
 

called “initiatives.”  Soon 

after our work, the 

Session intends to share 

the initiatives of our 

strategic plan with you. 

Then the time comes to 

do it. 

 

I am praying that this 

autumn will be a season 

of joyful and energetic 

activity. 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our congregation needs 

everyone in the game.  

The Christian life was 

never meant to be a 

spectator sport!  Pews are 

(Continued on page 2) 

Printed on the side of 

Home Depot’s large lawn 

bags are the words, “Let’s 

Do This.”  As corporate 

slogans go, I like this one 

a lot.  Last fall, as my 

sons and I raked the 

many leaves in our 

backyard, we filled 

dozens of Home Depot 

bags.  “Let’s do this,” I 

urged Sam and Miles and 

our dog, Jasmine, too.  

We did it and it was done.  

Doing can be wonderful.   

Doing can be immensely 

satisfying.  Doing, as 

James writes, is what 

marks a Christian.  We 

are alive and we are 

meant to move and to do 

this. 

 

Thompson Church: 

let’s do this! 

Throughout the course of 

this year, your Session 

has been deeply engaged 

in a strategic planning 

process.  You’ve been 

hearing about this 

important work.  In fact, 

many of you have raised 

your voices for what you 

hope we can become.  

Now the time is coming 

for us to do something. 

 

On Saturday, September 

12, the Session, along 

with members of the 

Deacons and the church, 

devoted the better part of 

the day to creating 

detailed plans of action 

“Let’s Do This!” 
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  Tidings 

“Where there is life, there is motion . . . Movement does not cause life,  

but it does invariably follow life.  It’s a sure sign that life is present.  

 Similarly, genuine faith in Christ should always result in 

actions that demonstrate faith.” 

(Excerpted from “Introduction to the Book of James,”  The Student Bible) 

 

“Do not merely listen to the Word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.” 

(James 1:22) 
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Wreaths Across America 
 

“It is for freedom that Christ has 

set us free” (Galatians 5:1a). 

 

Christ is the ultimate example of the cost of freedom:  

He suffered and died to free us from the burden and 

guilt of sin by taking the judgment on Himself, 

giving up His physical life on this earth to provide 

life for us eternally. 

 

As Americans, we know that many of our founders 

acknowledged a divine inspiration in the fight for 

freedom, and we believe it is important to honor all 

those who have given of themselves toward that end.  

One of the ways we can do that is through Wreaths 

Across America, an organization whose mission 

focuses on “the importance of remembering our 

fallen heroes, honoring those who serve, and 

teaching our children about the sacrifices made by 

veterans and their families to preserve our 

freedoms” (www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/about). 

 

On Saturday, Dec. 12, 2015 at 12:00 noon Wreaths 

Across America will be honoring veterans in 

cemeteries around the country, including here at 

Thompson Church’s own cemetery, where we will be 

joined by the Guardians of the National Cemetery.  

We will also hear from Pastor Stuart Spencer and 

Pastor Peter Gregory, who will be event speakers.  

The Wreaths Across America ceremony will be held 

near the flagpole, in Section A, which is the oldest 

and most historic section of the cemetery. 

 

There are veterans from many wars who rest here at 

our beautiful and historic Thompson Church 

Cemetery.  Every day in America we benefit from 

their sacrifice; in return would you give part of your 

day on Dec. 12 in their honor? 

 

If you would like to take a self-guided tour of our 

cemetery, help yourself to one of the pamphlets that 

are available near The Table of Well Wishing.  

These pamphlets include details about the 

cemetery’s history, a map, and descriptions of sites 

of special interest.    

 

  

   “Let’s Do This!” 
not bleacher seats.  Pews give us a 

place to rest for a time as we re-center our lives in 

Christ in worship and then rise to go and do it. 

 

Let’s do this!  Let’s make sure we worship together 

every Sunday that we’re in town.  We returned to 

two worship services on Sunday, September 13.  A 

more traditional service is offered in our Sanctuary 

at 8:30 a.m., while a more contemporary service is 

held in our Fellowship Hall at 11:00 a.m.  In 

between, we offer our Educational Hour for children, 

youth, and adults.  Let’s do this, too!  Let’s learn the 

Bible together. 

 

On Sunday, November 1, we will leave our building 

to go and serve others.  This is the fourth year that 

we will participate in the one-day, one-weekend 

mission event called The Church Has Left the 

Building.  On Sunday morning, as well as Saturday, 

you can go and help others in our community.  Let’s 

do this! 

 

In her wonderful book The Monastery of the 

Heart, author Joan Chittister writes about the 

importance of good work in the kingdom of God.  

She writes, “We live in a time . . . When the work we 

do is not nearly as important as knowing why we do 

it . . . Whatever kind of  work it is—professional or 

technical, physical or intellectual, financial or 

social—it is to be good work, work that makes the 

world a better, more just, more fair and more 

humane place for everyone . . . ‘Idleness is the enemy 

of the soul,’ the Rule of St. Benedict reminds us . . . 

Good work is a human being’s contribution to the 

development of humankind and the fulfillment of the 

universe . . . It is about completing the work of God 

in the upbuilding of the world.” 

Thompson Church:  Let’s do this! 

