
 

belongs to God and not to 

us’ (2 Corinthians 4:7).” 

 

Well said, young fella! 

The longer I work as a 

pastor, the more I see my 

own cracks, but I 

certainly see much more 

the power and grace of 

God in my life. I thank 

God for my cracks 

because the light of God 

can shine through. I 

wrote the following about 

my leadership style: 

 

“I think of myself as an 

encourager, as one who 

invites others to find their 

own place and vision. 

Friends have commented 

on my ability to make 

people feel at ease. One 

psychologist has said 

t h a t ,  m o r e  t h a n 

anything, people need 

someone in their lives 

who has an ‘irrational 

attachment’ to them. In 

other words, we all need 

(Continued on page 2) 

What were you up to 

twenty years ago in the 

fall of 1995? I can tell 

you what I was doing. I 

was in the process of 

becoming your pastor. On 

Sunday, October 22, 1995 

I  p r e a c h e d  m y 

candidating sermon here. 

Back then we had one 

Sunday morning worship 

service at 10:45. You 

elected me as your 

Pastor. I began my 

ministry a few weeks 

l a t e r  d u r i n g 

Thanksgiving week. I 

was installed on a Sunday 

afternoon in December.  

  

Twenty years! I can’t 

believe it. That’s a long 

time anywhere, especially 

in the pulpit. The average 

pastorate lasts about 5-7 

years. When I started, 

the staff consisted of the 

Director of Music, 

Secretary, and Sexton. 

The final position is still 

held by George Salt, the 

only person who has been 

around longer than I! 

You can’t get rid of some 

of us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In October of 1994 I 

created a Personal 

Information Form that I 

circulated to churches 

where I had an interest in 

serving. Recently I was 

reading that old form, 

which included my 

thoughts about ministry: 

 

“Who I am and what I do 

as  a  pas tor  are 

intertwined.  The pastor 

is a complex mixture of 

strong and weak, clear 

and uncertain. Paul 

speaks to this when he 

writes, ‘We have this 

treasure in clay jars, so 

that it may be clear that 

this extraordinary power 

“20!” 
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Back in the Day... 
“In 1995 Kathy and I were relatively new members 

of TMPC.  The church had gone through a difficult 

time the previous two or three years with the loss of 

Pastor Don Mairs, although we were blessed to have 

a wonderful interim pastor, Paul Rhebergen.   

“We first met Stuart and Leslie at a meet-and-greet 

hosted by the Murrays.  Our first impression of 

Stuart was, of course, ‘Boy, he’s tall!’ But as we 

observed the Spencers move through the well-wishers 

that had gathered that evening, we noted how easily 

and gracefully he and Leslie interacted with 

everyone. Within the first few seconds of meeting 

Stuart, Kathy mentioned that I am a lawyer 

(probably indicating that I would need extra 

intercessional prayer).  In the few minutes that we 

spoke to Stuart and Leslie, we realized that the 

Pastoral Search Committee had nailed it. Stuart 

appeared to be, and over the last twenty years has 

proven himself to be, a true Christian leader and 

teacher of the Word.” 

                            — Blessings, Steve and Kathy Sailer 

 

“Stuart brought me out of retirement!  I had been the 

Organist/Choir Director for 35 years at TMPC and 

thought I had retired; but after experiencing Stuart’s 

ministry for a few years, I knew I wanted to work 

alongside him.  After he was here for a few years, my 

old position became available, so I reapplied for the 

job and was rehired. It was my honor and my 

pleasure to be on staff with Stuart. During that time 

we established a choir exchange program with his 

brother, Scott, and his church in Massachusetts.  

Every other year we would travel up there with one 

of our choirs and they would come down here the 

next year. Both congregations enjoyed the exchange. 

 

“I also had a ‘heart-to-heart’ talk with Stuart many 

years ago, suggesting that he drove too fast and 

should seriously consider slowing down when 

driving! Just because he is a minister didn’t mean he 

was immune to speed limits!” 

 

                                                               — Janice Slack 

 

 

                    “20!” 
someone who is crazy about us.” 

 

Pastors had better be encouragers. The longer I live, 

the harder life seems. And it sure isn’t easy following 

Jesus seriously, either. I hope I am an encourager 

still. I hope that I maintain an irrational attachment 

to this congregation because I’m still crazy about 

you.  

 

I wrote this about how I go about my work as a 

pastor:  “I also believe that I must build my own life 

on the spiritual disciplines of prayer, meditation on 

God’s Word, silence, and accountability with other 

members of God’s family. Too often in the church we 

rush past these habits to do some kind of activity.”  

My commitment to practicing the spiritual 

disciplines hasn’t changed but has only grown for me 

in the twenty years that I’ve served you. I still believe 

this is where ministry begins. The greatest growth 

I’ve experienced since 1995 is in the area of 

accountability. Many people hold me accountable as 

a pastor, husband, father, and friend. Such 

friendships break me out of deadly isolation.  

 

Time flies when you’re having fun. I guess that’s true 

because the time has flown. Thank you, Thompson 

Church, for your love, support, patience, and 

kindness to me for all these years.  

 

                                               —Stuart Spencer, Pastor 
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A 1997 baby shower in 

anticipation of Sam 

Spencer!  Olivia 

Immordino (in the 

blue dress; she is 

Melissa Mantz’s niece) 

and Emily Lesinski 

share in the joyous 

expectation. 

 

Session members appreciate Stuart’s leadership, especially in devoting the first 

thirty minutes of our monthly meetings to the study of Scripture and prayer. 

