
 

Let’s say we want to see 
more people here on 
Sunday mornings and 
then in our New 
Member Classes. Why 
do we want that? Why 
do we want to see more 
members? I think that 
the answer in part is so 
that we can continue to 
expand our ability to 
serve God. I would also 
add that I hope we can 
introduce more people 
to Christ and then, help 

(Continued on page 2) 

     Where are we 
going? Why are we 
going there? How do we 
get there? How do we 
know when we’re 
there? These are some 
of the most important 
questions a 
congregation can ask. 
These are vision 
questions and vision is 
so important that the 
Bible says that people 
perish without it.  
 Let me set each 
question before you to 
think about.  
 Where are we 
going? Where do we 

want to see the church 
go in the next 3 or 4 
years? I’m guessing that 
most of us would 
welcome more new 
members. That’s a great 
start, but the desire for 
growth in and of itself is 
not a goal.  
 Why are we 
going there? Whatever 
our direction, we need 
to keep on asking the 
why question. We may 
sound like a four-year-
old, who forever asks, 
“Why?”, but it will help 
us clarify what we’re 
trying to accomplish. 

“The Big Picture” 
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Spring Prayer Retreat 
 

The dates for the next Prayer Retreat at Holy Cross Monastery are  
Tuesday, May 26, through Friday, May 29.  

Stuart Spencer will lead a retreat for those who want to learn how to pray  
or who wish to go to deeper places in their prayer lives.  

As guests of the monastery, we are welcome to sit in on the five short offices of prayer 
throughout the day. The retreat is an opportunity to find spiritual renewal, rich fellowship 
with others who attend, and an occasion to soak in the beauty of 

Holy Cross Monastery.  

Brochures can be found on the Table of Well Wishing.  
Please contact Stuart Spencer if you have any questions at 

sspencer@tmpc.org 
Guests and friends are always welcome. 

http://www.holycrossmonastery.com/
mailto:sspencer@tmpc.org
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Meet VERNON BRAMBLE 

 
Vernon A. Bramble, President of BRAMBLE 

AND ASSOCIATES, LLC, is a strategic 

visionary with almost thirty years of corporate 

experience. Some of the well known and 

respected companies where Mr. Bramble has 

worked in Senior management positions are: the 

Grumman Corporation, the American Institute of 

Aeronautics and Astronautics, the New York 

Academy of Sciences. He was the Executive Vice President/Unit 

Administration/ Finance & Information Technology   for Learning 

Ally, formerly RFB&D, Inc,  managing a $55M budget and 

overseeing 21 chapters nationwide. 

  Vernon received a  BSc  in Accounting , College of Staten 

Island,  where he founded the CSI Accounting Association;  an 

MBA in Corporate Finance from Pace University and the 

Professional Diploma in Financial Planning from Adelphi 

University.  He is also a Certified Association Executive (CAE) 

credentialed by The American Society of Association Executives 

(ASAE).  

 A Business and Financial Consultant and a Registered Tax 

Return Preparer (RTRP), advising over 100 clients, he specializes 

in the areas of strategic business development, transformational 

change and sustainability, and personal financial planning.  With 

his impeccable record of success in organizational leadership, 

board and committee training, strategic planning and staff 

development, he is a sought after consultant and seminar presenter 

for various non-profits and businesses, including the Institute of 

Ethical Leadership, Rutgers University.  He has conducted 

financial planning workshops for many churches resulting in 

higher member involvement in ministry and increased giving. 

 His community endeavors to name a few - organizing 

annual community health fairs in Philadelphia and Warminster, 

PA; Member of the Board of Directors,/Stewardship Committee & 

Past Chair Audit & Compliance Committee for St. Mary Medical 

Center (PA); Board member and Treasurer, The National Junior 

Tennis & Learning of Trenton (Treasurer); Literacy & Life, Inc., 

Enable Inc.,  Past Princeton Regional Chamber Foundation 

Member & Chair of the Strategic Planning Committee; and Past 

Board Chair /Treasurer of Huntington Valley Christian Academy. 

Vernon currently serves as Lead Elder of the Bucks County SDA 

Church, Warminster, PA, Chairs the Church Board and is a 

member of the Finance Committee. 

Mr. Bramble resides in Newtown, PA with his wife Gloria. 

They are the parents of adult children, Tristan, (spouse Ariel) and 

Girvan. 