 

 —Stuart Spencer, Pastor 

T I D I N G S  

http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org
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             Business & 

 
This is due to the fact that the deduction for a 

donation of property to charity is equal to the 

property's current, fair-market value. Also, when 

the donated property is an investment, the donor 

does not have to recognize the capital gain. These 

rules create a "double play" of tax benefits:  a 

charitable deduction and a means to avert tax on 

the unrealized capital gains of the donated 

property. 

 

On behalf of the Session, I would like to thank you 

for your willingness to share your abundance and 

for your generous support.  

 

May we each experience the grace of God as we put 

our lives and our resources in God’s hands.  

 

In Christ, 

Stephen S. Miller,  

Chair, Business and Finance Committee 

 
TMPC has been blessed with your tithes and generous 

offerings this year.  We found ourselves in a positive 

position at the end of June 2015; however, member 

contributions fell significantly in July and August. 

We prayerfully ask and encourage each of you to 

remain current on your pledge and your giving. 

 

E-Giving is a great, convenient way to contribute to 

the ongoing ministry and mission of this church and 

has the added benefit of helping the church’s cash 

flow. (E-Givers, please remember to renew and 

update your giving with your financial institution.) 

 

For those of you who hold common stocks, making a 

donation of appreciated stock has many benefits.  

These include deducting the amount of the charitable 

donation and avoiding the unrealized gains on the 

donated stock. 

 
 

Finance 
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Behind Jim Seamans’ God-given gentleness of spirit is a man who has faced life-threatening danger as a 

bomber pilot in World War II – an experience that now enables his life to stand as a living witness to the 

faithfulness of our Lord:  “He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him” (Proverbs 30:5b). 
 

Jim entered World War II as a Christian, 

and before every one of his missions, he 

would attend the worship service held by 

the Air Force chaplain.  During these 

services, prayers would be lifted up to our 

sovereign God for safety and protection. 
 

Jim (in the back row, second from the 

right, in the photo) acknowledges God’s 

hand throughout his war experiences.  

“The Lord saw me through 30 missions.  

The only time I got shot down was on my 

final mission.  I got hit many times, but shot down only once, over Hamm, Germany.  I got a direct hit in my 

number-two engine, which was right outside my window.  I lost power in that engine and couldn’t maintain 

altitude.  I asked all members of the crew to throw overboard everything that had weight to it.”  At the time 

Jim didn’t realize just how literally his crew would respond…    
 

Jim recalls, “I realized there may be a possibility that I could get the plane back to England, but if I couldn’t, 

I might have to ditch the plane in the English Channel and be picked up by a rescue ship.  I checked with all 

my crew to see if they all had their lifejackets.”  As it turned out, Jim’s tailgunner, eager to comply with 

Jim’s earlier orders, had thrown his lifejacket overboard, and it had weighed only six ounces!  “My 

tailgunner made my decision easy.  Without his lifejacket, we couldn’t land in the English Channel, so I had 

to land somewhere in Europe.  I landed the plane outside of Brussels, Belgium in a bombed-out airfield.”  

God’s hand of protection and provision continued to be at work in Jim’s life even in this emergency landing, 

as the airfield “had been vacated by the enemy two weeks prior to this” and “an American unit had an 

ambulance in that field.”  The American rescue team rushed Jim to a hospital in Brussels in time to save his 

legs:  when his number-two engine was hit, the propeller broke loose from the crank shaft and the propeller 

sheared off the nose of the plane.  At 24,000 feet the air temperature was negative 51 degrees.  “I hadn’t 

worn my heated flying suit.  Both legs were frozen when I was taken to the hospital.  This experience made 

me realize that since God saw fit to keep me [alive], I wanted to do as much for Him as possible.”  
 

After returning home, Jim became active in church and eventually began to teach Scripture as a lay person.  

He did this for about 25 years until at one point a pastor asked him if he had ever thought of going into the 

ministry.  Jim decided to enter the Deaconate; he passed the exams and was ordained at age 65.  He served as 

an Assistant Pastor for six years at the Grace Reformed Episcopal Church in Scranton.  Jim says of that 

experience, “It was very rewarding.  It taught me – more than I had ever realized – that many people in 

churches are lonely.”  Jim called on his experiences as a bomber pilot to minister to those who were hurting, 

pointing people to a Savior who is sufficient for every kind of deliverance – from physical danger, emotional 

suffering, or the sinful human condition:  “Those who love me, I will deliver; I will protect those who know 

my name” (Psalm 91:14).   

This article was based on a conversation between Jim Seamans and Cynthia Tuleja on August 30, 2015.  It was 

inspired by research on Jim’s life performed by Hannah Wright, granddaughter of Ferman Lex. 

                 God’s Enduring Grace: 

       The Testimony of  Faith in Action 
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God’s Sovereignty: 

A Testimony to His Unwavering Care 
 

“Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, whose confidence is in Him. 

They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. 

It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. 

It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.” 

(Jeremiah 17:7-8) 
 

Three years ago, my children and I planted a tree in our front yard to commemorate the first 

anniversary of my husband’s death.  In my morning devotions the next day, I came across the 

Scripture above and let the words settle deep into my heart, for I was filled with fear and worry 

about how I was going to make it on my own with two young teenagers.  I clung to those words 

every time I looked out at that tiny tree, and I continued to turn to God’s life-giving promises 

whenever I felt overwhelmed. 
 