                                                                            —Bob Auwarter, Clerk of Session 

 

Stuart and his brother, Scott, about two 

weeks after Stuart arrived at TMPC  

Stuart in his office,  

just after arriving at TMPC 
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AWomen’s 

Bible Study 

group, circa 

2000; some 

familiar faces 

include Les 

Davis (the 

hostess), Carol 

Carpenter, 

Nancy 

Quanstrom, 

Janice Slack, 

Pat Risell, 

Sandy 

Langknecht, 

Marcia 

Cappeto, and 

Immi Gramm 

 
Very soon after Stuart came to Thompson, 

he demonstrated his ability to “roll with the 

punches.” At an early children’s sermon, 

Stuart was offering a clever lesson on 

temptation.  He had engaged the children, 

explained the concept, and built up to a 

powerful finale; and then he asked a little 

girl how much she really wanted the peanut 

butter cup in his hand.  Unfortunately, he 

picked little Jaimie Gatto, who stood up and 

said, “No, thank you. I’m allergic to peanut 

butter.” That could have been the end of the 

lesson; however, Stuart went on, not missing 

a beat, and “rolled with the punches” to a 

successful completion.  Congratulations, 

Stuart, on 20 years of “rolling with the 

punches!” 

                          
                        —

Patty Gatto                          
                          

                          
                          

            

 

The burgeoning 

Spencer family, 

 circa 2004 
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Then and Now . . . 

 

 

Stuart and Sam (age four) from our 

Deep End Café ministry in 

Lambertville.  Our church ran this 

coffee house and ministry for about 

two years in 2003-2004 (or so ).  

 

 

 

 

 

Good to the last 

bite!  

Sam, Stuart, Miles, 

and Leslie Spencer 

at the December 6, 

2015 celebratory 

coffee hour in 

honor of Stuart’s 

20 years at 

TMPC... 

“Pastor Stuart has a gift for speaking Scripture into people’s lives, no matter what season they are 

in.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, he can challenge us when we get comfortable, and comfort 

us when we are challenged.  One of the most profound things he often says is that when God speaks, 

we live…What a powerful affirmation of our Christian faith.  I know my family is grateful to hear 

and know that message, and for Stuart’s pastoral care and leadership at TMPC.” 

                                   
                                   

                                   
                          —Michelle Summerson 

“Our initial reaction to meeting Stuart 

when he first arrived was ‘glad tidings:  

the long wait is over!’ ” 
               —Dick and Nancy Quanstrom 

 

“The balcony camera loves 

him.” 

 

“I always see eye-to-eye with 

Stuart.” 

 

—John Davis 
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In the summer of 2015 the Property Committee 

addressed some long-overdue maintenance 

projects.   

 

The Sanctuary 

and Fellowship 

Hall exteriors 

received several 

coats of paint.   

 

 

Where there was wood rot, the trim was repaired.  

Portions of the upper reaches of the Sanctuary 

were in particular need of some TLC.  

 

In addition both the upper and lower parking lots 

were hot-tarred, sealed, and then striped.  The 

previous winters had not been kind to the asphalt, 

and this work will help in our fight against the ice, 

snow, and salt that will be thrust upon us in the 

coming months.  

 

Saving the best for last:  Session approved 

replacing the flagstone and railings outside the 

Sanctuary entrance.  A contractor was engaged, 

and the work has progressed well.  It will be 

completed before the winter fully sets in. 

 

In September the Session, with the Deacons and 

members of the Long-Range Planning Committee, 

worked on developing Action Plans for the Core 

Value Initiatives of our Strategic Plan. On 

Saturday, September 12, the Session, along with 

members of the Deacons and the congregation, 

participated in a half-day work day on Strategic 

Plan Initiatives. 

 

The Worship and Music Committee reported that a 

repair and upgrade of the electronic components of 

the Sanctuary organ will be undertaken in the near 

future.  While this repair is being done, the organ 

will be “out of commission.”  

 

In October the Session received the following new 

members:  Doris and Paul Johnson, Johanna and 

Randall Kenner, and Rachel and Albert Matulis.  

We also received back from Florida former 

members Judy and Bill Marth. 

 

The Session voted to approve the baptism of Miles 

Matulis, son of Rachael and Albert Matulis, on 

November 15 during the 11:00 a.m. service.  The 

Session voted to approve the recommendation of 

the Cemetery Committee and to accept the 

proposed settlement of the Leopold Estate. Since 

there are several parties included in the settlement, 

we anticipate that the monies from George’s estate 

will be received by the church sometime after the 

first of the year. 

 

Pastor Pruner will hold meetings to help in the use 

of the Church Community Builder in the church 

website.  

 

In His Service, 

Bob Auwarter 

Clerk of Session 

Session Highlights Property Updates 
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e-Giving via... 

Important facts: 

 If you are currently giving through EasyTithe 

and have a recurring plan set up through the end 

of the year, you may continue to use that plan.  

 You may start using BluePay now; in fact several 

givers already have!   

 If you have an existing EasyTithe recurring plan, 

you should delete that plan before starting a 

BluePay recurring plan; otherwise, you will have 

two plans going.  While TMPC appreciates double 

donations, your budget may not! 

 When you log in and are using the CCB part of 

the website, CCB only has access to the new 

donation system. If you run a report of your 

donations, CCB only knows about the BluePay 

donations; it does not have access to your 

EasyTithe information.   

 For security reasons your credit card and 

expiration date are not stored on the CCB site. 

This means that when your expiration date 

changes, you need to delete your plan and then 

add a new one.   Yes, this is an inconvenience.  

However, it also lowers the risk that your data 

can get hacked. 

 

Coming soon:  a help video on our website explaining 

how to donate online!   

 

Online giving is a great way to make a one-time or 

recurring donation to TMPC!  You can easily set up a 

plan so that you don’t have to take the time to write a 

check on Sunday morning or to find your box of 

envelopes.  It has the added advantage of keeping your 

giving current even if you miss a Sunday, which helps 

the church to receive consistent funding.  

 

In the past we have used EasyTithe to handle online 

giving.  With the new TMPC website we are moving to 

BluePay, which is linked to Church Community Builder 

(CCB).  (This is the site you see when you log in from 

our website.)  BluePay charges less per transaction 

than EasyTithe, so the church pays less in bank fees to 

process your credit card or to withdraw funds from 

your checking account. 

