To TMPC Members and Families: 
 
MMAC has had a wonderful, eleven-year run.  Each year the campers had the 

pleasure of enjoying an engaging, faith-enriching week that was made 

possible by many volunteers, staff, and the board of MMAC.  

 

Over the years attendance at the camp has varied but the last 

several years have been on the lower side.  Despite our efforts to 

promote the camp in numerous ways, we have not been able to 

increase enrollment.  While it is always good to positively 

impact any number of campers, regardless of how few they 

might be, we have to balance that impact against the investment 

of volunteer and staff time as well as money. 

 
Considering the time required to prepare, recruit, organize, set 

up, and run the camp, the number of staff needed, and the funding necessary to operate the 

camp, the board has decided that we will no longer offer MMAC.  This was not an easy 

decision.  Several on the board have been involved since day one, and others have contributed 

significantly with their time and talents.  Changes involving TMPC staff have also impacted 

the camp.  When we started, there was a full-time Music Director and a full-time Christian 

Education leader supporting the camp.  Now the Music Director is part time and the new 

Christian Education position starting in January is only 15 hours.  It is unfair to these TMPC 

staff persons to expect them to support the camp in the way it needs to be done, given the limited 

time they are contracted for by TMPC.  That is not to say they are not willing.  In fact, the 

TMPC staff has always gone well above and beyond any contracted requirements. 

 

The board has discussed this in depth and spent time praying for guidance.  All members of the 

board have been given an opportunity to express their thoughts on the future of the camp.  

Bottom line:  we will not run the camp as it has been in past years.  Instead we will seek to find 

an alternative use of the remaining funds.  Offering an MMAC scholarship that is based on the 

remaining funds is surfacing as a reasonable option.  

 

Thank you for all your support for MMAC and I look forward to updating you on our plans 

once they have been determined. 

Mike Cappeto 
 

MMAC Board Members:  Michael Cappeto, Chair; John Davis, Jaimie Gatto, Tracey Jefferson, 

        Judy Marth, Melissa Michael, Tricia Murphy, Janice Slack 

A Fond Farewell to Marcia’s Music 
and Arts Camp (MMAC) 



 

  The call in Mexico...    
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Not powerful.  
 

Not influencial. 
 

Without authority or wealth or earthly 

position or status. 
 

In fact Mary’s position, in her own words, is 

one of “lowliness” (Luke 1:48).  She is a 

young, Jewish girl – some commentators (e.g., 

John MacArthur, Grace to You; http://

www.gty.org/resources/sermons/42-13/) 

estimate that Mary was about 13 years old – 

with no particular, recorded worldly 

advantages.  Even her hometown of Nazareth – 

the site of a Roman garrison and part of a 

trade route often frequented by Gentiles – contributes to her less-than-advantageous position as it was 

held in disdain by the Jews (“Can anything good come from Nazareth?” [John 1:46]). 
 

And reputation?  That was about to get much worse – not for lack of trust in the Lord, but because 

of it. 

“Pregnant, unwed teenager” would 

easily top the charts at the time as 

clearly verboten in Jewish society.  

Joseph and Mary were both likely 

aware of the Jewish law:  not only 

could Mary’s “compromised” state 

bring with it a harsh social stigma 

but also the potential for stoning 

(depending on how the Jewish 

authorities chose to interpret Mary’s 

case; see Deuteronomy 22:23-24), a 

threat no doubt exacerbated by 

Joseph’s plans to break their 

engagement (which in the Jewish 

culture of the day required a 

“divorce”), even though Joseph 

intended to do it “quietly” (Matthew 

1:19) – perhaps as much for his own sake as for Mary’s? 

“...for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance,  
but the LORD looks on the heart.”  (1 Samuel 16:7b) 

The Birthmark of Faith 
 There’s Something about Mary . . .  

Your Fearless Is Showing! 

 

 

http://www.gty.org/resources/sermons/42-13/
http://www.gty.org/resources/sermons/42-13/
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  Psssssst . . .  
 

Did You Hear?  
 

Mary’s sole defense, the 

miracle revealed to her by 

an angel, may also have 

provided the greatest 

fodder for the whisperers 

and murmurers:  
 

. . . A conception by the 

Holy Spirit? 
 

And you know this —  

how??   
 

(Really?!) 