“The Big Picture” 

them grow into strong and joyful 
followers of Him.  
 How do we get there? Once 
we set the goal we then have to 
figure out how to get there. What 
will we need by way of training, 
study, and resources? By the way, I 
think resources flow easily when 
there is a clear vision set before us. 
The axiom is this: Money follows 
vision . . . always.  
 How do we know when 
we’re there? “Are we there yet?” 
What parent hasn’t heard that 
whiny question from the back seat? 
And yet, it’s a good question for our 
purposes. How do we know when 
we’ve arrived? Good planning gives 
us real markers to help us know 
when there is here.  
 Our Long Range Planning 
Committee recommended and 
Session voted to hire Vernon 
Bramble (left) to lead us in a 
strategic planning process this year. 
Vernon has been helping non-profit 
organizations and churches to think 
about these kinds of questions. He 
reports that organizations respond 
in exciting and positive ways that 
produce growth of all kinds. I am 
delighted to have him come and 
guide us in this crucial process.  
 You will be hearing about 
planned meetings, focus groups, 
plus reports from Session with the 
new, big picture of what the Spirit 
of God has next for us.  
 Stuart Spencer, Pastor 
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Men’s Breakfast 

Ridgely Walters 

RENEWAL SUNDAY, MARCH 22 – We are 
pleased to welcome Duffy Robbins as our 
guest preacher on Sunday morning, March 
22. Duffy will preach at all our morning 
worship services. Duffy Robbins is Chairman 
of the Department of Youth Ministry at 
Eastern College, St. Davids, Pennsylvania. He 
is a twenty-two year veteran of youth 
ministry, having gained extensive experience 
as a youth minister in both para-church and 
local parish positions. A graduate of the 
University of North Carolina with a Bachelor 
of Arts in Psychology, Duffy graduated 
Magna cum laude with a Master of Divinity 
from Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary 
in South Hamilton, Massachusetts. Duffy is 
the author of several books on youth 
ministry. Duffy lives in suburban Philadelphia 
with his wife, Maggie, and their two 
daughters, Erin and Katie. 

Duffy Robbins 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 8:30 TO 10:00 – We 
welcome Ridgely Walters, a Christian business 
person who has made the transition from the 
corporate world to the world of Christian non-
profit leadership. Ridgely Walters is currently 
Director of Marketing for Good Stuff Thrift, a non-
profit whose mission is to operate the most 
efficient thrift stores possible and provide the 
highest level of funding for helping kids in our 
community.  Prior to that Mr. Walters worked for 
Dow Jones and Co. for twenty-seven years.  He 
participated in the development of the Dow Jones 
Global Indexes since their inception in the early 
1990’s. In 2005 Mr. Walters became Senior 
Director for Client Development and Support 
responsible for overseeing the hedge fund, venture 
capital, target date, sustainability and 
fundamentally based RBP index businesses. Mr. 
Walters received a bachelor’s degree in finance 
from Lehigh University in Pennsylvania. He resides 
in Bucks County, PA, with his wife and children. 
Please sign up on the Table of Well Wishing if you 
are planning to attend.  

Renewal Weekend 
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Wanted: Care Package Coordinator 
 

After many years of serving this special mission’s project, 

Denise Matulis is stepping down.  She is looking for a special 

someone to mentor so they may take over in the fall. The 

commitment is minimal -- only coordinating the addresses 

and collection of treats to be sent out 2 times a year, and a 

card and letter sent out at other times. This ministry was 

initiated by our dear friend Alice Gillen and continued lovingly by Denise. 

No experience is necessary, just a big heart and a love for our youth who 

are away from home at college or serving in the armed forces.  If you feel 

called to this special mission, please contact Denise at amatulis5@aol.com.   

New Member Class  
Are you interested in becoming a member of this wonderful congregation? 

You are invited then to attend our next New Member Class on Saturday, 
March 7, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., and Sunday, March 8, from 12:30 p.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. Classes will be led by Pastors Spencer and Pruner and will cover 
the meaning of membership. Those who wish to join the church are asked to 

attend both days. Childcare is available upon request. Please contact our 
church office to reserve your place: (215) 862 – 2440 or office@tmpc.org.  

SAVE THE DATES! 

We are going to have a fun-filled summer here TMPC. Check out 

these amazing mission and education experiences that are coming up.  
 