 

TMPC will have both plans available until the end of 

this year.  Starting in January of 2016, however, we ask 

that all e-givers transition to the new system.  If you 

access the TMPC website (www.tmpc.org), on the 

homepage click on the Giving at Thompson button; it 

will take you to the Giving page.  The top of the page 

will give you access to the new system; at the bottom of 

the page there is a button for access to EasyTithe.  Or 

you can simply follow this link:  http://tmpc.org/giving. 

 

 

 

   Our New Website 

 

http://www.tmpc.org
http://tmpc.org/giving
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New Life in Christ:  the Call of the Spirit 
 

“This, then, is the witness:  God has given us eternal life, and this life is ours in His Son.  

Whoever has the Son, has this life…” (1 John 5:11-12a TEV) 

 

In this season we focus on the baby Jesus, not because it makes a quaint manger scene 

at Christmas, but because the incarnation of Christ as an infant dramatically demonstrates 

the divine offer of new life “which shall be to all people” (Luke 2:10).  Today as we follow 

the call of faith we experience and witness myriad expressions of this new life in the Spirit! 

 

              Seminary Intern Kevin Vollrath 
 

It’s Academic! 
 

I studied Philosophy at the University of Chicago before starting 

at Princeton Theological Seminary.  I felt God called me to 

seminary so I could get a job as a pastor but also to be formed 

more into His likeness and into a holier minister of His Word.  

 

As I now feel called to teach in some capacity after seminary, 

I’m realizing I’m still here for those same purposes.  I’d love to 

teach Philosophy at a Christian college. 

 

About Faith… 
 

I went on a retreat with my church just after finishing the ACT, 

where I learned that “the way I spend my days is the way I 

spend my life.”  I learned about disciplines like: 

 studying Scripture, 

 observing a Sabbath, and 

 observing silence.   

These three together were for a long time the crux of my faith life, and I’ve found this so helpful for 

myself and others:  to spend time daily listening for God’s Word in the Scriptures, to take a day each 

week to remember what life is like apart from the work of the rest of the week, and to take time in 

silence just to calm down from a rushed pace sometimes.  (Also, I like to live my life through 

alliteration  — the three S’s!) 

 

Just for Kicks... 
 

I love running and playing piano. I get a lot of energy from learning new songs. I’m thankful that I 

was trained classically, but I also enjoy a breadth of music.  Right now I’m enjoying Chopin and 

Vince Guraldi.  Anytime I can get outside (e.g., camping, canoeing, or hiking) is a fun time for me!  
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Seminary Intern Joel Wood 

Shuffling off  [from] Buffalo... 
 

After growing up in Buffalo, New York I went to Tulsa, Oklahoma to attend Oral Roberts University 

(ORU).  Originally I wanted to pursue a degree in Aerospace Engineering, and I had scholarships to 

other schools to do so. But growing up I always said I would attend ORU, so when the time for 

college came, I stuck with that decision.  (It also helped that ORU was the farthest away.)  Although 

I was originally pursuing Engineering, I changed my degree to Sacred Music because even though I 

was good at the math and science, I didn’t enjoy it, and I loved music.   

 

“Core” Conditioning 
 

If I had to summarize my faith and the core of my theology, I would honestly have to begin with the 

Apostles’ and Nicene creeds.  At the core I think they truly cover what is important to believe.  But 

there are a few aspects of faith that for me have risen to permeate most of my theology.  

 

The first would be the sovereignty of God.  I truly 

believe that we serve a God who rules and 

overrules, and that even in life’s most difficult 

moments God will bend things to the good 

“according to God’s purposes” (Rom. 8:28).  Of 

course this is a hard pill to swallow at times, but I 

believe it also provides immense peace and hope 

in times of struggle and pain.  

 

The second would flow from Calvin’s idea of the 

knowledge of God—knowing who God truly is 

and, in light of that, who we are.  We serve a 

truly great God who is “the fountain of all truth, 

wisdom, goodness, righteousness, judgment, mercy, power, and holiness” (John Calvin, Institutes 

of the Christian Religion); and when we understand God in this way, we can really begin to see 

our brokenness, our need for God, and (although unpopular) our depravity—all of which makes the 

fact that God chose us one of the most beautiful and loving things we could ever comprehend.  

 

The Thrill of  the Game 
 

My wife, Amber, and I enjoy playing board games and card games (e.g., Carcassan, Settlers of 

Catan, Dominion, Legendary, Hand and Foot) with friends.  After moving to New Jersey, one of the 

ways Amber and I built most of our friendships was through inviting people over to play games, and 

it’s still one of our favorite things to do.  I am also an avid sports fan and love (maybe more than I 

ought!) the Green Bay Packers. 
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Your Invited to Church Ladies ~ Sept. 5 

 

                                                    Kids’ Club 
 
On October 9 we began an exciting new year of discovering God’s gifts.  

Along with a delicious meal, some crazy games, and a seasonal craft, the 

children met with Tracey Jefferson, our guest speaker.  Tracey shared how 

God helped her to find her path of helping others through nursing.  She also 

encouraged the children to discover ways that God is blessing their lives, too!                                       

                                      

                

                      Christmas Gathering                  
                            
Don’t miss an opportunity to gather with friends and family to celebrate the 

birth of our Savior.  On December 20 during the Sunday School hour, our 

classes will share a wonderful program of skits, riddles, music, and poetry for 

this joyous event. 
 

 

 

                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                   

The Wisdom of the Spirit 
at Work in our Children’s Educational Programs 

                                                       Sunday School 
 

So what are those kids doing in Sunday School?  There are so many ways for our children 

to learn about God and to develop their relationship with Jesus.  Check out what each class 

is doing this fall. 