 

You’ve Gotta Have Faith (a-Faith, a-Faith . . . ) 
 

We do not know from Scripture how many people became privy to the shocking back-story of 

Mary’s pregnancy, although it seems clear from Luke’s account that Mary had shared the 

miraculous news with her cousin Elizabeth, who responds by encouraging Mary’s faith (“And 

blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the 

Lord” [Luke 1:45]) and expressing her own (“And why has this happened to me, that the 

mother of my Lord comes to me?” [Luke 1:43]).  Tradition also holds that Luke himself, when 

writing his Gospel account, may have spoken to Mary personally and therefore recorded with 

faithful precision, as the careful physician that he was, words he had heard directly from Mary 

herself.  Nevertheless, others who felt bound by the strict moral code in the Jewish culture of the 

time may have been less kind, given that even the “righteous” (Matthew 1:19) Joseph, who had 

pledged himself (and, it would seem, his deep love) for Mary chose to withdraw his support from 

her in this time of personally threatening controversy – until he is confronted by an angel in a 

dream (Matthew 1:20-21).   

 
Men Behaving Badly 
 

In fact the backdrop for Mary’s story of miraculous conception is one of unbelief by righteous men.  

In addition to Joseph, who had to be compelled by the appearance of an angel, the priest Zechariah 

(husband to Mary’s cousin Elizabeth) responds to his miraculous news (that in his old age he will 

become the father of John the Baptist) with unbelief, even when it is delivered to him by an 

angel!  Unlike Mary, Zechariah is a man of position, “who belonged to the priestly order of 

Abijah” (Luke 1:5), and Zechariah’s wife is a woman of impeccable lineage, as she is “a 

descendant of Aaron [Moses’ brother]” (Luke 1:5).  A real power couple:  religious elite meets 

Jewish blue blood.  

 

“...a person is a Jew who is one inwardly, and real circumcision is a matter of the heart – it is spiritual 
and not literal.  Such a person receives praise not from others but from God.”  (Romans 2:29) 



 

  The call in Mexico...    
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Speechless!  
 

The word righteous, when Luke 

describes Zechariah and Elizabeth, 

refers to observing “all the 

commandments and regulations of 

the Lord” (Luke 1:6) – a definition 

that perhaps applies to Joseph as well.  

Zechariah successfully aligns his 

o u t w a r d  b e h a v i o r  w i t h 

commandments and regulations while 

at the same time harboring a heart of 

unbelief.  The problem for Zechariah 

is that, despite all signs of obedience, 

“without faith it is impossible to 

please God” (Hebrews 11:6), a truism 

underscored by the angel Gabriel, 

who soundly rebukes Zechariah:  

“But now, because you did not believe 

my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day 

these things occur” (Luke 1:20).  Gabriel effectively prevents the priest Zechariah from speaking 

authoritatively about the God of Israel until he can do so with a believing heart. 

 

Zechariah’s response to Gabriel’s news is even more startling when pictured against Mary’s, and 

Luke’s account moves strategically from one to the other.  The context suggests that Zechariah should 

have been highly motivated to believe:  while Mary’s news brought with it the threat of severe 

harm to her reputation, the fulfillment of the promise made to Zechariah would enhance his own, as 

a male heir seemed to be the one credential missing from Zechariah’s considerable social portfolio.  

Mary seems to have everything to lose (her fiancé, 

relationships with family and friends, her reputation, 

perhaps even her life) while Zechariah has 

everything to gain (not only the all-important 

male heir but also enhanced social standing even 

among the priesthood, as he would become the 

father of one who “will be great in the sight of the 

Lord . . . with the spirit and power of Elijah” (Luke 

1:15a, 17a).  For Mary the fulfillment of the news 

could be a source of social shame; for Zechariah it 

would remove it (childlessness carrying a palpable 

social stigma at that time in Jewish culture).  Yet 

Mary chooses belief in spite of the potential risks; 

Zechariah chooses unbelief in spite of the potential 

rewards. 

 

 

But earthly advantages, even in the form of religious status, are not requirements for faith and 

may not, in and of themselves, even lead to faith. 
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     Touched by an Angel 
 

It’s true that Mary questions the angel Gabriel (“How can this be, since I am a virgin?” [Luke 

1:34]), but Gabriel’s response suggests that Mary is merely asking about the mechanics, which 

Gabriel is happy to provide (“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you . . . ” [Luke 1:35a]).  Zechariah, on the other hand, seems to be 

challenging Gabriel with whether this will actually happen (“How will I know that this is so?  

For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years” [Luke 1:18]), prompting Gabriel’s Do 

You Know Who I Am?! response (“I am Gabriel.  I stand in the presence of God, and I 

have been sent to speak to you and to give you this good news.  But now, because you 

did not believe my words…” [Luke 1:19-20a]). 