Fast forward to last month, when I dropped off my firstborn at Messiah College for her freshman 

year.  We arrived to an orientation theme entitled “Be Planted,” which focused on rooting 

ourselves in Christ and the college community.  I picked up our materials and there was the very 

Scripture from Jeremiah that had given me hope and encouragement again and again.  I knew at 

that moment that this was the right place for me to leave my daughter…warmly embraced in 

God’s arms. 
 

God is faithful throughout the seasons of our lives, and I praise Him for teaching us in unexpected 

ways. 

 

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built 

up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.” 

(Colossians 2:6-7) 

                                                                                                                              —Michelle Summerson 
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Youth Ministry Calendar 
Fall 2015 

SAVE THE DATE  
 

Friday, November 6th 
Movie with a Mission  

 
Friday, December 18th 

Christmas Party 
 

February 26-27 
30 Hour Famine 

  

“Don’t let anyone 

look down on 

you because you 

are young, but 

set an example 

for the believers 

in speech, in 

conduct, in love, 

in faith, and in 

purity.” 

1 Tim. 4:12 

Upcoming Youth Events 

 

Youth Ministry 
 

Join us on Sunday evenings, 

starting on September 13,  

for our weekly youth group gatherings! 

 

ROCK:  6th-8th Grade -- 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Rooted:  9th-12th Grade -- 7:30-9:00 p.m. 

Bonfire and Barbecue with 

Newtown Presbyterian 

Sunday, October 4, 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

at the home of Janet Eshleman 

1556 River Road, New Hope, PA  

 

Mercy Me Concert  

Saturday, October 24, 7:00-10:00 p.m. 

at the Sun National Bank Center 

Trenton, NJ 

Tickets are limited, so sign up today! 

 

Movie Night with a Mission 

Friday, November 6, 6:00-8:30 p.m. 

Join us in Fellowship Hall  

for a screening of Inside Out!  

More details to come! 

Save the Dates! 

Christmas Party: 

Friday, December 18 

——————- 

30-Hour Famine: 

February 26-27 

——————- 

Mission Trips: 

Be sure to check out the 

article on p. 7 about this 

summer’s youth mission trips 

and the dates and locations 

for next year! 

Questions? 

Want to sign up? 

Need more information? 

Contact Bailey Pruner: 

215.862.2440 

bpruner@tmpc.org 
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INTERGENERATIONAL BREAKFAST! 
Mark your calendars and join the fun for 

our Sunday School Celebration! 
 

If you have attended one of Thompson’s 

Senior Luncheons, then we have a 

breakfast for you!  On June 14 from 

9:45-10:45 our children and youth will be 

celebrating another great year of Sunday 

School. We will serve a continental 

breakfast, enjoy some games, have some 

intergenerational chatter, and watch 

some videos that the children have 

made. Your invitation will be coming in 

the mail!  

V O L U M E  1 1 ,  I S S U E  2  

many students who came to 

Long Island this past 

summer!  
 

Our Junior High Mission 

Team traveled to Kirkwood-

Brainerd Camp to participate 

in its Mission Outreach 

Camp.  Each morning our 

youth helped to build and 

repair bunk beds that would 

be used in the coming 

weeks.  Each afternoon our 

youth were involved in many 

aspects of life at camp, 

participating in:  tubing down 

the river, high ropes, meals, 

and worship.  

 

A special note of thanks to 

Gerson and his team at 

Kirkwood-Brainerd for 

their warm welcome and 

smiling faces!   

Spotlight on Youth Mission! 
This summer, the youth of 

Thompson Memorial 

Presbyterian Church went 

out to be the hands and feet 

of Jesus in two local 

communities.  

 

Our Senior High Mission 

Team traveled up to Long 

Island, NY to help with the 

rebuilding and recovery 

effort from the effects of 

super-storm Sandy. The folks 

on Long Island were very 

welcoming, and our high 

school students stepped up 

to the challenge as they laid 

flooring, built stairs, stained 

decks, and hung doors. 
 

A special note of thanks to 

the Next Step Ministry 

Team, who worked hard all 

summer preparing worksites, 

meals, and housing for the 

Join our team next year!!! 

Jr. High Mission Team at Kirkwood-Brainerd 

Sr. High Mission Team to Long Island, NY 

Jr. High Mission Trip  
Kirkwood-Brainerd  

Stroudsburg, PA 
July 24-30 

 

Sr. High Mission Trip 
Next Step Ministries 

Crownpoint, NM  
July 10-16 

Join us on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in 
the Conference Room, starting 
on September 20, as we explore 
what it means to be a 
Presbyterian.  
  

September 20  
Introduction 

 

September 27 
How Did the Presbyterian Church 

Get Started? 
 

October 4 
Why Are We Called Presbyterian? 

 

October 11 
What Is Presbyterian Worship? 

 

October 18 
What Do Presbyterians Believe 

about the Sacraments?  
 
 
 
 

October 25 
What Do Presbyterians Believe 

about the People of God? 
 

November 8 
What Do Presbyterians Do? 