Marcia's Music and Arts Camp - July 6-10 

For more information contact Peter Heckman at pheckman@tmpc.org 

Senior High Mission Trip to Long Island, NY - July 12-17 

Junior High Mission Trip to Kirkwood-Brainerd - July 26-August 1 

For more information on either of these trips, 

contact Bailey Pruner at bpruner@tmpc.org 

Adult/College Mission Trip to Mexico City - July 19-26 

For more information contact Stuart Spencer at sspencer@tmpc.org 

Vacation Bible School - August 10-15  

For more information contact Patty Gatto at pgatto@tmpc.org  

mailto:office@tmpc.org?subject=New%20member%20class
mailto:pheckman@tmpc.org
mailto:bpruner@tmpc.org
mailto:sspencer@tmpc.org
mailto:pgatto@tmpc.org?subject=VBS
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UPCOMING SPECIAL  

WORSHIP SERVICES 

ASH WEDNESDAY  

Wednesday, February 18 

6:00 - Soup and Bread Supper in the Music Room 

7:00 - Worship Service in the Fellowship Hall. We will be combining with the Anchor and 

Forest Grove Churches to worship, sing, and observe the start to the Lenten season  
 

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER SERVICE 

Wednesday Evenings  

from February 25 through March 25 

6:00 - Soup and Bread Supper 

7:00 - Evening Prayer Service where we will hear testimonies of members and friends of 

TMPC who will share how they have encountered God in their lives.   

 

PALM SUNDAY  

Sunday, March 29 

5th Sunday Worship service at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  

Our children and youth will begin our worship service with a musical which will lead to a 

processional on All Glory Laud and Honor.   Remember, only one service on 5th Sundays! 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY  

Thursday, April 2 

6:00 - Family Meal and Seder. Chris Miller will be leading us in elements of a Seder meal. By 

walking through this rich experience, we gain a better understanding of Christ’s last meal 

with his followers.  

7:00 - Maundy Thursday worship service follows the meal.    
 

GOOD FRIDAY 

Friday, April 3 

7:00 - Worship Service in the Sanctuary. We will follow a Tenebrae Service or Service of 

Shadows during which the With One Voice Choir and special musicians will lead us in 

musical selections that pair with the Scripture Readings.   
 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 

Sunday, April 5 

6:30 - Sunrise Service - Weather permitting, we gather in the courtyard; sanctuary otherwise 

8:15 - Family Service - Our Children and Youth musical ensembles will help us  

sing and ring praises to our Risen Lord! 

9:45 - Sunday School Program 

11:00 - Celebration Service - Our adult bell and choir ensembles lead us in worship.  

A special coffee hour will be offered in the Music Room after each service 

with a wonderful spread of breakfast goodies and plenty of coffee.  
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April 2015 
Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

February 2015 
Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 

11 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

March 2015 
Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

Youth Group Calendar 
Winter/ Spring 2015 

Regular Youth  Group  
ROCK (Jr. High) 6:00-7:30pm 
Rooted (Sr. High) 7:30-9:00pm 

30 Hour Famine 
No Regular youth group 

5th Sunday  - Palm Sunday  
9:30am in Fellowship Hall 
No regular youth group 

Ash Wednesday 
Dinner at 6pm - Service at 7pm 

Palm Sunday Practice  
Elementary and Middle School  

Questions?  
Contact Bailey Pruner 

215.862.2440  
bpruner@tmpc.org 

More Information  
Visit the Youth Group 

page at tmpc.org 

Save the Date! 
May 8-9 - Girl’s Lock-In 

Sr. High Mission Trip - July 12-17 
Jr. High Mission Trip - July 26-Aug.1 

Easter Sunday 
No regular youth group 

Youth Sunday Practice 
7:00-9:00pm for all participants 

Youth Sunday 
No Regular youth group 

Bowling fundraiser for upt 
5:00-7:30 at colonial lanes 

mailto:bpruner@tmpc.org
http://tmpc.org/youth_group.cfm
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KIDS’ CLUB 
 

Once a month, the children of Thompson get 

together to enjoy a kid-friendly dinner, play 

games, create a craft, and jump into a Bible 

story.  Using a skit, costumes, and some pretty 

funny acting, our kids have explored the 

creation story, how the Israelites checked out 

the promised land, and all of the events 

surrounding the birth of Jesus. 

 Kids’ Club  meets on the second Friday of the 

month from 5:30 to 7:30 pm. All children from Kindergarten through 6th grade 

are welcome!  Stay tuned for new plans for parents who will be invited to enjoy 

some fellowship at a nearby restaurant while the children are having a great 

time at church. For more information contact Patty Gatto at 

pgatto@tmpc.org 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
How can I help my child or grandchild with their journey of  faith? 