 

The contrast between the “righteous” religious leader who responds in unbelief and the “lowly” 

teenager who responds in faith seems to signal a seminal movement in the New Testament from 

the obedience of behavior to “the obedience of faith” – a phrase employed by the Apostle Paul 

at the beginning (Romans 1:5) and end (Romans 16:26) of his letter to the Romans, as if to 

bookmark his whole theological treatise with this revolutionary idea.  Although obedience in the 

Old Testament often focuses on the law, Paul points to the early roots of this idea in Abraham: 

“For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants 

through the law but through 

t h e  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  o f 

faith” (Romans 4:13). 

  

And Mary’s early life, as we 

see it in the opening of Luke’s 

Gospel, is a bold picture of this 

“righteousness of faith.” 

  

The context for Mary: 

Whispering and murmuring...  

A failure of morality?   

...of sanity? 

A threat against her life. 

  

The outcome: 

A response of faith. 

 

In one sense Mary had what we can all have, regardless of our position, heritage, or social and 

economic status:  an open and believing heart toward the true and living God.  In this 

season of new life and new hope, we focus on the Savior who offers us both, trusting that – 

even in the most challenging of divine calls on our lives – He will give us the grace to respond 

with “the obedience of faith” modeled so poignantly in Mary: 

“Here am I, the servant of  the Lord.  

Let it be with me according to your Word” (Luke 1:38).       
 

—Cynthia Tuleja, Communications and Administration 
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Thanksgiving Vespers Service and Dinner 

Join us on November 20 at 5:00 p.m. in our Sanctuary for our Vespers Service, 
followed by a full Thanksgiving dinner at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Please sign 

up at The Table of Well Wishing and indicate whether you can cook a turkey or 
bring a dessert.  Questions?  Contact Michael Murray. 

 

Longest Night:  Soup-and-Bread Supper with Evening Prayer 
For many people, the holiday season can be a painful ordeal.  Loved ones who have 

passed away are remembered. Strained marriages feel more strained. Tension drives 

some families into cold silence or red-hot shouting matches.  On December 6 we 

offer an evening with supper and worship for those who need a break and a refuge.  

A soup-and-bread supper will begin at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, followed by a 

simple service of Evening Prayer held in the Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Advent Morning Prayer Group 
On the four Thursdays of Advent, Pastor Stuart 

Spencer will lead a time for Morning Prayer in 

the Chapel from 8:15 to 9:00 a.m. Stuart will be 

presenting insights into prayer, followed by the 

opportunity to reflect, meditate, and seek God 

through prayer.  Morning Prayer is offered on 

December 1, 8, 15, and 22.  

 

Christmas Eve:  Worship Services  
Join us on Saturday, Dec. 24, as we celebrate with joyful worship the incarnation of 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

4:30 p.m.:  Family Service in Fellowship Hall 
Children (and children at heart) are invited to Fellowship Hall for this lively family 

service, which will include special music from all of the children’s choirs. 

         7:30 p.m.:  Lessons and Carols in the Sanctuary  
This worship service will include many readings from Scripture that lead us 

to a deeper understanding of God’s gift to us in Jesus Christ.  Between 

readings, enjoy singing carols along with the congregation. 

         10:30 p.m.:  Candlelight Communion Service in the Sanctuary  
Come and celebrate the Good News of great joy with a message by Pastor Spencer 

and participation by our vocal and bell choirs.  We will also celebrate the Lord’s 

Supper and ring in Christmas morning at the stroke of midnight.   

 

    Christmas Day:  Worship Service and Community Brunch 
On Sunday, Dec. 25, join us for carols and worship at our one service in the 

Sanctuary at 9:30 a.m.  (We will not have a Christian Education Hour.)  

Following our worship service, we will meet in Fellowship Hall for a 

Community Brunch.  Come and bring a neighbor! 

 

“For 

unto us 

a Child 

is born, 

unto us 

a Son is 

given…” 

 

(Isaiah 

9:6a) 

T I D I N G S  

Worshipping in Spirit and in Truth 



 

 

 

 

 

“I am 

bringing 

you 

Good 

News of 

great joy 

for all 

the 

people…” 

 

(Luke 

2:10b) 

The Refining, Teaching Work of the Spirit 

Family Education Program on Addiction 
In November Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church (TMPC)  and Doylestown 

Presbyterian Church (DPC) began partnering to present the PRO-ACT Family 

Education Program.  This three-week class offers basic information on the nature 

of addiction, the meaning of recovery, and the resources available to help.  A fourth 

session offers a time for prayer for those who desire it.  TMPC is hosting the first 

class; the sessions began on November 2, and the final session meets on November 

23.  DPC will host the same class on Thursdays in December.  All sessions are held 

from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.  TMPC and DPC will alternate hosting into 2017 and beyond.  