 

For more information  
please contact Bailey Pruner at 

bpruner@tmpc.org. 

Fall Adult Forum Defined 
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A Fond Look Back at Vacation Bible School 
 

This summer forty children from Thompson Church and 

our community “camped out” at Bible School to learn 

about how Jesus is able to do his work through us. The 

children enjoyed hearing about David, Goliath, Deborah, 

Shadrach, Meshach, Abednago, Bartimaeus, Saul, 

Annanias, and, of course, Jesus. Children learned through 

music, recreation, crafts, drama, and prayer. New this 

year was our “God Time” room where the children could 

spend time with God using thirteen different stations, 

which included a sand station, a finger labyrinth station, 

a picture station, a puzzle station, an art station, a 

“WOW” station, a nature station, and many more! (The 

most amazing part was that the only rule for the room 

was that everyone needed to be quiet in order to respect 

others’ time with God. It actually worked…talk about a 

WOW moment!) 

 

On our last day, the campers got a chance to see what it was like to have special needs. They rode in a wheel chair, 

used a walker to get around, and tried to trace several lines with cataracts (sunglasses with Vaseline inside).  They 

then had to pick up pennies with thick rubber gloves to test their dexterity and say nursery rhymes holding their 

tongue or palate to see what it was like to have a cleft lip or palate. With each experience our children learned that we 

can be the hands and feet of Jesus with those around us who need a little extra TLC. As a group we raised enough 

money to pay for the needed surgery for a child through the Smile Train Program. It was a great week! 

 

Many thanks to God for our fabulous adults:  Jo Ann Alberts, Linda Bishop, Alyssa Capel, Marlene Clark, Christene 

Garafola, Tracey Jefferson, Katie Lyons, Jane Mayrhofer, Bob McBride, Joyce McBride, Melissa Michael, Bailey 

Pruner, Amy Repasy, Carol Sager, Tim Sager, Carol Salt, George Salt, Jaimie Salt, Sarah Summerson, and Emily 

Wenz.  We are also grateful to God for our awesome teens:  Kate Borrows, Kevin Brewer, Schuyler Cauley, Max 

Charney, Emily Clark, Delaney Cullura, Bernie Del Prado, Morgan Guest, Riley Kay, Olivia Kouveras, Matthew 

Lieber, Blake Poulson, and Emma Repasy.  



 

Y our Invite d to Ch urc h Ladie s ~ Sept. 5 

 

                              Kids’ Club 
 

Children from kindergarten through fifth grade are welcome to meet 

on the second Friday of the month for dinner, games, crafts, drama, 

and a Bible story.  The evening begins at 5:30 p.m. and ends at 7:30 

p.m.  This is a true opportunity for fellowship and fun!  Our theme for 

this year is exploring the gifts that God has given to each of us!  We 

hope to see you for our first Kids’ Club on October 9! 

 

 

                                                          
                  Junior Church 

 

If you love children and wish to share the love of Jesus, perhaps you 

would like to be a Junior Church Leader!  The lessons are scripted for the 

leading adults and placed on a large flip chart for the students.  Each 

week the class gets to engage in its own kid-friendly worship service with 

a sermon (Bible story) and a response to the Word (craft).  Patty Gatto 

will train you on your first Sunday!  Please contact Colleen Koh 

(colleenkoh@gmail.com) and choose the Sundays that work for you. 

 

 

 

                                                      

                              Drama Group 

                               

Looking for a new, creative way to praise God and spread the 

good news?  We have a place for you!  The TMPC Drama Group 

meets once a month on the third Saturday, from 2:00 to 4:00 

p.m.  During our workshops, participants get to improve their 

skills of public speaking, improvisation, and acting through fun, 

nonintimidating games that foster talent and confidence.  Those 

skills are then used in skits and plays for worship or Sunday 

School gatherings.  No previous experience is needed!  Everyone 

from fifth grade through adults is welcome to join us!  Come 

check out our first meeting on Saturday, October 17!  
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An Eager Look Ahead at Children’s Programs 

All children from nursery through senior high must have a TMPC Program Registration/

Medical Form on file in the office.  You can register your child online on our website 

(www.tmpc.org) or pick up a sheet on The Table of Well Wishing.  The information on this 

form helps to protect your child in case of an emergency and also allows us to best serve his/her 

needs.  Paper registrations can be placed in Patty Gatto’s mailbox in the office.  Thank you! 

http://tmpc.org/christian-education-formation/
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    Spotlight on…Spotlight on…  
  

God is truly at work in the young lives in our family of faith!  Not only are God is truly at work in the young lives in our family of faith!  Not only are 

they active in the life of our church family, but they glorify God by living into they active in the life of our church family, but they glorify God by living into 

the gifts that He gives in abundance.  If you would like to share with us (in the gifts that He gives in abundance.  If you would like to share with us (in 

the next issue of the Tidings) the joy expressed in the lives of your children or the next issue of the Tidings) the joy expressed in the lives of your children or 

young people (through college age), please feel free to contact Patto Gatto young people (through college age), please feel free to contact Patto Gatto 

(pgatto@tmpc.org) or Cynthia Tuleja (ctuleja@tmpc.org) by October 15. (pgatto@tmpc.org) or Cynthia Tuleja (ctuleja@tmpc.org) by October 15.   