 

 

                                                          Pre-School 
 

Each week we use the ABC’s of the Bible to create a fun and easy way for our preschoolers 

to relate to and understand the Bible and its application to their daily lives.  From “B is for 

Bible” to “Z is for Zacchaeus,” this year will be filled with lots of exciting stories, 

activities, songs, and crafts.   Be sure to check out our artwork on display outside of the 

classroom! 
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Y our Invite d to Ch urc h Ladie s ~ Sept. 5 

 

                              Kindergarten/1st Grade  
Abraham and Sarah, The Birth of Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob and Esau, 

Baby Moses, Moses and the Burning Bush, Exodus, Manna, Ten 

Commandments, Golden Calf, Ruth:  the Choice, Ruth:  the Blessings 

 

                                              

                2nd and 3rd Grade  
The Birth of John the Baptist, The 

Angel’s Message, Jesus Is Born, Simeon 

and Anna, Jesus in the Temple, Jesus Is Baptized, Jesus Is Tempted, 

Jesus Calls Peter, Jesus Calls Matthew, Jesus Helps a Man Who 

Couldn’t Walk, Jesus Heals the Centurion’s Servant, Jesus Heals a 

Sick Woman 

 

 

                 4th and 5th Grade  
The Lost Sheep, The Lost Son, The 

Great Banquet, The Rich Fool, The Ten 

Virgins, The Tenants, The Unmerciful Servant, Sheep and Goats, The 

Good Samaritan, The Pharisee and the Tax Collector, The Talents, 

The Wise and Foolish Builders     

                           
                         6th-8th Grade  
Belonging to Jesus, What We Need to Know, In Need of Forgiveness, The 

Way We Are, Our Just and Loving God, Jesus:  Our Savior, The Bible 

(Parts 1 and 2), The Covenant Established, 

The Covenant Renewed, The Covenant 

Extended, The Covenant for You 
                           

 

            Senior High 

Growing in Your Faith, Connecting with 

Others, Discovering Your Gifts, Honoring 

God with Everything, Standing Firm in 

Tough Times, Developing Discipline and Work Ethics, 

Integrity:  Can it Lead to Blessing? 

P A G E  1 1  

Check out the Curriculum! 
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Youth Events 

The Fellowship of the Spirit 

in our Youth Ministry 
 

Join us on Sunday evenings 

for our weekly youth 

group gatherings! 
 
 

 

               Bonfire with Local 

                    Youth Groups 

 

On Sunday, October 11, our youth joined the 

youth from Newtown, Ivyland, and Anchor 

churches for a great night of hotdogs, a bonfire, 

and s’mores! Special thanks to Janet Eshleman 

for hosting over 60 youth and leaders! 

 

 

 

Service Project:  Sat., Nov. 21, 9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
 

We met at TMPC for a simple breakfast before heading over to 

Buckingham Springs to do some yard work for our neighbors in 

need! 

 

Youth Christmas Party:  Fri., Dec. 18, 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
 

All youth are invited to join us as we 

celebrate Christmas with caroling at 

New Hope Manor, followed by a 

party with games, snacks, and a 

white-elephant gift exchange! 

 

 

Save the Dates! 
 

30-Hour Famine: 

February 26-27 

——————— 

Mission Trips: 

 

Jr. High Mission Trip to 

Kirkwood-Brainerd 

July 24-30 

 

Sr. High Mission Trip to 

Crownpoint, New Mexico 

July 9-16 

——————— 

For more details: 

tmpc.org/mission-trips 

 

Questions? 

Want to sign up? 

Need more information? 
 

Contact Bailey Pruner: 

 

215.862.2440 

 

bpruner@tmpc.org 

ROCK  

6th-8th Grade:  6:00-7:30 p.m. 
Rooted 

9th-12th Grade:  7:30-9:00 p.m. 

http://tmpc.org/mission-trips
mailto:bpruner@tmpc.org
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members of TMPC to help finance 

this journey through our Miles for 

Mission Fundraiser. 

 

Each mile we travel by air costs 

about $4.00. Our goal is to raise 

$7,500.00 dollars to cover the cost 

of our airfare.  Please consider 

sponsoring some of the miles of 

our journey. You can  do  so in 

two ways. First, stop by the Youth 

Mission bulletin board and pick up 

a giving envelope. Second, visit 

Youth Mission 
          This summer, the TMPC 

high school mission team is 

answering God’s call by heading 

to Crownpoint, New Mexico to 

serve those who live on the 

Navajo Nation Reservation.  

 

We are excited about what God 

is doing  there through the 

work of Next Step Ministries. 

Next Step shares the hope of 

Jesus Christ and works to 

improve the lives of individuals. 

Our mission team is looking to 

our friends, families, and 

our Youth Mission page at 

tmpc.org/mission-trips and click 

on the Miles for Mission logo. 

Every dollar brings us closer to 

our goal and closer to bringing 

Christ’s light to a community 

that is surrounded by darkness.  

Thank you so much for your 

continued support of Youth 

Mission and for your prayers for 

our mission teams.  

        The Fellowship of the Spirit Extended to Our New Members! 
TMPC recently welcomed six new members to our church family.  Get to know these wonderful people 

and their families and share the TMPC love and friendship! 

 

Hannah  and Randy Kenner are looking forward to growing within 

this  community, building lifelong friendships, and calling Thompson 

Church their second home.  Randy works for the State of New Jersey and 

Johanna was a nurse before becoming a stay-at-home Mom. They live in 

Morrisville with their two little ones, Lillian and Emmett. 

 

Doris and Paul Johnson have one son 

and two grandchildren, and they 

recently welcomed their fourth great-grandchild! They live in New 

Hope and love to have the kids who “make us feel young again.” They 

celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary in December and are very 

proud to be part of the caring 

Thompson Church family. 