If you have questions, please contact Stuart Spencer or Tom Barford.  

 For information or to register for the class, visit:  

https://www.councilsepa.org/programs/pro-act/. 
 

                   Just for Men 
Pastor Spencer leads a monthly meeting for 

men on the first Wednesday of each month.  

This includes sharing joys and concerns, 

praying, and discussing a devotional 

reading, Deep Down Faith.  Join us in the 

Chapel from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. 
 

 Men’s Retreat 
The men of our church will head north for a wintery get-away, January 27-29, 

2017. Tim Sager and a few other friends are graciously opening their mountain 

homes on Fairview Lake.  Rev. Dr. Doug Hoglund, Senior Pastor of the Woodside 

Presbyterian Church in Yardley, is our guest speaker.  Doug will lead a series of 

studies entitled, “Don’t Be a Caveman.”  We’ll explore how to break free of our 

isolation and busyness to connect more deeply with God and each other. We’re 

hoping for some cold weather and snow for ice skating, skiing, and snow-mobile 

riding.  Registration forms are available on The Table of Well Wishing.  Men can 

also register through our website: http://tmpc.org/retreats/. 

Please register by January 8.  
 

Annual Meeting  
On Sunday, February 26, at 12:30 p.m. we will meet for our Annual Meeting of the 

Congregation and Corporation. Please plan to take part in this important day when we 

attend to our family business. Copies of the 2016 Annual Report will be available the 

Sunday before the meeting. We meet in Fellowship Hall, 

where we will enjoy lunch together beforehand.  
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https://www.councilsepa.org/programs/pro-act/
http://tmpc.org/retreats/


 

Our Mission: 

We are a joyful family called by God 

through Jesus Christ and 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to:  

welcome all, share our faith, love 

each other, serve the world, and 

glorify God. 

Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church 
1680 Aquetong Road 
New Hope, PA  18938 

Office:  215-862-2440         Fax:  215-862-9046 

Teaching Elder/Pastor (Sabbath:  Monday)  Stuart H. Spencer sspencer@tmpc.org 

Teaching Elder/Associate Pastor (Sabbath: Friday) Bailey Pruner  bpruner@tmpc.org 

Director of Christian Education for Children and Youth  Patty Gatto pgatto@tmpc.org 

Communications and Administration Cynthia Tuleja ctuleja@tmpc.org 

Church Accountant Linda Landis llandis@tmpc.org 

Organist/Accompanist Colton Martin cmartin@tmpc.org 

Choir Director Patricia Murphy pmurphy@tmpc.org 

Contemporary Worship Music Leader Grant Farmer gfarmer@tmpc.org 

Seminary Interns Kevin Vollrath and Joel Wood   

Sexton  George Salt  

Business Administrator (Volunteer) Sue Schaub sschaub@tmpc.org 

                            

“I came 

that they 

may have 

     life 

and have it 

abundantly.” 
 

(John 10:10) 

 

 

Regular Sunday Morning Worship Schedule 
8:30 — Traditional Service 

(Sanctuary) 
11:00 — Contemporary Service  

(Fellowship Hall) 
 

Mission Statement 
“We are a joyful family called by God  
through Jesus Christ and empowered 

by the Holy Spirit to:  welcome all, share 
our faith, love each other, serve the  

world, and glorify God.” 
 

Visit us at tmpc.org. 

Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church 
1680 Aquetong Road 
New Hope, PA  18938 

 

Office:  215-862-2440     Fax:  215-862-9046 

Teaching Elder/Pastor (Sabbath:  Monday)  Stuart H. Spencer sspencer@tmpc.org 

Teaching Elder/Associate Pastor (Sabbath: Friday) Bailey Heckman  bheckman@tmpc.org 

Communications and Administration Cynthia Tuleja ctuleja@tmpc.org 

Church Accountant Linda Landis llandis@tmpc.org 

Organist/Accompanist Colton Martin cmartin@tmpc.org 

Choir Director Patricia Murphy pmurphy@tmpc.org 

Contemporary Worship Music Leader Grant Farmer gfarmer@tmpc.org 

Seminary Interns Kelly LePenske and Jean Wilkinson  

Sexton  George Salt  

Business Administrator (Volunteer) Sue Schaub sschaub@tmpc.org 

 

Merry Christmas! 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services, p. 22 
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