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————   

  

Madison Ritter, age 7, loves art and is very talented with her attention to 

detail in her artwork.  She plays soccer, does gymnastics, and plays 

piano.  She is also very happy to be a Brownie! 

Dylan Ritter, age 5, loves every sport and will be playing soccer this fall, but 

his true love is basketball.  He is just waiting until he is old enough to play 

on a team!  He is a bright little boy and is very interested in learning; he 

typically remembers everything that you tell him! 

 

Miles Spencer, age 12, started a new school 

this year, The Pen Ryn School, as a sixth-

grader.  He will be playing on the soccer 

team this fall and on the basketball team in 

the winter.  He had to wear a uniform at his previous school and is very glad 

that Pen Ryn does not require a uniform!  He is also excited about the 

cafeteria lunch at Pen Ryn, which is way better than the cafeteria food at 

his old school (according to Miles).  He is taller than his mom now, which is 

also a bonus.  Life for Miles is pretty good these days.  His bearded dragon, 

Spike, is about to turn two years old and has grown to full size.  Sometimes 

his father puts Spike on his mother’s side of their bed to hang out and this 

does not bother his mother too much (which she believes is to her credit). 

Sam Spencer, age 16, started eleventh grade at Holy Ghost Prep this 

year.  He got his driver’s license at the end of July and his parents still 

can’t believe that they actually went out and bought a third car for 

him to drive!  His parents never thought they would get a third car, 

but the reality of life made this the most economical and efficient 

option for him to get to school and to crew practice.  The car is a 2005 

Saab 9.5, which suits Sam very well.  Holy Ghost is launching a crew 

team this year and Sam is part of the inaugural team.  This will also 

be his most challenging year of high school (two AP classes, SATs, 

college visits), so we welcome your prayers and your encouragement!   

  

  

T I D I N G S  
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  SessionSession HighlightsHighlights  
           

             The following are highlights from Bob Auwarter, Clerk of Session. 

 

At the July 28  meeting (Session did not meet in August), Session approved:  

 The baptisms of Mike Lieber, Matthew Lieber, and Mike Summerson on Sunday, August 9, following the 9:30 a.m. 

worship service 

 The sealing and striping of the parking lot for a sum not to exceed $7,300.00 

 The hiring of Colton Martin for the part-time position of Organist/Accompanist and Grant Farmer for the part-time 

position of Contemporary Worship Music Leader.  It was noted that, as part-time employees, these positions, as well 

as last month’s hiring of a part-time Choir Director, result in a reduction of $20,000.00 in cost, compared to the 

previous two positions of full-time Choir Director and Organist. 

Pastor Pruner will lead training sessions on Church Community Builder at 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. on August 18 in the 

Conference Room. 

                                           

              At the June 16 meeting, Session: 

Approved the following Five Core Values and their definitions: 

1. Bible-Centered Preaching/Teaching:  We provide Scripture-based guidance for Christian living. 

2. Biblical Hospitality —  “Welcome All/Warm Fellowship:”  Our actions and words demonstrate that everyone 

is a child of God. 

3. Fellowship/Church Life:  We are committed to creating a loving Christian Environment. 

4. Support Local Missions:  We fulfill the Gospel of Jesus Christ by serving those in need. 

5. Caring for Each Other:  We are a family that provides unconditional support to each other. 

Approved the hiring of Patricia Murphy for the part-time position of Choir Director.  Patricia begins her work 

with us in mid-August.  The Worship and Music Committee continues to search for two more part-time music 

positions. 

  

          At the May 19 meeting, the Session: 

Received a report from Pastor Pruner on her attendance at a recent Youth Ministry Conference at Princeton 

Theological Seminary 

Met with Vernon Bramble, Strategic Plan Consultant, to receive an update on the progress of the development of the 

Strategic Plan and to hear results of the discussions with the Youth Focus Group.  The Long-Range Planning 

Committee will continue to seek opportunities for our young people to take part in our strategic planning process.  

Approved the request for the baptism of Jonah David Prescott Oxley, son of David and Danielle, on Sunday, May 31 

Received a report from the Property Committee that included information on the painting of the exterior wood trim of 

the Sanctuary and on parking lot, flagstone, and wrought-iron fencing repair 

Received an update from the Music and Worship Committee on the progress of the search for Traditional Music, 

Contemporary Music, and Organist positions.  Our search thus far has yielded a strong number of interested, 

qualified candidates.  

Received a report from the Membership Development Committee that included an update on the construction of the 

new website for TMPC.  Thompson’s new website will go public sometime in July.  Session is most grateful for the 

excellent work of Chris Miller. 
T I D I N G S  



 

Ministry without Borders: 
Living out the “Great Commission” in Ireland, Trenton, 

Mexico, and Just outside the Church Building! 

T I D I N G S  
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Jesus’ last recorded call on the lives of His disciples, known as the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20), 

enjoins them to “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…” 

 

As Jesus’ followers today, that call is on our lives as well.  