 

 

Rachael and Al Matulis, along with baby Miles, have recently settled in 

the Newtown area after spending the previous few years in Washington, 

D.C. and Philadelphia. Rachael works in healthcare/insurance and Al 

works in Sales Management of consumer products.  They very much 

look forward to becoming active members of TMPC and the 

surrounding community. 

http://www.nextstepministries.com/
http://tmpc.org/mission-trips
tmpc.org/mission-trips
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Women’s Speaker Series:  September 12, 2015 
 

“Cast all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you”  

(1 Peter 5:7).  Scripture encourages us to roll our cares on our 

loving God because “the One who calls you is faithful” (1 

Thessalonians 5:24).  Lori Hynson, who spoke at TMPC on 

September 12, describes in her book SuperGal vs. God the 

way her own super-achieving personality kept her thinking 

that she could handle anything (thank you very much!), until 

ultimately circumstances forced her to realize that she 

couldn’t, at which point she finally relinquished herself to 

God.  Lesson learned!   

 

Members and friends of TMPC 

enjoyed an informative and 

uplifting morning of fellowship and 

fun at the SuperGal event.  Look for 

other upcoming events in the 

Women’s Speaker Series and enjoy 

a wonderful morning:  greet old 

friends and meet new ones! 

 

Faith & Film Night :  October 23, 2015  
 

Members and friends of TMPC enjoyed a movie night with an award-

winning, faith-based film, Places in the Heart, which took place in 

Depression-era 1935.  Some of the major themes were love and 

forgiveness, hard work in the face of adversity, moral strength and its 

ultimate triumph over circumstances, and the ongoing search for peace. 

“Between what matters and what seems to matter, how will the world we 

know choose wisely?”  The characters in the movie possessed God-given gifts, which strongly contributed to 

the story and enabled them to persevere through very trying times.  We began the evening eating delicious 

food and getting to know each other, and we ended with thoughtful consideration of our values.  

 

                 The Fellowship of the Spirit 

    Expressed in Our Rich Offering of Social Events! 
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New Small Group for Young Families 
 

This fall we launched a new, small  group for couples with children three years 

old or younger.  We met on Sunday mornings at 9:45 in the chapel.  We began 

by reading and discussing  the book One Anothering by Richard Meyer.  It 

was a wonderful time for young couples to share ideas and feelings with other 

parents of young children, to fellowship with brothers and sisters in Christ, and 

to grow in faith!  We may be meeting again in January.  Please feel free to 

contact Judy Cronise with any questions. 

Women’s Speaker Series:  November 7, 2015 
 

On November 7 Verna Bowman joined the ladies of our church for a pre-holiday breakfast, 

where she gave a wonderful talk, reminding us all of what is truly important to focus on during 

Thanksgiving and Christmas, so that we may be more like Mary when we are tempted to be 

more like Martha — or Martha Stewart!  Her warm and thoughtful presence helped us all to 

breathe in this important message, giving us perspective as we enter this hectic season.  Verna 

connected with all in attendance by sharing some of her own struggles in life and applying them 

to our lives as Christian women.  

 

Soup-and-Shopping Night:  November 9, 2015 
 

TMPC hosted a Soup-and-Shopping Night for Women’s Fellowship 

on November 9.  After supper we had the chance to be styled by a 

Premier Designs consultant. Premier Designs, a Christian company, 

makes beautiful, faith-inspired jewelry, along with some 

conventional pieces.   A large portion of the jewelry proceeds 

supported Fisherman’s Mark Food Pantry.  This fun event proved to 

be a great way for a number of TMPC women to help those in need 

while also getting an early jump on their Christmas Shopping! 

 

And from Our Deacons . . . 
 

Senior Luncheon Hosted by the Deacons:  October 17, 2015 
 
On October 17 over 40 “seniors” joined us for a wonderful 

event that included a luncheon served by our Deacons and 

entertainment provided by Steve and Sandy Black, who 

performed “magic.”  It was a great success!  Look for 

information in the future regarding our Spring Luncheon.  

(Remember, “senior” means anyone who qualifies for AARP, 

and “50 is the new 30”!) 

 

 

 



 

  The Redemptive Life in Christ 
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Perhaps Grace Berger has not seen it all, but at 99 years old (born Feb. 26, 1916) her breadth of life 

experiences, through joys and trials, certainly gives testimony to the truth that “all things work together 

for good for those who love God, who are called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). 

 

From Darkness into Light . . .  

Born Grace Jinishian to Armenian parents, Grace (in the 

white hair bow in the photo at right) first lived in New 

York City at a time when few homes had electricity.  One 

of Grace’s earliest memories is now part of America’s 

quaint past:  “Every night I’d look out the window and 

see the street lamps being lit; the lamplighters had to go 

up a ladder and light them by hand.”  The Norman 

Rockwell-esque quality of Grace’s early life was soon 

interrupted by the effects of the Armenian Massacres, 

which took place during and after World War I.  The 

mass executions targeted Armenians, Assyrians, and 

Ottoman Greeks, many of whom were Christians, who 

were living in what is now the Republic of Turkey.  

Through wholesale massacres as well as death marches, the Ottoman government killed in the vicinity of 

one million people, including Grace’s paternal grandfather, who was executed in his own home in front of 

his family.  Grace’s paternal grandmother tried to escape with Grace’s five cousins, but when a severe 

snowstorm en route to the port made the journey too difficult for her, she had to stay behind.  Grace’s five 

cousins survived the journey and lived for a time with Grace’s family in New York, where young Grace 

learned an early lesson in sharing, as her toys became communal property! 

 

Helen Keller and I . . .  

When Grace was four years old, her family moved to Forest Hills on Long Island, finding a home on the 

same street where Helen Keller was living!  Grace remembers feeling uncomfortable when Helen Keller 

wanted to touch her face as a way of “seeing” her, although Grace’s younger brother, John, and other 

neighborhood children did not seem to mind.  Grace recalls watching Helen Keller use a string to help her 

stay within the perimeter of her own backyard garden.  Grace also remembers Helen Keller (in her early 

forties at this time) speaking at a local movie house, in a voice that sounded strange to little Grace. 