1. Often children bring home handouts from Sunday School. Take the time 

to look them over with your child. Ask questions about what they 

learned in class. Don’t fall for the “Nothing!” response. 

2. Ask you child, “What is your favorite Bible story?’’ and brainstorm 

together how that story impacts each of your lives.  Children may need 

practice with making these connections, but if you discuss what God 

wants you to learn from the story, it will become easier for them. 

3. Check out the church’s library. There are great resources for all ages 

there! 

4. Save a few minutes each day to count your blessings together. The more 

you do this, the easier it is to see how God is making a difference in 

your lives each day! Feel free to use a journal as well. 

5. Even young children can participate in round-robin prayer.  Start a 

prayer out loud such as 

 “Dear Lord, You are amazing!  I thank you for_______.” After you are 

done, the next person adds what he/she is thankful for. This continues 

until it comes back to you, and you finish it up with “Amen”. 

6.  Look for opportunities to discuss how someone else has shown honor, 

honesty, courage, and responsibility for his or her actions. 

7. Remind your child every day that he or she is loved by Jesus! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

“Direct 

your  

children 

onto  

the right 

path,  

and when  

they are 

older,  

they will 

not leave 

it.” 

 

Proverbs: 

22:6 

Christian Education for Christian Education for Christian Education for    

Children and YouthChildren and YouthChildren and Youth   

mailto:pgatto@tmpc.org
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TMPC DRAMA GROUP 
Did you happen to catch the angel in a tux during the Christmas Gathering?  Our 

TMPC Drama Group offered a wonderful play called “Just A Little Christmas” to 

the delight of the entire Sunday School. This group of students and adults works 

very hard to present educational and enjoyable plays to share God’s story in new 

and creative ways.  

 The Drama Group meets once a month and follows a regular routine.  Each meeting begins with a 

“Visual Vacation.” This is an activity using guided imagery to relax, focus, and prepare our actors for the 

day.  Last month the Drama Team imagined creating their own very special tree house where they can go 

any time to relax. Often the “visual vacations” lead us to a special place where we can talk with Jesus. 

 Next, the actors enjoy several activities that help to improve their skills.  They work on stage 

presence, vocal projection, accurate physicality, developing smooth interactions with other actors, and 

creating believable environments for the audience. Many of these skills involve improvisation.  Our actors 

learn to think on their feet very quickly so that they can continue a scene if things don’t go as planned 

according to the script.  This is a high level skill, and our students are amazing at it! 

After we have rehearsed the play that will be presented for church or for Sunday School, each 

workshop ends with favorite games such as “Change”, “Party Quirks”, or “Two Lines.” These games 

depend on quick improvisation and are almost always comical.  They are joyful skits that can go in any 

direction, usually leaving us breathless with laughter.  With a final prayer, we end our workshop. 
 Anyone from 5th grade up through adults is welcome to join us.  We usually meet on the second 

Saturday of the month from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. The only exception will be February when we will meet on the 

21st from 2:00 – 4:00 pm.  No experience is needed for this group…come and check us out! For more 

information contact Patty Gatto pgatto@tmpc.org 

TMPC Kid’s Talk  
When asked “How does being a part of the TMPC Drama Group affect your faith  

or your relationship with Jesus?” 

It helps me relate to Biblical people 

and reflect on what they might have 

been thinking.  

It’s a good mix of casual and 

serious teachings so I can 

remember the lessons better.  

Being a part of the Drama Group 

allows me to explore my faith in more 

creative ways.  

When asked “What is your favorite part of being in the TMPC Drama Group?” 

Laughing with friends and being 

inanimate objects.  
The games are my favorite part.  

All  the fun we have and the overall 

atmosphere and unique experience of 

a church-based drama group.  

mailto:pgatto@tmpc.org
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Adult Education 

Lenten Bible Study 

40-DAY BIBLE CHALLENGE 
Church-wide Small Group Study 

Read through the entire New Testament during the 40 Days of Lent.  

It sounds like a big task to undertake, but if you put in the time, it can be 

transformative. Each day we will read 5-7 chapters, which is about 20-30 

minutes of reading. Choose your favorite translation and read during your 

morning cup of coffee or listen to the text through your Bible App  

on your way to work.  
 