 

We are blessed to see God’s Kingdom work expand through the acts of service of so many in our lives of 

faith.  Join us over the next few pages, with submissions by Chris Miller, Rick Foltz, and Rick Schaub, for 

glimpses into missions past, missions underway, and missions yet to come — in the service of the boundless 

love of our Savior! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The call in Ireland... 
 

Good Evening from Groomsport, 
 

Tomorrow morning [Sunday, August 30] marks my official 

introduction as the Assistant Minister of Groomsport Presbyterian 

Church; and on the eve of that day I wanted to say again how 

thankful I am for the time I got to spend with each and every one 

of you these past two years.  Mary Erin and I have been blessed 

beyond count by each of you.  From long conversations over 

dinner to kind and helpful feedback on my preaching, I have been 

shaped by our time together.  The pastor I am slowly becoming is 

in large part thanks to each of you! 
 

As I mentioned before we left, we would love to hear from folks 

back home as often as people feel led.  [Personal contact 

information is available in the hard copies of the Tidings on The 

Table of Well Wishing at the church.]  You can also...find 

updates on PreachingPanda.com.  If you would ever like to talk 

“in person,” we can arrange a call over Skype or Viber (if you 

don’t know what those are, don’t worry about it!).  Of course, if you find yourself in Belfast in the next 

year, come visit! 
 

Finally, several folks have asked about photos or video from my ordination service in July.  I am working 

with the people who did the recording to try and get a copy that I can post online; as soon as I am able, I 

will send a link.  In the meantime, you can listen to three sermons I preached over the summer at 

PreachingPanda.com/sermons. 
 

Friends, thank you again for your kindness to both of us these past years.   I hope that life brings us 

together again soon! 
 

Peace, 

Rev. Christopher Miller 

Assistant Minister 

Groomsport Presbyterian Church 

http://preachingpanda.com/
http://preachingpanda.com/sermons/
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The call in Trenton, New Jersery... 

 

During the first week of August, TMPC was again the organizer for the last week of the UrbanPromise 

Summer Camp for 40+ campers, ages 6 to 14.  We had 18 people volunteer for the week.  Activities were 

structured around daily themes:  Art Day, Reading Day, Sports Day, and a day for Mission. We shared with 

the campers pictures and stories of the TMPC mission trip to ConeXión Mosaico that was completed in late 

July. They learned that children in other parts of the world have a need for faith. 

 

In writing letters to children they will never meet, they wrote words 

of encouragement:  “just believe,” “just call on God,” “pray when 

you are down.”   

 

From Emaya:  “Dear person, I just want you to know that you have 

someone praying for you in New Jersey.  Just believe...Things do get 

better!” 

 

From Javan:  “When it looks like you won’t make it, just call on God.  Just give it all to the Lord.  All I have 

to say is: look up and you will make it, I know; and the Lord will keep you.” 

 

From Sincere:  “Hi, my name is Sincere and here are some school objects for this year. You might not know 

me, but I’m a kid just like you and I know that you are in pain, but when you get older I promise your life will 

be better.  Just pray when you are down, and you will be okay.  I just know it!!  Remember what I said:  pray 

to God.” 

 

The wonderful outcome of all of these activities is the Joy that goes both ways!  We are always looking for 

people to help out at UrbanPromise year-round.  Tutoring is a big need.  If you are interested in helping in the 

upcoming school year, please contact Rick Foltz. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The call just outside the church... 

Hold the date!  Please mark Sunday, November 1, on 

your calendars for The Church Has Left the Building.  

 

We will not be holding worship services that day, but we 

will be offering our church family the opportunity to 

participate in a variety of service projects which benefit 

many of the organizations that TMPC regularly supports 

(and a few others).  We’ve set a goal of 200 participants this year, and we will have meaningful projects for 

all generations.  We hope to have full church participation.  Friends and non-church members are also 

welcome to participate.  

 

Project signups will start on Sunday, October 11.  
  

http://urbanpromisetrenton.org/
http://urbanpromisetrenton.org/


 

 

As part of our new global mission partnership with ConeXión Mosaico (www.conexionmosaico.net), a small group led 

by Pastor Stuart traveled to Mexico City from July 18-25.  ConeXión Mosaico’s mission is “to birth, coach, and develop 

multiplying holistic churches, community-based projects and organizations, and broad-based coalitions that make 

long-lasting and transformative changes in the lives of urban poor people, communities, and cities.”   Our group was 

accompanied by a sister crew from Media Presbyterian Church.  In the mornings the group assisted in a children’s 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) camp and participated in a small, community project; in the afternoon they facilitated a 

Bible study.   

 

Move with us through this mission as you view the following photos from the trip! 

 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

                                                                               Atop the Mayan pyramids:  Tom Baer, Stuart Spencer, Nicole Wanat, 

                                                                                                         and Emily Wenz:  the TMPC team!  
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  The call in Mexico...    
 

T I D I N G S  

 

Our walk to lunch in the community each day… 
 

The homes are very small and made of cinder block. 

Some don’t even have glass on the windows; others are 

completely unfinished because families ran out of funds. 
 

A water truck would come by every two days or so.  