 

A Peaceful Union 

When New Yorker Grace attended public school, she became best friends with Mary Lee Kilthau, great-

granddaughter of Confederate General Robert E. Lee! 

 

The Art of Surprise 

A talented artist, Grace first attended Adelphi for one year and then transferred to the New York School of 

Fine and Applied Arts (now known as Parsons School of Design, one of the seven colleges of The New 

School in New York).  Grace recalls, “One of the most eventful moments in my life was when I received a 

   scholarship to study abroad.  The year was 1938.  On this special morning, I was on my way to Parsons 

       Art School in New York City…I don’t know what prompted me, but on this morning I bought the 

              New York Herald Tribune.  As I was reading the newspaper, I came across my name. 
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I had won a post-graduate scholarship to study in the Paris, France branch of the school for one year.  This 

trip included two months of traveling and painting in Italy.  I had no idea that I would win the scholarship as 

one did not apply for it.  It was indeed a surprise!” 

 

The year of study in Paris ended early, in November of 1938, “because Hitler was 

preparing for war . . . I arrived [back] in New York at a time when the Great 

Depression was still with us.  All my efforts to find employment were in vain.  I was a 

costume designer but had to resign myself to selling my designs to designer houses or 

starve.”  Grace recalls selling some of her designs to Bergdorf Goodman.  “I finally got 

a job at a large department store in New York City.  The store was B. Altman and 

Company on 5th Ave. and 34th St.  I was hired as a saleslady in the hat department on 

the ground floor.  My salary was $15.00 a week.” 

 

Following the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, many nontraditional jobs 

opened up for women, so Grace entered the field of mechanical drawing.  “I was one 

of the first groups of women to be hired into a men’s drafting room . . . I realized that 

I could make a better living through my drafting skills than in design.”  Grace recalls 

drawing airfields for pilots during the war and working 

on the New York Thruway Project. 

 

A Grateful Heart 

Grace’s faith is manifested in part in her resilience:  “I 

wake up each morning giving thanks to God [in 

advance] for seeing me through another day.”  Grace’s father, in spite of the 

horrific early memories of the Armenian Massacre, became an important 

example for Grace of “forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 

what lies ahead” (Phil. 3:13 NRSV).  His family remembers him as a man of 

enduring faith who would read the Bible daily and continue to look to the 

God of all hope even in the worst of circumstances.  Grace has mirrored this 

commitment in the twists and turns in her own life; Grace’s daughter, Betsy 

(one of our Fabulous Folders), recalls that whenever her mother moved to a 

new town, the first thing she would do is look for a church.  Betsy remembers 

growing up amidst her mother’s positive perseverance as she moved through 

personal and financial trials, modeling the Biblical truth that we are “more than conquerors through 

[Christ] who loved us” (Romans 8:37).  In the words of Grace’s former neighbor, Helen Keller:  “Optimism 

is the faith that leads to achievement.  Nothing can be done without hope and confidence.”  This is 

especially true when one’s ultimate hope and confidence are in the Redeemer who boldly declares:  “I 

have loved you with an everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3). 
 

“I will make rivers flow on barren heights, and springs within the valleys.  I will turn the desert 

into pools of water, and the parched ground into springs.” (Isaiah 41:18 NIV [1984]) 
 

This article is based on conversations between Grace Berger, Betsy Berger, and Cynthia Tuleja  

that took place on October 30, November 2, and November 6, 2015; as well as previous  

research performed by Chelsea Stobbart, Grace Berger’s granddaughter. 

One of Grace’s  

Original designs 
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  The call in Mexico...    
 

As was the case last year, God extended the blessing of wonderful weather the weekend of October 31-

November 1, which enabled the various service projects in The Church Has Left the Building to run 

smoothly, to the glory of our gracious God! 
 

 

An empty TMPC Sanctuary on this particular 

weekend is a witness to the movement of the 

Word beyond the walls of the church! 

 

“The God who made the world and 

everything in it...does not live in shrines 

made by human hands…” (Acts 17:24)  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Aid for Friends Breakfast Bags:  This project got off on the right foot when so many congregation members 

signed up to bring in the ingredients.  The team assembled 400 breakfast bags containing fruit juice, 

applesauce, cereal, a granola bar, a tea bag, a colorful napkin, and a printed prayer.  These bags were 

delivered to a very grateful Aid for Friends, 

where they will be distributed to elderly, frail, 

homebound clients by volunteers who also 

take the time to visit with the clients each 

week when they deliver meals. 
 

The Village:  Betty Hart, Carol Carpenter, Pam 

Souder, Carol Salt, and Janice Slack spent a 

whole morning cleaning the enormous 

basement at The Village in preparation for the 

upcoming Christmas gift donations. This team 

swept and vacuumed the floor, wiped down 

shelves, wiped tables (giving them new, plastic 

tablecloths), and taped category signs on the 

tables and shelves. The team also sorted some 

Christmas gifts that had already arrived.  After 

a delicious lunch, the team began to prepare a 

mass-mailing project, tapping off this very 

productive all-day service event!  

 

 

New Life in Christ:  Living into the call of the One who “came not to be served but to serve,  

and to give his life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). 

http://www.aidforfriends.org/
https://village1877.org/aboutus/
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Operation Paperback:  This year a total of 

636 books were shipped in 39 boxes to 

active-duty military, their families, and 

veterans.   This team worked in two shifts:  

the first shift sorted the books by genre; 

the second shift selected books based on 

the genre requested by each recipient, and 

then they wrote personal notes and 

packaged the books, which were sent 

overseas to VA hospitals, military families, 

and children’s libraries on military bases.  

Many thanks are in order to Bobbie at the 

Newtown Book and Record Exchange, who 

spent considerable time pulling books off 

shelves to round out the selection of books (at a nice discount!). 