We will establish small groups that will meet each week to discuss that week’s 

readings. These groups can meet in TMPC, at a coffee shop, in a restaurant, or 

around your dinner table. A discussion guide will be available to help start the 

conversation and give a list of resources to help you with your study.  If you 

would like to know more about this program please attend our Adult Forum 

Informational Meeting on Sunday, Feb. 15 at 9:45 a.m.  

or email Bailey Pruner at bpruner@tmpc.org 

Lenten Morning Prayer Group 
Each Thursday during the season of Lent,  

Pastor Spencer leads a 45-minute prayer group in the chapel. 

Beginning on February 19, from 8:15 a.m. to 9:00 a.m., Stuart offers a short 

teaching on various types of prayer 

—Centering Prayer, Lectio Divina, Breath Prayer— 

followed by a time for participants to pray. Come to start your day in the 

presence of the Lord and with God’s people. The group concludes on 

Thursday, April 2. To learn more about this opportunity contact  

Stuart Spencer at sspencer@tmpc.org 

A D U L T  

E D U C A T I O N  A N D  

S M A L L  G R O U P S  

 

Men’s Group 
9:00-10:30 a.m. on the first 
and third Tuesdays of  
each month in the 
Conference Room 
 
Women’s Group 
Mondays 9:30-11:00 a.m. 
in the Conference Room 
 
Men’s Bible Study with 
Pastor Spencer 
7:30-9:00 p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of the month in 
the Chapel 
 
United Presbyterian Women 
1:00 p.m. on the second 
Wednesday of each month 
in the Conference Room 
 

Theology on Tap 

This group meets every  
Thursday night at 7 p.m.  
For more information  
contact Chris Miller  
c.miller@ptsem.edu 
 
Church Ladies  
This group meets on the 
First Friday of each month. 
Locations vary - For more  
information contact Marie 
Wanat at (609)915-9241 
 

 

mailto:bpruner@tmpc.org
mailto:sspencer@tmpc.org
mailto:c.miller@ptsem.edu


 

 

Come to regular rehearsals on 

Thursdays from 4:30 to 5:30 and attend 

the special rehearsal on  

Friday March 27 from 5:00 to 9:00 
 

For those children who are available 

to come to most of the regular 

Thursday rehearsals, we have a special 

part in the musical for you.  
 

We will work on more music  

and have opportunities for solos and 

speaking roles.  

Thursdays Rehearsals  

February 19 & 26 

March 5, 12, 19, & 26 

P A G E  1 0  

Children’s Musical 
 

“The Singing Bishop” 
A Palm Sunday Musical by Hal Hopson for all Children.  

All children are welcome to participate in our annual musical. This year we are 

excited to present a Palm Sunday musical about the origins of  the song  

“All Glory, Laud, and Honor”. We need help on stage and off, so contact 

pheckman@tmpc.org soon to participate.  
 

There are two ways to get involved this year: 

Attend only the special rehearsal on 

Friday March 27 from 5:00 to 9:00 
 

For those children who might not be 

free to come to most of the regular 

Thursday rehearsals, we have a 

special part in the musical for you. We 

will work on a few songs and may 

even have a line or special moment for 

you. We also have opportunities off 

and backstage. Dinner will be 

provided for those participating.   
 

Parents—this is a great opportunity 

for a “parents night out” too! Drop off 

the kids and enjoy a free Friday.  

T I D I N G S  

mailto:pheckman@tmpc.org


 

 All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
The Children’s Musical that we be presenting in worship on Palm Sunday, tells 

the story of the creation of the famous hymn All Glory, Laud, and Honor, 

which is traditionally sung on Palm Sunday as the choir, children, and/or 

pastors process into the worship service. This reminds us of  Jesus’ procession 

through Jerusalem on the back of a donkey as the crowds shouted Hosanna 

and waved palm branches in the air.  

T I D I N G S  
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Bishop Theodulph, a great pastor, poet and educator, was imprisoned in Anger, in the 

District of Orleans, by King Louis I, King of France and Emperor of the Holy Roman 

Empire. The charge was treason against the crown. According to legend, King Louis was 

leading the Palm Sunday procession through the streets of Anger in 821, when suddenly 

from the prison tower burst forth the sound of a voice singing Gloria, laus et honor. The King 

stopped the procession to listen to the beautiful solo. Upon inquiring who it was, King 

Louis, to his great amazement was told that it was none other than Theodulph, whom he 

had unjustly imprisoned. Whereupon, so the story goes, “The gentle and merciful monarch 

was moved with compassion, and from that hour he delivered and pardoned him, and sent 

him back to his church, absolved of the crime whereof he had been accused.  
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Winter English Tea 

Movie Night 
Our movie nights have been a big success. We meet for a light meal 
and then watch a movie, followed by interesting discussion. The 
movie "Second Hand Lions" was enjoyed by all. Most recently, we 
viewed “Lars and the Real Girl” on February 13th.  