If you want water (not for drinking), you have to come 

outside with some money and your buckets 

in order to get them filled. 
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There were about 150 total kids enrolled in the Bible school in San 

Sebastian, which is one of two different locations where ConeXión ran 

Bible schools this summer.  We had about 125 attending each day — 

more than ConeXión has ever had! The kids were between the ages of 

four and twelve. There were also teen volunteers from the community; 

they were sixteen and seventeen  years old. The theme for the VBS 

was “Cristo es mi Superheroe” or “Jesus is my superhero” —  hence 

the super Jesus shirts that we got to wear on the last day with the 

kids! 



 

God’s Creative Spirit 
Manifested in His Servants: 

Meet Our Gifted New Music Team! 
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Grant Farmer, our new Contemporary Worship Music Leader, grew up in 

a musical family.  His mother was his music teacher in elementary 

school.  Grant enjoyed being part of praise teams when he was growing 

up, playing contemporary music in church and later in college groups. 

 

Before moving to this area, Grant spent about five years as a volunteer in 

churches in Tennessee — singing, playing guitar and keyboard, and at 

times also leading the praise music.  Professionally, Grant worked for the 

last five years as a Director of Choral Activities at a high school in 

Lebanon, Tennessee.  This fall Grant will begin his studies at 

Westminster Choir College toward a Master of Music in Choral 

Conducting.   

 

In his free time Grant enjoys backpacking and rock climbing; he spent 

some refreshing down time in Colorado this summer exploring the Rocky 

Mountains and hanging out with friends. 

 

As Grant reflected on what it means to be part of the worship music team in a church, he said, “My belief is that 

music has a strong connection to the individual’s soul in conjunction with the Scriptures or prayers that we speak/

hear, and it can express feelings in a manner and depth that many of us cannot reach solely by word.” 

 

Patricia Murphy, our new Choir Director, earned a Bachelor of Music in 

Vocal Performance at Westminster Choir College and subsequently has 

been involved in music in a variety of settings.  Tricia has taught voice, 

piano, and violin privately; and she has performed small roles and sung in 

the chorus of operas in Italy and Israel. 

Tricia’s previous experience in worship music was at Newtown 

Presbyterian Church, where she served as a Children’s Choir Director for 

two years and a Vocalist for thirteen years.  In academic contexts, Tricia 

worked in New Jersey as a General Music teacher and a Musical Director 

at The Cambridge School in Pennington (five years) and also as a 

General Music teacher and Choir Director at The Chapin School in 

Princeton (one year). 

Tricia loves working with children and thinks of her time directing the 

musicals and children’s choirs at The Cambridge School as among her 

career highlights. 

Tricia has three kids, ages 10, 8, and 5; they are all involved in youth sports.  In Tricia’s free time she loves to read, 

go to the beach, and spend time with her husband and kids.   
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Colton Martin, our new Organist/Accompanist, has been a church musician for the last 12 years.  He began playing 

at churches and nursing homes when he was about 11 years old and now sees music and church as inseparable. 

 

This year Colton received his Bachelor of Arts from Benedictine  

College in Kansas with a triple major in Music, Theology, and  

Philosophy. While in Kansas, Colton worked for the last two  

years as the Assistant Director of Music at Saint 

Benedict Parish, and he also taught organ privately.  

 

Colton recently moved to this area to begin his studies at Westminster 

Choir College, where he is seeking to earn a Master of Sacred Music with 

an emphasis in Choral Conducting. 

 

Colton aspires to be a professional church musician.  He believes that 

playing the organ is more than just delivering the right notes:  organists 

should educate in their selections of music. Colton believes there are two 

pillars that support his thinking about music and worship:  1)  Music 

and worship are integrally related.  2)  Giving our best is essential to 

worship because “each of us is called to use our talents and gifts for 

service:  to serve God and to offer Him praise through the fostering and 

using of our gifts, as well as to serve His flock, leading them closer to 

Him through what is true, good, and beautiful.” 

 

Colton is an Eagle Scout and enjoys scuba diving, hiking, camping, 

reading, and playing music just for fun!  
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Letters to the Congregation 

Dear Thompson Memorial, 

 

Just wanted to say thank you for the kind note you sent when Dan’s parents were killed in the 

motorcycle accident.  They were doing something they loved to do, and they were together.  

Although we miss them intensely, we know that God is good, and we feel that “peace that 

passeth understanding.” 

 

Pat and Buss enjoyed our visit in New Hope when we came for the Shaffer/Sager wedding.  

You are a special church and we appreciate your prayers. 

 

From Dan and Kim Shaffer 

 

Dear Pastor Spencer and Thompson Church Friends, 

 

Thank you for the Letter of Well Wishing after my ACL 

surgery.  It was nice of everyone to sign my letter and be 

thinking of me during my recovery. 

 

From Cole Davis 

 

Dear Thompson Church Family, 

 

I wanted to thank you for the Letter of Well Wishing after the death of Peter Frederick.  You may only 

think you are signing a name, but the warmth and love from you all is a source of comfort during this 

time of loss.  It is something I will treasure.  Peter was forgotten by many people after he had a stroke 

23 years ago.  But TMPC and its members always reached out to us and I thank you for that. 

 

From Peg Van Arsdale 

Dear Pastor Spencer and church 

members, 

 

My dad and I would like to express 

our sincere gratitude for the letter 

from the Thompson Church.  It is 

so comforting to know that many 

people are keeping us in their 

prayers.  We are truly blessed to 

have such a special friendship with 

Guy and Joan Scala.  Thank you 

again for remembering us in our 

time of need. 