“Getting Our House in Order” at TMPC:  Kate Marth established a production line of sorts for the crew 

that was cleaning the upholstered chairs in Fellowship Hall.  She also maintained quality control and 

pushed her father, Bill, and Dottie Maret to be the best hot-water-extraction-machine operators working 

in Bucks County that day!  Over 100 chairs were cleaned.  Riley Marth, Judy Marth, and Lauren Delehey 

raked the front lawn and Al Matulis took to the pole saw, clearing the dead limbs from the trees around 

the entire building.  Chuck Green was our most devout crew member as he spent the three hours on his 

knees pulling weeds, edging, and otherwise engaging in quiet self-reflection. 

 

 

 

World Vision Personal Hygiene Kits:  This team 

comprised 15 members, ranging in age from 4 to 

80 (+), with the goal of filling 100 personal 

hygiene kits for the World Vision Organization 

to distribute to homeless people and people 

affected by natural disasters in the United 

States.  After watching an informative video, the 

service team wrote 100 notes of encouragement 

to let the recipients know that they were not 

alone during this difficult time and they were 

being lifted up in prayer.  A few of the children 

also created beautiful drawings for the kits; one 

enthusiastic seven-year-old even commented, 

“Next time we should fill 200 kits!”   

 

http://www.operationpaperback.org/
http://www.worldvision.org/
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  The call in Mexico...    
 
Adopt-A-Highway:  This 

service project involved three 

teams of four workers each, 

along with a “designated 

driver,” Lorraine Foltz.  The 

teams, which comprised a 

mix of veterans and rookies, 

cleaned River Road from the 

Flower Reserve to Windy 

Bush Road, completing the 

task in record time and 

collecting the most trash 

ever:  31 bags!  The team 

looks forward to coming 

back in the Spring! 

Buckingham Springs:  At 

Buckingham Springs seven volunteers worked on five properties.  (Special thanks to Tom Freund, whose 

daughter and grandson joined in the fun!)  The team washed windows, pulled weeds, trimmed bushes, and 

installed garden edging.  Residents were very happy with the results! 
 

New Hope Manor:  This service team provided a luncheon that included soup and sandwiches, for which the 

residents were very appreciative.  (The chicken 

salad, in particular, was a big hit!)  Yet God, in 

His abundant grace, ministered not only to the 

residents themselves (who enjoyed a great time 

of fellowship, talking and laughing around the 

tables), but also to the members of the service 

team, who were thoroughly inspired by the 

various passions of the residents—from exercise 

to football to watercolor painting! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Fisherman’s Mark:  The TMPC team for this service project weeded and trimmed back the bushes and trees 

along the pathway leading to the entrance of Fisherman’s Mark.  They also planted a dozen, new, colorful 

mums, accented the landscape with pumpkins and cornstalks, and filled over a dozen bags of yard waste in 

the process!   In addition the team gathered leaves and pulled weeds in the playground area to help prepare 

for the arrival of a new piece of playground equipment.  Fred Wustholz also did some light carpentry work.  

Service and fellowship intermingled as the team enjoyed the cool, autumn air and each other’s company, 

chatting and working side-by-side. 

 

http://adoptahighway.net/
http://mckeevillages.com/buckingham
http://www.fishermansmark.org/
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Good News Home for Women:  This team did a combination of light maintenance, painting, and yard 

work for the Flemington-based, short- and long-term, residential rehabilitation center for women who 

want to overcome the life-destroying effects of alcohol and other addictive drugs.   

 

Food Pantry Collection at McCaffrey’s:  This team enjoyed a fun day at McCaffrey’s in Newtown.  Not 

only did the team members collect a large assortment of groceries, but, just as important, they were able 

to connect with many other people who were very supportive of feeding the hungry in our area.  One 

donor even called the church office to learn more about how she could donate throughout the year; this 

can be done by dropping off donations at TMPC that will then be delivered to any of the three pantries we 

support in Lambertville, Morrisville, and Doylestown.    

 

 

Good Stuff Thrift:  This project involved 

coordinating the Good Stuff Thrift 

truck and its driver, James, to do 

home pickups (in New Hope, 

Newtown, Washington Crossing, and 

Yardley) of good quality furniture and 

appliances to be sold at Good Stuff 

Thrift stores in Fairless Hills, 

Buckingham, and Doylestown.  Store 

profits are donated to four Bucks 

County children’s charities.  Donors 

were grateful for the service and Good 

Stuff Thrift was very pleased with the 

one-and-a-half large truckloads of 

quality items and the generosity of those 

who donated them.  This service team 

looks forward to doing this again next 

year! 

 

 

 

Kirkwood Camp:  A multigenerational group spent the day helping to close down the camp for the 

winter.  This involved moving bunk beds (some heavier than others!) from their summer location in 

canvas platform tents to an indoor storage location.  Great exercise for body and soul! 

 

http://www.goodnewshome.org/
http://www.goodstuffthrift.org/
http://www.kirkwoodcamp.org/
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Advent Soup-and-Bread Supper with Evening Prayer 
Join your church family for a soup-and-bread supper on Wednesday evening, December 

16.  The meal will be held in Fellowship Hall from 6:00 p.m. to 6:50 p.m.  At 7:00 p.m. 

we will gather in the Sanctuary for the service of Evening Prayer; we will take time to 

remember those who are no longer with us and those who are facing adversity. 

 

Advent Morning Prayer Group 
Pastor Spencer has been leading a 45-minute time of morning prayer on Thursdays in 

Advent in the chapel from 8:15 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.  The final session is on Dec. 17.  Stuart 

presents a short teaching on how to pray, followed by time for prayer. There is 

particular emphasis this Advent on intercessory prayer, or praying for others.   

 

Christmas Eve Worship  
Join us on Thursday, Dec. 24, as we celebrate with 

joyful worship the incarnation of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

4:30 p.m.:  Family Service in Fellowship Hall 
Children (and children at heart) are invited to 

Fellowship Hall for this lively family service, which 

will include special music from all of the children’s choirs. 