Fellowship Committee 
The Fellowship Committee is planning some interesting new events and a new take on an 

old activity. We hope to have activities that appeal to all age groups and to encourage 
fellowship among our members.  

We meet the first Monday of the month at 11:15. We welcome new members and ideas!  
Please contact Linda Torda at (215) 651-3331 or lrtorda@comcast.net.  

T I D I N G S  

December 6th we presented a traditional English Tea. It was held at the beautifully decorated home 

of Mike and Sue Wert. It was a fabulous event with delicious food and tea. We were entertained by 

the lovely playing of the dulcimer by our own talented Jan Crum.   

Recent Events 

A variation on last year’s "Meet and Eat," participants will meet in each 
other's homes for a themed meal.  The hosts will provide the entrees and 
guests will provide sides, appetizers or desserts. Participants also bring 
their own place settings. Please join us for a casual, fun evening of good 
conversation and food! Our first dinner will be February 21 at 5:30 with 
the theme of Indoor Winter Picnic. Sign up on the table of Well Wishing 
or contact Linda Torda (215)-651-3331 or lrtorda@comcast.net. 

TMPC Supper Club 

         Spring English Tea -- May 2 

Chanticleer Estate Gardens -- Jun 2 

Upcoming Events 

Speaker Series -- April 25 
Clive Ensher will be speaking about vintage costume jewelry. 

A wonderful bus trip and tour of Chanticleer Estate Gardens with lunch to follow. 

mailto:lrtorda@comcast.net?subject=Spring%20Tidings%20Fellowship%20Committee%20link
mailto:lrtorda@comcast.net?subject=TMPC%20supper%20club
http://www.chanticleergarden.org/
http://www.chanticleergarden.org/
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The Mission and Stewardship Committee is focusing on FEEDING THE HUNGRY in the first quarter of 2015.  
Our January focus was on Souper Bowl Sunday.   We collected 445 cans this year. Thanks to all who donated 
for your generosity!  We will distribute the cans to four local food pantries in Lambertville, Morrisville and 
Doylestown.  Beyond the Souper Bowl Sunday donation, TMPC has had a long standing relationship with two 
of these pantries.  Here’s some more information about them if you want to get involved:   

 

Food Center at the Morrisville Presbyterian Church.  The Morrisville Food Center provides non-perishable 
groceries and other fresh, frozen or baked food items when available, as well as personal care items, to those 
in need.  Volunteers are needed to pack food bags and stock cupboards on Monday evenings; to assist clients 
on Wednesday from 8:45-12:30; to pick up purchased and donated food Tuesday and Thursdays; and to help 
with various administrative, planning, publicity, and fundraising tasks.  Contact John Donahue 
(jjdpharma@aol.com or 215-968-6812) 
 

Fisherman’s Mark.  Fisherman’s Mark is an organization which serves the low income population in the greater New 
Hope/Lambertville area.  It operates a food pantry, a Latino outreach program and the Lambertville Academy, an 
educational program for children in kindergarten through age 14.  Its mission is to help its clients address their own 
needs and to encourage self-reliance and responsibility.  Volunteers are needed to assist with the food pantry and 
other services such as tutoring or ESL instruction.  Contact Michelle Summerson (215-534-0672 or 
mcsummerson@gmail.com) for information on how you can participate in this ministry. 
 

In February and March, we’ll turn our attention to four other wonderful local missions that focus on feeding the 
hungry—Aid for Friends, Trenton Area Soup Kitchen (T.A.S.K.), 30 Hour Famine and Philabundance.  Here’s some 
additional information on how you can get involved:  
 

Aid for Friends.  Aid for Friends serves needy, isolated, primarily elderly people in the greater Philadelphia area by 
preparing free home-cooked meals that are delivered by volunteers who also spend time with recipients.  TMPC is 
seeking members of our congregation to: (1) sign up once a month to bring food items which are needed for our 
meal preparation and/or (2) help at 9:00 a.m. on the second Tuesday of each month when we assemble 100 meal 
trays, which are later delivered to Aid for Friends’ headquarters in Philadelphia for distribution to the shut-ins. 
Contact Susan Achenbach (suachenbach@comcast.net or 267-264-5197) or Holly Tomkovicz 
(hollytomkovicz@gmail.com or 215-550-6817) for more information on how you can participate in this ministry. 