 

Sincerely, 

Eileen and Rob Kradoska and 

Harry Trampe 
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Letters (continued) 

T I D I N G S  

 

Dear Stuart, 

 

What a blessing to have had the opportunity to paddle along with you and your son, Sam, in our Paddle 

for Promise fundraising event, held on July 7, 2015.  The best word to describe the paddle is “epic” – 25 

miles down the Delaware from Trenton to Camden, in outrigger boats; all to raise funds to support our 

StreetLeader Program here at UrbanPromise Trenton (UP Trenton).  I am thrilled to share that, to 

date, we have raised very close to $30,000 to support our StreetLeader Program.  And your faith family, 

the good people of TMPC, raised $18,250 of those funds!  And this means that TMPC wins the inaugural 

Golden Paddle Award!  This is outstanding and we are so grateful for this significant support. 

 

I wanted to also acknowledge the TMPC members who paddled and fundraised on our behalf:  Meta 

Keating, Alison Yearley, Mark Tomkovicz, Melissa Mantz, Andrew Immordino and, of course, you and 

Sam.  The day of the paddle was hot and humid; we had a late start, ended up rowing against the 

current, and the last mile took such a long time.  But we finished the day and went home to cool down 

and rest our arms! 

 

Paddling down the river together reminds me of how blessed we are by our partnership with TMPC.  

You all have been with us since our very beginning, five years ago.  We have worked together, through 

challenges and calm waters, to make sure the youth and teens of Trenton have had opportunity and 

hope.  And we are seeing success.  Our teens are graduating from high school and going on to college.  

The younger kids, who are growing into teens, want to be StreetLeaders!  We are seeing our programs 

grow:  we now have three sites, close to our goal of having a presence in every neighborhood in Trenton.  

And you, dear TMPC friends, have been a part of it all.  Your prayers, and faithful volunteers like 

Kathy Bradley, make a difference every day.  Your financial gifts mean we can keep the doors open and 

the programs running. 

 

Romans 8:28 says:  “We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 

according to His purpose.”  At UP Trenton our purpose is to empower young Christian leaders who are 

inspired to make a difference in their world.  Our God is a mighty God and brings friends, like all of you 

at TMPC, along beside us to make this happen.  We are endlessly thankful for each and every one of 

you. 

 

Gratefully, 

Carl Clark, Jr. 

Founder and Executive Director 

UrbanPromise Trenton 

 

P.S.  Thanks for your support with our summer camp as well! 



 

Our Mission: 

We are a joyful family called by God 

through Jesus Christ and empowered 

by the Holy Spirit to: 

welcome all, share our faith, 

love each other, serve the world, and 

glorify God. 

Thompson Memorial Presbyterian Church 

1680 Aquetong Road, New Hope, PA  18938 

Office:  (215) 862-2440 

Fax:  (215) 862-9046 

Teaching Elder/Pastor (Sabbath:  Monday)  Stuart H. Spencer sspencer@tmpc.org 

Teaching Elder/Associate Pastor (Sabbath: Friday) Bailey Pruner  bpruner@tmpc.org 

Director of Christian Education for Children and Youth  Patty Gatto pgatto@tmpc.org 

Communications and Administration Cynthia Tuleja ctuleja@tmpc.org 

Church Accountant Linda Landis llandis@tmpc.org 

Organist/Accompanist Colton Martin organist@tmpc.org 

Choir Director Patricia Murphy pmurphy@tmpc.org 

Contemporary Worship Music Leader Grant Farmer gfarmer@tmpc.org 

Seminary Interns Kevin Vollwrath and Joel Wood   

Sexton  George Salt  

Business Administrator (Volunteer) Sue Schaub sschaub@tmpc.org 

T I D I N G S  

                           Join Us This Fall…  
 Oct. 3 (9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.) & Oct. 4 (12:30 p.m.-2:00 p.m.):  New-Member 

Class led by Pastor Spencer and Pastor Pruner (Contact Cynthia Tuleja 

[ctuleja@tmpc.org] if you are planning to attend.) 

 Oct. 15 (9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.) & Oct. 16 (9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.):  Rummage Sale 

(Contact Anne Peshek.) 

 Oct. 17 (11:30 a.m.):  Senior Luncheon with the magic of Steven Black (Contact 

Amy Brewer or Jane Mayrhofer.  You can also sign up at The Table of Well 

Wishing.) 

 Nov. 1:  The Church Has Left the Building (Project signups start on Oct. 11.) 

 Nov. 17-20:  Fall Prayer Retreat at Holy Cross Monastery led by Pastor 

Spencer 

 Nov. 22 (5:00 p.m.):  Vespers Service and full Thanksgiving dinner 

 

mailto:sspencer@tmpc.org
mailto:bpruner@tmpc.org
mailto:pgatto@tmpc.org
mailto:office@tmpc.org
mailto:llandis@tmpc.org
mailto:organist@tmpc.org
mailto:pmurphy@tmpc.org
mailto:gfarmer@tmpc.org
mailto:sschaub@tmpc.org