         7:30 p.m.:  Lessons and Carols in the Sanctuary  
This worship service will include many readings from Scripture that lead us to 

a deeper understanding of God’s gift to us in Jesus Christ.  Between readings, 

enjoy singing carols along with the congregation. 

         10:30 p.m.:  Candlelight Communion Service in the Sanctuary  
Come and celebrate the Good News of great joy with a message by Pastor Spencer and 

participation by our vocal and bell choirs.  We will also celebrate the Lord’s Supper and 

ring in Christmas morning at the stroke of midnight.   

 

    Sunday after Christmas 
On Sunday, Dec. 27, there will be one service at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary and 

no Christian Education Hour.  Join us for carols and worship! 
 

 

 

The event that changed history:  

the birth of our Savior marked 

by the sacrifice of love that 

alone gives us eternal life  

 

Artwork by Emma Repasy 

 

 

“For unto us a 

Child is born, 

unto us a Son 

is given; and 

the 

government 

will be upon 

his shoulder; 

and His name 

shall be called:  

Wonderful, 

Counselor, 

Almighty God, 

Everlasting 

Father, Prince 

of Peace.”  

(Isaiah 9:6-7) 

 

Worshiping in Spirit and in Truth 



 

Join us in 2016 as we experience the sanctifying work of the Word (John 17:17a) as 

we read through the entire New Testament together!  If you would like to read ahead, 

contact Cynthia Tuleja (ctuleja@tmpc.org) for the upcoming questions. 
 

 

“When the 

Spirit of 

truth comes, 

He will 

guide you 

into all the 

truth...”  

( John 

16:13a)      

 

“...Thy Word 

is truth.” 

( John 

17:17b). 

The Refining, Teaching Work of the Spirit 

Week 1 reading:  Matthew, chapters 1-7 

Scripture question:  From where, specifically, is Jesus quoting when He uses the Word to 

stand fast against the temptation of Satan? 

Question for personal reflection:  With Christ as your model, are you regularly 

memorizing key verses from the Word of God as your strong defense against the enemy? 

Week 2 reading:  Matthew, chapters 8-12 

Scripture question:  In Matthew 9:27-31, two blind men approach Jesus and He heals them 

in accordance with their (?). 

Question for personal reflection:  Are you trusting in the Healer for all of your needs, 

ordinary or dramatic? 

Answer to last week’s Scripture question:  Jesus rebuked the enemy by quoting from the 

following:  Deut. 8:3; Deut. 6:16; Deut. 6:13. 

Week 3 reading:  Matthew, chapters 13-17 

Scripture question:  In Matthew 16:24-25, Jesus tells us that there is a cost involved in 

following Him.  What does He tell us we must “take up” to follow after Him?  Since we 

cannot do this literally, what does He mean by this image? 

Question for personal reflection:  What specific “cost” is the Lord requiring in your life of 

faith today, and will you willingly incur it as a disciple of the One who gave His own life for 

you? 

Answer to last week's Scripture question:  Jesus heals the blind men in accordance with 

their…faith! 

Week 4 reading:  Matthew, chapters 18-22 

Scripture question:  In Matthew 19:26, Jesus tells His disciples that “for God all things are 

possible.”  He does this in response to what question from the disciples? 

Question for personal reflection:  Are you viewing the “impossibles” in your life today 

through the lens of faith?  

Answer to last week’s Scripture question:  In Matthew 16:24-25 Jesus tells us we must take 

up our cross and follow Him.  The cross is an instrument of crucifixion, so one way we 

may understand these verses is that taking up our cross is symbolic of dying to Self so 

we can more fully follow Christ. 

Week 5 reading:  Matthew, chapters 23-28 

Scripture question:  When Jesus is arrested and taken to Caiaphas (the high priest), Peter 

follows at a distance and finally sits in the courtyard of the high priest to await the 

outcome.  While Peter is there, he denies Jesus three times.  The first two times it is in 

response to whom (Matthew 26:69-72 NRSV)? 

Question for personal reflection:  One might assume from Peter’s occupation (he fished for 

a living before meeting Jesus) that he was strong and rugged (the fishing nets could be very 

heavy), yet it seems to take so little to intimidate him.  Are you putting on the “full armor 

of God” (Ephesians 6:13-18) to protect yourself from people or circumstances that threaten 

to cause your faith to waver? 

Answer to last week’s Scripture question:  Jesus tells His disciples that “for God all things 

are possible” (Matthew 19:26) in answer to the disciples’ question in the previous verse,  

    which is:  “Then who can be saved?”  Jesus’ response reminds us that salvation is an act  

             of God’s grace, which is echoed elsewhere in Scripture (e.g., Ephesians 2:8-9). 
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Our Mission: 

We are a joyful family called by God 

through Jesus Christ and 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to:  

welcome all, share our faith, love 

each other, serve the world, and 

glorify God. 

 

Visit us at tmpc.org 

Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church 
1680 Aquetong Road 
New Hope, PA  18938 

Office:  215-862-2440         Fax:  215-862-9046 

Teaching Elder/Pastor (Sabbath:  Monday)  Stuart H. Spencer sspencer@tmpc.org 

Teaching Elder/Associate Pastor (Sabbath: Friday) Bailey Pruner  bpruner@tmpc.org 

Director of Christian Education for Children and Youth  Patty Gatto pgatto@tmpc.org 

Communications and Administration Cynthia Tuleja ctuleja@tmpc.org 

Church Accountant Linda Landis llandis@tmpc.org 

Organist/Accompanist Colton Martin cmartin@tmpc.org 

Choir Director Patricia Murphy pmurphy@tmpc.org 

Contemporary Worship Music Leader Grant Farmer gfarmer@tmpc.org 

Seminary Interns Kevin Vollrath and Joel Wood   

Sexton  George Salt  

Business Administrator (Volunteer) Sue Schaub sschaub@tmpc.org 

 

                            

“I came 

that they 

may have 

     life 

and have it 

abundantly.” 
 

(John 10:10) 
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