 

Trenton Area Soup Kitchen.  The Trenton Area Soup Kitchen serves meals to more than 3,000 people each 
week.  Members of TMPC assist in serving the mid-day meal one day each month from 9:15 am – 1:00 pm.  
After serving, the group stops for lunch at Dominick’s.  Contact John Davis (johndavis@prodigy.net or 215-
968-9336) for information on how you can participate in this ministry. 
 

30-Hour Famine.   On Feb 27-28, TMPC’s youth will once again be supporting the 30-Hour Famine.  Every year, 
hundreds of thousands of students do the Famine.  They go without food for 30 hours, experiencing hunger 
firsthand.  In the process, they learn about world hunger and raise funds to support World Vision’s programs 
that feed children and families around the world who face hunger every day.  Contact Bailey Pruner (215-862-
2440 or bpruner@tmpc.org) for information on how you can support this ministry. 
 

Philabundance.  On Saturday, March 7, we will send a work crew to the Philabundance food warehouse.  

Philabundance is the region's largest food bank and hunger relief organization and works with more than 600 

neighborhood organizations.  We will meet at TMPC at 7:30 AM and return before 1 PM.  It is a terrific way to help 

out those who are less fortunate than we are.  Sign up at the Table of Well Wishing (and please provide your email 

address).  Contact Steve Sailer (ssailer@stuckertyates.com) with any questions.   

Mission and Stewardship  

Feeding the Hungry 

http://www.souperbowl.org/
http://mpcusa.net/food-center/
mailto:jjdpharma@aol.com
http://www.fishermansmark.org/
mailto:mcsummerson@gmail.com
http://aidforfriends.org/
mailto:suachenbach@comcast.net
mailto:hollytomkovicz@gmail.com
http://www.trentonsoupkitchen.org/
mailto:johndavis@prodigy.net
http://www.30hourfamine.org/
mailto:bpruner@tmpc.org
http://www.philabundance.org/
mailto:ssailer@stuckertyates.com
http://mpcusa.net/food-center
http://www.fishermansmark.org/
http://www.trentonsoupkitchen.org/
http://aidforfriends.org/
http://www.philabundance.org/
http://www.souperbowl.org/
http://www.30hourfamine.org/
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Letters to the Congregation 

 Marlene Clark and her family want to express their 
heartfelt thanks to the Pastors and members of TMPC for their 
love, support, card, flowers, meals, and especially for their 
prayers during this very difficult time. 
 The loss of Leon leaves quite a void in our lives, but our 
Lord and Savior will give us peace and strength everyday. 

Dear Thompson Family, 
 Your letter of well wishing touched me deeply.  Thank you for cards & prayers.  
    With love & gratitude, Chris & Paul (Cherwien) 

Dear Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church, 

 Thank you so much for lifting me up in 

prayer! Richard Wustholz must be a very special 
member of your church, and I am so happy he 

is a friend of my son, Cole.  It meant so much to 

me to receive your church bulletin and see my 

name listed.  It was amazing to get a personal 

note with so many signatures.  I have carried 

both of these to each infusion to keep me 
positive.  You are a very special congregation! 

 I am halfway through my chemo and will 

have further testing at the end of February.  I 

truly believe God is holding my hand 

throughout and I so thank you for praying for 
me. 

   Love, Kim Donatelli 

Dear Thompson Church Family, 
 Thank you very much for 
all of your beautiful prayers, love 
and support at this very difficult 
time.  Your thoughtfulness is great-
ly appreciated. 
 May God Bless you and 
this Blessed Christmas season. 
 Love, Denise, Eric, & Erika 
Barash (friends of Berry’s) 

Dear Thompson Memorial Presbyterian,  

 Merry Christmas!  We are blessed to count you as partners 

and friends of UrbanPromise International.  Thank you so much for 

your generous support this year!  Because of you, UPI is able to 

train leaders to effect change in communities around the world.  

Thank you for walking alongside us in ministry - we are blessed by 

your gifts. 

  Miranda Kim, UrbanPromise International 
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December 20, 2014 
 

To Stuart and The Parishioners, 

  

  None of you can understand just 

how much your good wishes and 

thoughts mean to me. I am 

humbled to think that so many 

people who don't know me are 

willing to pray for me.  

  It can be very difficult to deal 

with this at times. For the most 

part, I have come to accept the 

inevitable, but I have my 

moments. Moments during which 

I wonder what I did to deserve 

this. The "why me's?" and the "I'm 

not ready to go yets". These times 

are getting fewer and farther 

between. It's made easier 

knowing that folks like you are 

pulling for me. 

 I'm determined to enjoy what 

time I have left. There are things 

I want to do before I go. I know 

that I can do everything I need to 

do. Thank you so much for being 

there for me. I truly appreciate 

your support. 

-- Kelly Moore (daughter-in-law of 

Nancylee Moore)   

V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1 V  

Letters (continued) 

T I D I N G S  

A sampling of ‘thank yous’ from recipients of our Operation 
Paperback books from The Church Has Left The Building 
project (each of 25 boxes sent contained 15-20 books plus a 
handwritten note on our TMPC notecards that have a 
painting of the church on them): 
 

* Thank you so much for the box of books.  I enjoyed them as 
well as my fellow soldiers.  Thank you for taking time out of 
your day to send those books.  It really made several soldiers 
happy.  I don’t think I could thank y’all enough.  Keep doing 
what y’all are doing. Receiving mail is one of the best things 
that happen over here!  Maybe one day I will get to visit your 
beautiful church to be able to thank y’all in person! -- God 
Bless, SGT Brianna Joiner, Bagram Airfield      
 

* Merry Christmas! Thanks for the books! My unit is very 
appreciative! --Alyssa Korb (from somewhere in the Middle 
East) 
 

* On behalf on the VA Ann Arbor Healthcare System patients, 
we would like to extend our appreciation to you for your 
donation of books.  Your thoughtfulness reflects the concern 
and compassion that you feel for our Veterans and the 
service they provided to all of us while in service to our 
country.  
 

* Thank you so much for donating books to our platoon.  We 
have been busy reading and enjoying the new titles you sent 
us.  -- Soldiers of 1st Platoon 

Dear Members of the Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
 Once again you have shown the true meaning of Christmas to our children and 
staff here at Childway.  Your kindness and generosity was overwhelming. It was apparent 
with each gift that care was taken in the designation of each gift to the child’s ability and 
need.  We cannot express enough gratitude for the time and effort you all applied from 
shopping to wrapping to delivering these presents. 
 God Bless You All! Best Wishes in the New Year!  
     (signed by 9 members of Childway staff) 

http://www.operationpaperback.org/
http://www.operationpaperback.org/


 

Our Mission 

We are a joyful family called by God 

Through Jesus Christ and empowered 

By the Holy Spirit to: 

Welcome all, share our faith, 

Love each other, serve the world and 

Glorify God. 

Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church 

1680 Aquetong Road, New Hope, PA  18938 

Office: (215) 862-2440 

Fax : (215) 862-9046 

Office open: Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Disciples - All Members of the Congregation  
 

www.tmpc.org 

Includes calendar, membership directory, sermon link 

Teaching Elder/Pastor (Sabbath: Monday)  Stuart H. Spencer sspencer@tmpc.org 

Teaching Elder/Associate Pastor (Sabbath: Friday) Bailey Pruner  bpruner@tmpc.org 

Director of Music  Peter F. Heckman, Jr pheckman@tmpc.org 

Director of Christian Education Children and Youth  Patty Gatto pgatto@tmpc.org 

Secretary   office@tmpc.org 

Church Accountant Linda Landis llandis@tmpc.org 

Sexton  George Salt  

Business Administrator (Volunteer) Sue Schaub sschaub@tmpc.org 

T I D I N G S  

Worship Schedule  
 

8:15  -- Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

9:45 -- Prayer Service in the Sanctuary 

9:45 -- Christian Education for All Ages 

11:00 -- Contemporary Worship in the Fellowship Hall  
 

Coffee Hour follows the services in Fellowship Hall  

http://www.tmpc.org
mailto:sspencer@tmpc.org
mailto:bpruner@tmpc.org
mailto:pheckman@tmpc.org
mailto:pgatto@tmpc.org
mailto:office@tmpc.org
mailto:llandis@tmpc.org
mailto:sschaub@tmpc.org

